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Another Au_~tralia Day has come and gone, and · what a varied one it was 1 
On 26th J anuary, the actual day,~ group in costume were the guests 
of the City Council at the Flag Raising Ceremony in Macquarie Place 

,,---at noon. This, as usual, was most impressive, with a fly past of 
1111 •s .and Mirages, plus the Army Ceremonial and the typical 
Australian music provided by the military band. At night I a ttended, 
on behalf of the Fellowship, the Lady Mayoress' Ball at the Sydney 
Town Hall, which was well a ttended notwiths t anding the heat and the 
absence of air-conditioning! 
Then, on Saturday, our Dinner a t the Wentworth Hotel was a great success, 
voted one of the best and friendliest yet by many who attended. It was 
good to have Federal, State and Civic representat ion, and al so to have 
with us Mr Magee from the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority and Mrs 
Margaret Green from Portsmouth, Engl und. 
Sunday was a tragedy Mrs Bailey and Yi.rs Jackson had worked so hard 
mounti-ng a wonderful exhibition at The Rocks , only to have the Rocks Day 
cancelled be cause of torrential r ain! I att ended the Garrison Church 
Pioneer Service and Mrs Lola Wilkinson represented us at St Pa trick•s. 
On Monday morning a l arge group in cos tume again attended Government House 
and Mrs Colleen Bernath (Mstthew Everingham) presented the us ual scroll, 

~ and we were entertai ned to r ef reshments afterwards. Then on to The Rocks 
where our Exhibition was abl e . to open for a few hours and hundreds of 
people passed through. 
I

1

extend very s i ncere thanks to all who contributed in any way over the 
A~stralia Day weekend. 
We must now settle back into routine. The Lectures this year will ~e 
held on the second Wednesday each month, and the Executive meeting on 
the t hird Wednesday. 
Our next · project is that of placing pl aques on First Fleeters graves 
in St John's Cemetery, Parramatta , on Sunday 12th March 1978. Donati.ens 
towards .these plaques , which cos t approxima tely $20 each, from f amili~s 
concerned will be gr a tefull y received. Tho following are the graves 
to be marked:-

John Her bert 
Davi d Kilpack 
Augustus Alt 

John Palmer 
Thomas Eccles 
William Elliott 

Do come along and make this day a success . 

I saac Knight 
Debor ah Herbert 

Any member who ha·s information r egarding First Fleeter graves at 
Windsor, Ebenezer and Wilber f orce are asked to 8dvise the Committee, a s 
we hope these will be the next cemeteri es to be marked . 
Towards the end of l ast year Mrs M. Raven r esi gned as Hon. Secretary 
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Fr.om the President (Continued) 

owing to ill health and I-'irs Enid Reynolds was appointed Secretary pro tem. 
Our thanks and best wishes go to Mrs Raven, and nlso a warm welcome is 
extended to Hrs Reynolds . 

Beryl Lewis. 

,9-raves Committee Report St John's Cemetery 

Several weeks ago I was invited to i nspect the St John ' s Cemetery, 
Parramatt a , by :r.1r Les Wi•::kha.m, the chairman of tho Cemetery Trus t . The 
purpose of tho vi sit wa s to decide the exact placing of the plaques on 
the tombstones during the ceremony on 12th March next . r1r Wickham was 
pleased to know that the Fellowship was under taking this important task, .. 
and wo wore able to fix all positions for the plaques, with the exception 
of John Herbert, whose tombstone was not i n sufficiently good condition 
for n plaque to be pla.ced . 
However, Mr Wickham agreed that i f sufficient donations could be made by 
any interested persons, ho would .have the r estoration work carried out 
to enable a plaque to be pla ced . This work would cost in tho vicinity 
of $250 , and we request thnt members please forw3rd any donation, 
no matter how l ar go or small, .for this. very worthy project . 
I would like any member able to do so , to visit this historic cemotery 
and observe first- hand the marvellous work that ha s already been car$d 
out, and i s s till being carried out; but funds a r e far from adequate 
to complete tho job. Still, with public s upport , further work will 
be done in an orderly mnnnor , which will r 0fl oct great credit on the 

··untiring efforts of a few stalwarts. · 
Cheques should be made payable to the "St John's Cemetery Trust" and 
forwarded to the Fellowship of First Flee·ters. 

Eric Blair. 

Membership Committee 
We are pleased to welcome the following new meobers to the Fellowship: .. 

Mrs : Glenda Arnold , Engadinc. (Dr Thomas Arndell) 
Lindsay Rrwen, Bexley. (Dr Thom:.:is Arndell) 
Mrs Jeanctto Hewitt, Mi ss Victori a Hewi t t, Timothy Hewitt, Armidale. 

· ( Williom Tunks) 
MrsElaine Snowball, Glenn Snowball, Mi ss Korrie Snowball, Panania . 

