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Austr.o.lia Day 1 975 hns been a mcr!oro.ble one for the ::?ellowship . 

On Cunc7.ay 26th J anuary the r estored Gt ITicholus ' Chur ch a t 
Bo.thar:pton , nenr Do.th , ::ncl a nd , the :.:·esting- p l ace of the ]?ounder 
and first Gov erl10r of the Colony of i~ew ·.;outh ··a l e s , Arthur 
::--:.cillip , ~ . i:T. , nas dedicated vrith a s peciul s ervice attemled l:ly 
no.ny cJ.i cni t cfries . :'rs Jenn :.:i tchcll o.nd Fr Ar t hur Inc;han- r:ye rs 
r epresent ed the Yt'e llonshi y on this i mpo:c' tant occnsion , and at ::_)resent 
ue are awaiting a report fro□ them. 

The : ·enorial 3c reen and p l aque o.t the head of the ,,:cave n i thin the 
chur c h wo.s pai d f o:c by t h e ooney raised by the Fellowship of 
First Fl eete:,s . 

The ~el lonship ' s middny l u nc ~eon , h e l d a t the· e i nkeller in ritt 
~tr0et , 8ydney, to c e l obrate the l o.ndi ne: of our forebears on Gydney 
Cove , .-:o.s the happi 0st and best we h av e ev er had . Sir John and 
Lo.dy Fuller i:ep:..·cs cnted the Gove:.:·nment of Eew ] outh c. l e s , and 
... ldm:·i:~rui John and >rs Harri s represen t ed the lord ; :ayor of :.;ydney. 

Lftcr the forDaliti0s of tlle occ Gs ion, our spocio.1 e;uests got around 
2.nd ne t and tnll-:ed with a ll those nho c ar:1e , and. t hey hav e assured rae 
thnt i t vas tho 2ost enjoyabl e Australia Day they had cxporiouc e d . I 
yo.ss en to you thcL:- sinc ere t hanks cmd c onGr o.tulati ons fo r the dGy . 

At ,Sonersby, noc.r Gosf ord , Olc1. 3 yc1ncy To·,:n ;-ms offic io.lly opened by 
tho ~Ti no r ;inister , ;::r Goufh . h i tlo.m , the JJollonship being ably 
rc:::-,"'osontcd by our Hon. 3ec rE:to.ry , r:r s Colleen Ber nath , und family . 
Colleen he:rsclf hets o. report i n the l:e,rnl ettor . 

The :1.ustro.lia JJo.y Holid2.y sm1 o. big doy i n tho ;-locks area for the 
occasion . Tho Historical :_;xhi b i t ion by tho Fello,,ship was o. 
::mccess b2yond a ll om.' cxp,1c tations . IIow □any thousand people 
r::r0\1dcd throu ch it o.nd o.sl~ed os f!o.ny or nor e que stions we don ' t 
~cio-,1, bu t tho i nterest shmm i n the Fellor,shi p o.nd the exhi bits 
l e,wos u s u i t h no doubts as to what people ,:ant to sec, and should 
:::;ive us r.mch cncouruconent to conti nue and t o r.10.ke a very ·;;orthwhile 
contribution to i~ustro.liana . :.:.r O\;en r-:ugee , of the ,Sydney iiocks 
·1er:tove l opncnt :~utho:,.-ity , and ; __ J:· ~~ric illis , ! ' . L ,J~., Linister for 
:~ducation , both cor1pli!:lentcd u s on the standard of the exhibit and 
our present a tion of it . 

You a ll realis e that t his is the result of an ar;ful l ot of hard \7ork 
by a c;roup of dedicated people over a peri od of 12 n onths , and 
d ononstrutes nhat can be a c h iev ed with teamwork and co- ope r ation . 
To those whose forebear ~ms not represented in the ex hi bit , c ome 
and j oin us for n ext year . 

, .. 
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(From t he President , Continued) 

co- operation giv en t o us by t~e Sydney Cove Redeve l opment Authori ty 
and t he Sydney Ci ty C.ouncil, but I wou ld l ike t o s pecially mention 
Mary Bailey, Mar y Thompson and Naida Jacks on for a dedicati on and 
ef~ort whi ch contr ibuted in no small way to the success of the whole 
thi ng. Al so , I noul d like to thank Mrs Beryl Lewis and her hard­
working social c oD:Jittee for the · success of the luncheon. 

