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Hello Fleeter , 

14 Chisholm Str ee t, 
Turramurra . 2074 . 

As this is the first Newsletter under a new ed itor, 
it is now following a new format . I would like to t ake this 
opportunity to invite members to submit contributions on any subj e ct 
which would be of any interest t o members . 

Fleet Activities . 
1. A Ctlr! s tmas party wil l be held at t he R . S.L. Hall , Northbridg e , 
on Frid a y ~th Dec ember , commencing fr om 7 p . m. Bring food and drink 
and en joy an evening of s oci a l f ellowshi p f or the festive se,=-1son. 

Large fridge available at Hall . 
2 . Anniversay Day Dinner , on Fridgy 26th January , 1973 , at the 
Mrna c Memorial Club , North S,ydney . Tickets $ 5 . 50 s ing let $ 11. 00 
,:fo ub l e . For inf ormation ph one Mrs . Mary Bailey ( 43-4075 J or Mrs . 
Varga.ret Markwel l (95- 5571) . Send money f or ti ckets to Mrs . M. 
Markwell , 81 IDarring a Road , Northbridge 2063 . All cheques to be 
made out t o Fellowship of First Fleeter s , Fleet Committee . 
3. Instead of a supper dance for 197 3 , a Coloni a l Night will be 
held at Addingt on , Ryde . Date etc . to be announced i n the future . 
4 . All members are invite d to the monthly meeti ngs of the Fleet 
Committee , which i s the regul ar meeting of the fe llowship . In 1973 
we are go ing to introduce a quarterly l ec t ure night , so that historic 
i nformation of interest to members will be made avai l a ble . 
Meetings are the second Tuesday in the month , De c ember excepted. 
Next meet i n - 14th November , R . S.L. Hall Northbridge . 

x raor inary enera ee ing as per no i ce on -"Su.nctey26th November , 
at R . SL. Hall Northbridge . 

Hawkes bur-~ Land - - Drive f or New Members . 
The'irst Fl eet.-ers ' Co- operative Society is currently making a 

drive to expand the l ist of s hareholder s . 
- - 'flre I oad -£rom the new Webb ' s Creek bridge to our l and is rapid ly 
approaching completi on , a nd accordingly we propose to hold a picnic 
on your l and i n the near futur e . 

Withi n a reasonable period of t i me we propo se to build facili t ies 
on your land s o that all can enjoy the delights of t he Hawkesbury 
River . While v e ry hand ly to the city , your l a nd i s set in a F l or a 
and Fauna Sanctuary , among tall n a tura l Australian t r e e s on the b c1nks 
of the Hawkes bury Ri v e r in t}1e Lower Half Moon Reach r egi on . . 
I ~cidently , in t h e o l den t i mes , a person co uld embark from this reg i on 
on a sai ling vessel , sai l aro und the worl d and return t o his home t here 
(as d id T . Chaseling i n 1 830 ) . 

Ne w shareho lders a re needed to help us deve lop your l a nd in t he way 
in which it should be developed . 

~crnbcr s hip Committe e 
During 19'/3 the Mc,mbcr ship Corr.rni tt ee are hopi ng to ad l to thei r 

r e cord s considerably, a nd for thi s your co- operation would be gr eat ly 
a ppre ci Ated . 

Some of t he ff cts which we hope to gain include 11 Who wa.s the 
l ast First Fl eeter?"; " Where is your Firsi. Fleeter b urid ? 11 

• and 11 Are 
t1icire any possessions st.ill in exi ste rJ ce which were used or owned by 
a First Flee ter?" 

For t he next few months we want to concentrate on 11 The last Fi rst 
Flcrtcr" 2nd E!Sk your help in a1lvisi rig the Member s hip Commi tt c e of any 
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First Fleeter who d i ed i n 1850 or later . J ohn Srn.r,11 d i ed i n Oct-O"ber---
185 0 , but t here ma y be othGrs who lived l onger . 

Thero wore a nu~bcr of children who Ret s2il i n the FirAt Fleet 
and others wore bor n on tho voyau.e: , so i:t' they li vcd lo 11g0r than 62 
yGars tl10.v could well be the last . I f you 'lcnow 2..ny of th0se people , 
please wri tc to Mrs {1:1. Thompson;-1/11 Esther Road , B8.lmoral Eco.ch 2088. 

It is hoµ:, j that Family Trees shc,wing at least thl :i: ir s t coLtple 
o.f.' e:Gncrat.iorre of Austr 2Jii :m- born c!1i ldren wi 11 be c0mpi .led by the 
var i o u:-- f8111i lies , c:ncJ further i nf orrr.at. i ·,n concorning this wi 11 be 
i .,. cLl:1cd in a Newsletter e8.rly i ·1 the New Year . 

Reccnt 1_y Mr Hc::rknoss , of ,':itra.thf icld , who is a descend ent of 
''.1t h ny Rope , urc;w our attenti on to the deplorab l e conclit i on of the 
o .U Gaf;tlereagh Cemetery . un i ·1ve st ig.:: ting , we wer l~ horri f ied to 
i' i _d thct tho torr•bstones (that is , those which had not beun confis­
e~ted by Rom0 of the l ocal rcnidonts) were brokeri and l e ft scattored 
abo 1l-'-, . Tho g rcat0r par t of the cemc.:tery was so overgrown by bushes 
8.nd brarnblos that i dentifying the nirious to7r~bstones was di. fficult . 
The Rtv Henry Fulton , who was r esponsible for the ed~c ation oi so~e 
of cur ancestors , lies in th i s ce,;metery without even a headstone . 
How?vc.r , .,I::~•!'l.Y hca::lstones f o1; various members of tho. Rop~ famil? cou~d 
be 1. :l c.rnt1., :1.ed . The question of n eglect0d c emeter1.cs 1.s one i n which 
we should ~ e involved . 