(Henry Kablc - Susnnnah Holmes) 
Mrs Anne Campbell, Wollstonecraft. (Lieut . John Shortl::md) 
Stephen Montgomery , ii..llawah . (Henry Kabl e - Susannah Holmes) 

--------------We wish to thank very warmly all those who participated in our 
Ex.hi bi t ion a t Tho Rocks on Monday 30th J :.muary , p<1rticul3rly 
mentionine all who holped on tho previous Saturday setti ng thi..."lgs in 
place , likewise the on0s who hel ped di smantl e everything on the Monday. 
We specially thank Nrs Joyce Co~1ell f or preparing .and having printed 
the most attractive p,:uaphlots which we handed out to describe our 
t ableaux. 
Our two artists deserve. specic.11 mention Mrs Sally Kalina , who sang 
and pl ayed her guitar to tho great delight of everyone , und Mr Keith 
Thotijpson, who attra cted an i nter est ed crowd as he sketched colourful 
scenes of tho earl y dnys. 
Thanks are due to all those 
atmosphere to the tabl eaux. 
we fe el it was, and we hope 

who loaned various articles to add 
These all hel ped to roako it the success 

everyone enjoyed it all as much as we did . 
Last but by no m0::1ns l east we thank Thoa R01-1e for professional advice 
and for her generous suppl y of cos tumes . 

Naida J a ckson . Mary Bail ey. 

J. 
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' 1978 Lecture Programme 

Hero is the list of speakers an4 their s ubj ects for 1978 (Lectures are held 
on the second \'lcdnesd2y of each month, in t ho 4th Floor Board Room of the 
Assembly Building, York Street, Sydney, entered by the J omi son Street 
entrance): - . , 

Febru~r~. Mr Keith Thompson (children' s author and First Fleeter), 
"Sketching for Children Around tho Birdsville Track". 
March. Mr Harold Hort (Supervisor of Music in N.s.w. for the A.B.c.) 
will speak on "Mus ic of the EGrly Colony" . 
April. Halcyon and Vaughan Evans will speak about ''A Steerage Pnssage to 
tho Antipodcs: in the 1850 1s " . 
May. Mr Len Worman (Lecturer for Masonic Lodges ). His Lecture is titled 
"Up and Down the City Road" about early George Street. 
~. Mr s V3lmai Phillips (a uthor of "Botany Bay Sketch Book" and 
"Watsons Bay Sketch Book") will Gpeak obout "Tho Groycliffe Disaster-.. of 
1927". 
~. Mr Keith johnson (co-author of "Cadman1s Cottage Book") will 
r 'ak about "Tracing Family Hi story" . 

\Augus t. Mr Maurice Sullivan (from the Sydney Opera House) will lecture 
·. on "Theatre in Sydney 1789 onwards". 

Septemb9_r. Mr s ~eatrice Bradley (history teacher of P.L.C. Armidale and 
Firs t FleGt er) will speak on the Third Flee t settler Richard Fitzgerald 
and. his f amily of enterpris ing men, who settled i n Now South Wal es . 
October will be a special l octure on Governor Phillip fpr his birthday, 
which falls on the Lecture Ni ght . The speaker will bo from tho · 
Royal nustralinn Historical Society. 

. -
November . Dr Peter Reynolds (Lecturer on Arehitocture for tho University 
of New South \"Tal cs). Hi s l ecture i s cnllod "Convicts , Soldiers , 
.Architects; the Originators of our Official 11.rchitecturc". 

Sally Kalina . 

Argyle Annual Q..Q.l_ebra tions 
0.P"" of tho big clays in tho Fellowship's calendar, the 11.rgyle Annual 
C, .ebra tions at The Rocks, ·will be held this year on Saturday 15th .April, 
The Fellowship will once 3gain have a s t all there, loca ted about opposite 
the Garris on Church and near tho Village Green. Proceeds f rom the s t all 
help both our own finances and ch.3ritios in The Rocks ::irca . 
We again appeal to member s to donate anything -sa l eable: white e l eph::int 
goods , j ams , pickles , china , books , etc. Preferably~ cakes , ae too 
m3ny s t ::ills stock cakes . 
~nyone denoting goods before tho actual day of the Celebrations are asked 
;to l e .:'.ve . such goods , i f it i s conveni ent to do so, 3t the homo of Dick and 
'lvb rgar e t Mnrkwell at 81- Bo.ringa Road, Northbridge , r a ther than nt t ho 
Fellowshi n ' s off i ce . 
l Hel per s t~ assis t on the s t all on t ho day , if only for a few hours , will 
1, be most welcome . 
I ~ 