At ~he Australia Day Surf Carnival, held at Harbord Beach, the 
!.'!ar athon Boat Race was agai n rowed from Shelly Beach to Harbord 
Beach to commemorate the fact that the First Fl eet sailed from 
Botany Bay to Sydney Cove . The wi nni ng boat this year was 
from Bronte. His Honour Judge Sir Adrian Curlewis and the Surf Life 
Saving Association have advised me that the race will be rowed each 
yeax for this reason unless the Fellowship ever tell them otherwise . 

The Fellowship has had a lot of very good publicity recently , on the 
radio particularly, and I think you must all agree that it has been a 
most wonderful Austr alia Day i:-:eekend. 

Le t us remember, however , that from now on people are going to expect 
a good standard from the Fellowship and a continuity of these things , 
ruld no matter how small you may think your contribution may be , it is 
always appreciated . So support your Fellowship and make it a 
success for the future . 

Fi nally I wish to announce with regret the passing of Mrs Alma Myrtle 
Lavett , wife of the Fel lowship ' s f ounder and first President , Mr John 
Lavett . Sympathy cards wer e sent on behalf of myself and Mrs Kable , 
the executive and members of the Fel lowship. 

Edgar Kable . 

LECTO ·.E NIGHTS 

Please make a note that Lecture Evenings 
this year will be on \".'EDNESDAY8 

I 
I 

. I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' ' 

Lec tur e Progranne for 1975 
Lectures organised by the Fe llowship vary in form from papers 
de livered by scholars of Austr alian History to very informal talks 
given by one of the members . The programme so far for 1975 is 
as follows :--

February 19. 

April 16. 

1.:ay 21 . 

June 18. 
July 16. 

August 20. 

Mr R. M. Arndell . 
Dr Bryan Gandevia . 

Mr Stanley Lipscombe . 

Er Stephen Shortus . 

To be advised . 
Dr Peter Reynolds . 

tir E . J . G. Buckham. 

"Dr Thomas Arndel l ." 
"Medical Aspects of 
New South Uales 1788-
1793. II 

"Earl y Australian :.'.ares 
and Antiques . " 

"The Australian Nove l 
Between the rlars . " 

"Dr 1.7i lliam Balmain and th, 
Architecture of Balmain. " 

"Dr Thomas Jamison. " 
(Continued Page 3) 
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Lecture Progranne for 1975 ( Continued) 

Sept<:mber 17, 

October 15. 

November 19, 

1".r G, B. Gidley King, 

Mr David Jones . 

Mrs B, Goodger, 

"The Governor , Philip 
Gidley King ," 

"The Mitchell Library 
and Archives of 
New South Ylales ." 

"Sir Joseph Banks , " 

Th~ l~ctures are held in the Fourth Floor Board Ro.om of the Assembly 
Building, York Street , Sydney , entered by the Jamison Street entrance . 
They are , as from this year , held on a r:ednesday night at 8 pm, and 
afterwards we adjourn for coffee, tea and chit-chat in our Room 312, 
on the Third Floor below, 

Everyone interested is welcome to attend , and friends may be brought 
along, There is a smal l donation for supper. Inquiri es to the 
Convenor , ~.rs Valerie Ross (telephone 44 5941) , 

Our First Two Lecture Nights 
(From Val Ross) 

Our first speaker this year will be Mr R. M. Arndell, of "Macquarie 
Retreat , " Cattai , President of the Presbyterian Historical Society 
and an authority on the Hawkesbury River district , having done most 
valuable work in preparing indexed typescripts of the registers of 
nost of the churches in this region . 
!.l[r Arndell will speak on his ancestor Dr Thomas Arndell, First Fleeter , 
who came to Australia as surgeon on the Friendship and then was second 
assistant surgeon on Phillip ' s staff . Dr Arndell became a magistrate 
at Parramatta and then at the Hawlcesbury in 1803, when he was granted 
"Caddie ," near Pitt Town, He was also involved in the building of 
Ebenezer Church , the oldest church in Australia where service is 
still held , 

~arch 19 lecture . All those who have heard Dr Bryan Gandevia on the 
rostrum at History House and e lsewhere will be delighted to hear that 
he has agreed to addr ess us on "Medical I\spects of New South 1Jales 
1788- 1793, 11 

Dr Gandevi a , head of the Department of Thoracic Medicine at Prince Henry 
Hospital , has worked wi th Dr John Cobley , of "Sydney Cove" f ame , on an 
analys i s of the heal th of our forefathers regarding j_nfant mortality , 
malnutrition , fertility, etc ., and concludes that the First Fleeters 
were remarkably healthy and long-lived, considering their experiences , 
~any inter~sting facets of l ife in Sydney Cove will be discussed . 

