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Joan Ross,

Hon, Editor,

. F.F. Newsletter
Vol. 7 No. 9 0. Dox 4441,
November 1976 Sinimr, X 2ooqf

From the President

Our coach trip to 0ld Sydney Town was a great success. Here one
really feels part of the old cclony. The re-enactments of great
trials, floggings, etc, brought our history to life. 1he
Cbservatory is uncanny, and well worth a wvisit. It is sad to see
the buildings at a standstill owing to ecconomic conditions, and

T am sure we all hope they will be busy again in the ncar future.

On Monday the 11th October it was my privilege to place a wreath
of honcour on the memorial to Governor Arthur Thillip in the
Botanical Gardens on the anniversary of his birthday. Owing to
its being a working day, we were a small party, but it was very
pleasing to be accompanied by one of our Vice Patronsg, Ald John
Harris, and other members, some of whom had travelled quite a
distance to be there.

During the afternocon of the 11th I visited the National Trust
exhibition at Iindesay, Darling Tcint, apprepriately named
"Pirst Flect to Federaticn.” Whot a wonderful collecticon of
Australianal Those who missed it are certainly the poorer.

" Deautiful carved furniture, silverware, pottery, jewellery and a
wonderful ccllecticn of carved and mounted enu egEs. Some of
the earliest pieces were truly beautiful.

The film night on Wednesdany 20th Octcber was very well attsnded,
and all present were thankful to Mr and Mrs Cairns and tc Hr Roy
Kable for their efforts on our behalf. Tt ros interesting to
see aganin our activities last Australia Day.

Arrangeuments for the next Australia Day Celebraticns are now in

the plonning stage. We hiope to toke part in the flag-raising
cerenony on the actual day (Wednesday 26%h January 1977). Cur
Annuzl Dinner will be held on Saturday 29th Jonuary at the
Wentworth Hetel, an exhibition at The Rocks on Sunday 30th and

the presentation of the Loyal Address at Government House on
Monday %18t January at 9 an. T an hoping as nany nenbers as
pcssible will attend the daytime functions in costume applicable

tc the pericd 1788-1810, These are avallable fron the Elizabethan
Theatre Trust as last year. '

On 3Baturday 2%rd Octcher an exhibition was mecunted st the Ieakhurst
Scuth School, and I sincerely thank the nmen who erected it on the
friday night and the tean of helpers on the Saturdey. Exhibitions
such as this help significantly to bdbring our First Fleet history
before the general public. -

Beryl Lewils.

Subscripticns for 1976/77 were due con ‘st Taly,
1076, Anyone nct finaneial by the end of the
year will not receive further Newsletters. IHen-
bers who may have overlooked renewing their
subscription, cculd they please dc so?
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Archives

This is a short ples for informetion for the Fellowship's Archives

~—  our pernanent records about Australia's earliest years.

Infornation should be sent to: :
Yembership Cennittee, ¢/« Box 4441, G,P.0. Sydney 2001,

Or telephone lirs I1f, Dailey (43 40%5) or llrs W, Jackson (982 8044).

The following listed items are the requirerents we are seeking for
cur Records:--

1. Zerox or hand-written copies of Baptisms, Rirths, Marriages and
Deaths of Pirst Fleeters, their chiidren and grandchildren., — If
Land-written, all informoticn is important, as is the Registrar~
General's Reference Ho., giving Volune No., or Beok lMe., etc.

2. Fanily Tree if conpiled.,

%, Copies of newspaper repcrts of births, deaths and marriages,

4. Lord Gronts ard Leases: Zercx ccopies of TFirst Tleeter's first
loand grants or ieases which con be obtained frorm the ILands Titles
Office, adjoining and connecting with the Registrar-General's
Office. Zercx copies also whick are of interest,  If it is
known today vthe exact position of the grant, then these particulars
are welcone. :

5. Any information of dinterest concerning occupations or intercsts
of the First Fleeter and his/her desceandants,

¢. lewspapers, etc. Inforrmation in the "Sydney Gmzette"™ fren
1805 shows interesting sidelines on not 6nly the fanily concerned
but the conditions prevalent in the colony. Bone copies of the
"Sydney Gamette" (din book forn) can be obtained frow Municipal
Libraries. The early newspapers in the Windsor/Richroond area
are  full of wonderful material, and thd "Sydney Morning Herald®
Liclds much information re the births, deaths and narriages which
ray not be obtained fron other sourcesy durinpg the 1840's. Con-
vulsory Registration of this informatibn did net cone into force
until 10 years later.,  If a copy of on =zrticle in & newspaper
or journal is aveilable, plense give ?he norne of the socurce and
the date of publication.

/
7. If a portrait or an o0ld photograph of a First Fleeter or kis/her
children is nvatlable, a photo-copy would be interesting. In this
category cone old hones, etc. The Eiavestone of a Firat Fleecter
would be most welccme if it is not already lodged with us,

I
8, Civil Positions. The record of people holding these positions
and the role they played is of interést to all people generally. It
is fron records of this nature that we can learn nore about the
social history of Australia at that tine.
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9. Legends.,  These come into two cqﬁegéries:—

(1) Those which were passed on §o heir children in order to
nask the faect that thelr ar esﬁor or ancestocre had been
transported and had not core of thelr own free will, These
are of no real value, and urnleds they are firmly Iiscarded
the real faoets rmay renain urknown.

tost young people today prefer fjo know their ancestor as a
parson -—-- perhaps one whe cane as o Governnent servant
but who, after his cmancipation, by his initiative aad
hard work achieved =z respected Role in the conrunity, It
is difficult to view cur feunale/ mncesters in just the sane
way. One hundred and eighty-e gﬁt years ago o wonan's
role was Wife, Mother nnd Housékaeper, snd so 1f there cre
any known facts about the great difficulties they faced,
1t would be of (-_,"I‘e&t interest, ‘Q} (Continued on F. 5)