Pl 0asc let us lrnow if you think your ancestor could q_u1:~lify as 
bci n t the last First Flee ter . 

Wcek c,nd for Descendants of J oh~ a nd fff;::iry Snw ll 

The we8kend doi ,1gs for the doscGndants of John and Mary SmBll 
proved hiehly successful . 

Hu ld in fiue Spring weat hor , the picnic at Lone Cove Hiv c r Park 
on S;::- turday 7th October was most enjoy:o·.blo . Thero was a good r ol l - up 
fo r ~he occasion . 

On tho Sunday , another fi ri c day , a FBmi ly Service was held at 
historic St Anne ' s Church, Ryde , at 2 . 30 p . ~ . , a nd was also wo ll 
r, ttc r..d ad . A.: ter the service we followed th0 P:::.rra~ratta Police 
:i Jsi zons Boys ' Club Pipe BenJ and the; Brownies to Aci.Jington for 
· ftc ::·noo n to2 .• 

d0 haJ Press cover age on both d a ys , and we saw ouri:,elves at nows­
i'.j_.· ., en ~,un l c,y night on Chcnncl 2 ( at both St Anne ' s trnd Ad :ington) . I 
r--.1.r ,.--i:: ~. it is because we arc suc h a l arge; f ,. mily ths.t re~Jor ts be come 
•;•ized . As the TV r"- port e:ndcd , we we:,ro 8Jr.azed to hoar that R(;; bocca 
,~·.,,~ ... 11, the eldc.:st child, wa.s born at Ad .lington . S)ne l l ' s descendants 
' iJ r-.,:;t. live ot A1 ~1ington till 1900, c:1.nJ Rcbecc2. was born i n Sydnoy®:N• 
1•: 22:1d '.k pte:rnb0r 1789 ,,n I ro6 i r::ter c,d at St Philip ' s . 

" uc 11 i nforrn?tion wP.s collected by rniss Beryl Bri dle ar«l Mrs Flo 
:).-nnine; , also by Li s Prisce l la. Deck 11.nd rt:iss Betty Willis . Wo had oh 
·H-:pl:·y t.11C;ir large a l bum of photogr c- phs t rrlcen rcct nt ly . They he.ve 
b,.-1..,n se;[.rchi.•1g for hc c.. .J stone:s of our ancestors . Tho f mi ly c ~' nnot 
•:1r0 n·( th,;m u1oufh fo r this timo- consuminc; work . We we;lconie e..ny 
i 1formation conc~rni ng the Smal l f . mily , a s the:ro 8re still man y gaps 
t.o he / ille:d bc.1..orc, tho vr~st t~1iru- ~(..nurati on listing i s complete . It 
i s i □ tcrosting tha t fro ~ our f i rs t gencr a.ti~n of seven chilJrcn there 
were 71 dcsce:ndants to fo r m tho second generation , e nd most of those 
who T':';-,rri e d ha ..J L ~r ge f,~mi lies a l s o . 1J'/c ;:ire a.nxioU3 to find desc0nd-
;:;nt::: cf Wi l li arn £,,:oorhouse: Hichr-Jrd son Byrnes , Walter Lawr,y Byrnes , Samuel 
St w,ucnt in Byrnes, ~::r,,; Aus tr~ .l i a Kt~tc: u&Vvson ( Byrnes ) and Mrs Id a Knox 
( Byrn(. s ) . Contact r.r;rs J . Hooke or Miss B. Bridle, 6 IC'i tchuner Road , 
Ar t E..I'!':!On 2064 ( phone 41- 7 495) . 

· --, \,, 



 

Settlement Day a t Ad dington , 3 p . m. Suhday 26th November . 
First Fleetc:rs are invi t E: d to celebrate the day the first 

settler came to Kiss ing Point, now Ryde , which was the third 
settlement in the colony. 

Addington is open each Sunday between 2 p . m. and 5 p .m. , 
address Victoria Ro ad, Ryde, opposite Ryde Court House . 

For Younger Fo l k . 
A Games Nigfit i s be i ng hold on Saturd ay evening 25th November, 

at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Quinlan at 15 Rugby Str c0 t, Eastwo od . 

Fleeters in the news . 
Eric Blair and Ruth Crai g are to be married on 1st December, 

joining together a Frederick Mer edith and a Wi lli am Broughton 
desc endant . John Higginbotham received his MSc . from the 
University of N. s.w. earlier this year and i s to le ave to t ake up 
a scolarship to do his PhD at Toronto University , C2.na.d a , next 
month and we wish him the best of luck. (Joseph Hatton) . Mrs . 
Kar en Lovett celebra t e d her 21st birthday on 31st October (Joseph 
Hatton) . Mrs . Colleen Barnath has been in the Poplars Hospita l, 
and we hope she i s now fe e ling her old self again (Ever i ngham) . 
Dougla s Oak os is off for another overseas trip . Lucky f e l l ow ! 
(John Small) . Suzanne Higgi nbotham married Bri an Wheatley in 
historic St . Anne ' s Church, Ryde on Satur d ay , 4th November and 
are now enj oying a honeymoon in New Zeal and. (Joseph Hatton) . 