1 To add colour to the occ.-.:sion, member s a r c asked to come nlong in period 
i costume . 
/ I t ' s a good day out, with pl enty to sec and do, and a chance to mee t old 
j friCnds . So pl onso do come along and be in itl 

i ..'.\ddress nt Government HoY,sc 
Her c i s the address given by Mrs Colleen Bernnth at the presentation of the 
scroll a t Government House on Mondc1y 30th J nnuary:-
Ma t~hcw J ames Everingh[\m was born in 1769 , and was ·employed as a servant -by_ 



 

.address at Govcrnnont Hou9~ ( Conti nued ) 
an nttor ney of the Middle Templ e . At · the age of 15 he was convicted of 
f .::ilsel y pretending that he owned t,ve l aw books , which he sold, as he was 
"in gre::lt distress" at the time . HG was actu.?tlly sentenced to t r ans­
portation to i~mericn , b~t because of the War of I ndopcndence spent three 
yeor s approxi matol y of his seven years sentence in England. 
Ho was transported by the Scarborough and was 19 years of ago when ho 
nrri ved with tho First Fleet in Now South Wal es and wos empl oyed by 
Assi st3nt Commi ssGry Za ch2ri ah Clur k . He mar r i ed in March 1791 Elizabeth 
Rym~s , a convict girl who arrived wi th tho Second Fleet . 
I n 1791 , when his sentence expired, he received one of the first l 3nd 
grants in Austr3lia , which wns 50 a cres at the Ponds at Rydol mere. By 1802 
ho had fi·ve children and was one of the four originnl grantees still 
owning hi s l and , but it w~s unsui tabl e for fcrming . 
11.ccordingly Governor King r emoved him to Portland Hand, now Sackville Reach 
on the Hawkosbury River , to J nothor grant of 50 2cr oo . I n 1804 hi s homo 
and fa rm buildings wore bur ned by natives , nnd ho nnd hi s wi fe and scrvnnt 
wore speared but not scriou.sl y by the nati ves . 
I n 1816 he acquired 130 acr es at Richmond Hill, and became a District 
Constabl e . ..'. yuar l ater ho wa s drowned whil e i nvosti g~1t i ng acti viti es 
aboard a rum boat on Chri stmas Day 1817. 
Matthew Everingham wa s survi ved by hi s wife , five sons and four daughters, 
His ·car eer .was not spectacular , but over a long peri od he di s charged his 
duties fa i thfully, and worked steadily a s a pi oneeri ng settl er . Ho iios 
buried a t St John ' s , Wilberforce . 
His tombstone tell s about the s truggl es of t ho earl y settlers : "Far ewell 
vain world, I have hnd cnouB}l of thoo , and am carel ess of wh3t thou ca.nst 
say pf me . Thy smiles I court not , nor thy frowns I fear . Beneath t.his 
turf, my head. lies qui et h0re ". 

Re-enactment of First Fleet Voyage 
As mos t Floeters will to nwnr o , it is proposed to s t age , i n 1987-88, . a.n 
a ctual re- enact ment of tho voyage of t he First Fl ee t , from Old Portsmouth 
to Botany Bay . Bomber s and friends i nterested i n t c1ki ng part in the 
voyage should contact ¥J.r J onathon King a t Mel bourne Uni versity. Mr Kug 
made an official announcement of tho project at the Fellowship' s annual 
dinner on ths ~ustralia Day weekend, and a l so r ecentl y through the modi..a , 
Further details will appl;nr i n subsequent Newsl etters. 
Mills Family Roup.ion ........,_ 
A famil y gat hering of descendant s of Charles Frederick Mills (in t ur n 
descended from Nathani el Lucas and Ol ivLt Gascoigne ) will bo hel d in the 
bonutiful Fi tzroy Gardens , Melbourne , on Sunday 19th February. For 
further information, contact Nrs il . McDonal d , 16 Madel e i ne Str eet , 
Doncaster, Victoria 3108 . 
Held,over Mater:idtl 
Unfortunatel y , for space r ea sons , two interesting items i nt ended to be 
i ncluded in this Newolo ttcr h.:i.vo had to be hol d ovor . 
::>ne i s the address given by Mr Arthur C. Maunder a t the unveiling of the 
pl~quc a t tho grave of Frederick Mer edith i n St Luke's Cometary, 
Liverpool, on 14th August, 1977. 
rho o'thor is the account by B. Garth of First Fleeter ancestors Edward 
:md Susan Garth. 
[ f possi bl e , these will be included in tho March Newsl etter. 

' 
Jomi ng Events 
?ob . 8 

far . 8 
1b r . 12--

JY1r Keith Thompson l ecture , "Sketching for Children Around 
tho Birdsvillo Track". 
Lecture by Mr Harol d Hort, "Muoic of tho Early Col ony" . 
Pla ci ng of pl nqucs on First Fl oaters gr aves in St . John's 
Cemc tcry, Pc1rro.ma tta . 

15-- Ar gyl e .. :~nnual 0olobro.·Gions at Tho Rocks . 

. r. r 