(Board) 
As usual we shall meet in the Semi nar /Room on the Four th Floor of the 
Assembly Building. The lectures begin at 8 pm, but the room is booked 
from 7.30 pm. Aft er the lecture we adjourn to Room 312 f or light 
supper and conversation. 
RemeJ;J.ber , W.r Arndell' s lect ure is on \"!ednesday night , 19th February. 

Social Committee 



 

"Old Sydney Town" 
(From Colleen Bernath) 
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This year the Fel lowship was invited to att end the Official Opening at 
Old Sydney Town, Sooersby (near Gosford ) . My husband and I went as 
t he Fellowship's r epr esentatives . 
It was a very special day apart from being Austr alia ' s National Day, as 
Ol d Sydney Town was officiall y opened by the Prime Minister, Mr E. G. 
,.hi t lRm , M. L.A. 
;·;c were Llembers of the official gues ts (300 in all) who wer e transported 
by r ail to Gosford , and then by passenger coach to Old Sydney Town, when 
hos ts nnd hostesses greeted the guests, and progr ammes and name- tags 
wer e distributed . r.·c ,,;ere Rlso· guosts et the official luncheon provide 
for Mr Whitlam and ot hc,r distinguished personalit i es su~h as Dr Cairns , 
?.'.r TTentworth, M.H.R. , ;,:r Fife , M.L .A. 1 the Minister of Transpor t , and 
Itr Russel Prowse , of the Bank of New ;:south Wales . There were also 
oany other guests from noteworthy Hi storical Societi es and Associations , 
The weather was extremely good on this Aus tralia Day, adding to the 
splendour of the occasion, and the of ficial party was able to proceed 
around Old Sydney Town with much ease to watch r e- enactments of the 
floggings in the Market Place and a very r ealistic hanging in the 
Square . Ther e were demonstrations of rock cutting , wall daubing 
and roof thatching being performed . 
A replica, with flags flying, of the ship Perseverance was afloat in the 
man- made lake which was a copy of the Ol d Sydney Cove itself . There 
were several buildings and old rum s tor es already built i n the same 
style as they were originally built when Sydney first began. 
Our thanks go to the organisers , Fox & Associates, of this particular 
day , and we wish Old Sydney Town gr eat success with what i t offers for 
the heritage of all Australi ans as well as other nationalities who may 
be inter ested in our history. 

Uedding 
':'he wedding took place at St Mark ' s Church, Northbridge , on 10th 
~a.nu3.r y of Merri Weston Craig and Lawrence John _Boltont of Killara . 
L'crri i s a descendant of William Broughton and is the d.aughter of 
Ruth Blair . She was given away by her stepfather, Eric Blair. Merri 
f ollowed a tradition by wearing a gold cross l ent by her aunt , Margaret 
~:1arkwell and which belonged to her great- gr eat-grandfather, Reverend 
··:ilson. 

Rocks Festival 

This y ear 's Annual Ar gyle Celebrations in The Rocks area will be held 
on Saturday 12th April . 
As usua l the Fellowship will be running a stall , and donations of j ams , 
p i ckles , cakes, magazines and other s aleable goods would be s.pprecia ted, 
Donations should be l eft , either at the Fellowship 's room, in the 
~ssenbly Building , or as early as possible at the stall on the day; the 
stall will be oanned from about 9 ao onwards . The stall ~ill again be 
l ocated opposite the Garrison Church near the steps ; it is , of course , 
an i oportant source of incooe for the Fellowship, but it must have 
ncobers ' support . 
Ue would a lso like as ~any oeobers as possible to march with the First 
Fl eeters group i n the procession if possible , in period costume . 

Photograph in the Papers 
Fina lly a pat on the back to John Ross , Val ' s husband , realistically 
c;arbed as an 18th-cent ury naval captain at the Australia Day celcbratior 
:1t The Rocks , as the r-csult of which he had his photograph on the front 
page of next day 's "Telegraph" and also in the "Herald." 

************* 


