
t 

I 
I 

i 
[' 

PRICE: 50 ¢ p.a. Registered for posting as a periodical Category 

Please address all. corr0spondence to the Fellowship of First Fleeters, G.P.O. 
Box 4441, Sydney 2001ft 

Vol. 9 ~fo. 10 
November 1978 

From the President 

., - , .. 
' . 

' . . 

We are now ente:ring a v c-::y busy t:i;ne of ·t he year, •and I do urge Members to come 
to the Special Meeting on W'ednec\day · 13th December at 6.30 p .. m. to be held in 
our- office. This meeti rrg i ;:; to orga.,ij se all l'ispects cf the Australia . Day 
Celebrations.,. Arr:me,-eme::-.1.ts are ::ow r::omplete. f or our Tenth Anniv ersary Di~er , 
at the Wentwol--~i1 Ho)~eln . Do pl 2ese boc'-< early; numbers · are very strictly limi tad, 
and with the Chri"3toaz ho~.ida::,· s i nt9rvening i:: d.oes help the . 
Committee ( fun detai).s ' fa.lsewho:re · i n t his j_ss.,e). We will have an Exhibition at 
The Rocks on 8' . .mo.ay 28th J o.m.::<1.ry and Mono.1::.y 29th January 1979, and our usual 

,,,,- visit to Governme:i.1-t. House on ~he morning of Monday -29th J anuary. Details at 
· the Special Meetingo , 
On 24th Octobd',: it wa:s l!'.y . privilege te -~tt e:r~d the ceremony at the G~aph for 
United Nations DP.:~, o I~ was -:.. Yer-:r mov ing and colourful occasion. ·since last 
r eporting I have 'c:0.so been Guest Speake~: at Beverl ey··Hills and Bowral. View Clubs. 
I feel these hJ.ks a .re ce-r-ta . .::.n:! y b:·inging the 1<:e11owship before a. v.ery large 
number of peopleo 

May I take thfs · 0pportuni ty of 
during the y e ii;.•, and wish each 
Christmas and may the Ncfll Year 
to the worldo 

ther-~:.r.,.g ~:;y...Q..?}~ for their help and co-operation 
o.nd evpry i.1e;:iber and their families a very happy 
bri!!g you heal th, happiness and above all peace . -

• 

Beryl Lewis. 

A FE\V J.l';1PCRTP]fT DETAILS TO NOTE. 

1)~,: , 1 Saturda:r 27th Janua:ry 1979 at 7 p.m. 
Y.eJlli£.: Wentwort h Hctel . 

• Tic':Jti:: & Bo()}<:_j n-'?'£: :?hone 7.09 8974. Stamped 
addres~d 0,1v 0lope and:r;:,mi ttance to Beryl Lewis, 
88 AYoca s ·~rect, Yagoone. 2199~ 

QlliiI§..!fil!§ II GET-TOGETHER II 

Da te: Friday 8th December 1978, at 6 p .m. 
VE':i~: Argy~.e Tavern, The Rocks. 
Price: $8 eac::, 
Bockings: PhoM 709 8974-,, 

_AllS'rRALI.A. DAY M:..,;ETING 

Date: W0~nesday 13th December 1978 , at 6 . 30 p .m. 
Venu2_: Room 3 12 , Assemb~.y Buildi ng (entrance 

Jruaison Stree"t)o 
·ll-·l!-'k***********·lE-***'kic·:c·X·,'l-********·X·****·k*·ll-*·.-*-ll-********·****·ll<*-lf-

!isitor f r om Cana~a 
Mrs. Margaret MarKv.ell I s son~ Peter S?arke, of Calgary , Canada, has just spent a:. 
fortnight i n Sydney V'Ti. th his mother", I-t is a p:!.ty Sydney didr.1 t turn on bette r 

• weather for hiti - - ·- i t :rained nearly al:i. t he visit., 
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The rll:)nbcrshi p Cor.llili ttec has much pl easure in welcoming the followin13 
new i-'Iom1::c rs to the Fcllmrnhip: 

Mrs Joa n Nohybn , Duncra i g , w.11. 
Mrs I:'.a thle0n Butler, Bonks tm·m. 

Miss Justine Isrncl, Ea stwood. 

(John Barris ford ) 

(Jaucs Rus e) 

( Ja.r.:i.e s Ruse ) 

11.shloy c. Luc2s and Miss He i di S, Lucas. Cm.1.psic, (Noth::miel Luca.s • · 
Olivin Ga s coi3ne ) 

Mrs Dlnino D.R. Bennott, Nort hmcnd. (Philip Showing. J ane 
Langl ey \Scriven) ) 

Geoffroy s. Fletcher; Northrooad, (Philip Shewing • Jane Longl ey 
· . (Scriven) ) 

Selby L, Flotchor, Five Dock. (Philip Shewing . Jone kmgley 
•' · (Scr iven) ) 

Mrp Foy'L. Davey. Crookwoll. · (John Smoll - Mary Parker) 

Apologies to Mrs Gladys Giron , of Rnilton• Tosmnni::i., for the wrong 
nru.~c being listed with Ne. thanicl Luca s in the las t issue•- It should 
h~ve been Olivin Gascoigne, 

Mcm~-'crship Comrai ttoo, 
Editor's note ; The llilLle Scl!'iven.sho~d have beon shown in parentheses 
after Philip Shewing I s na.r.1e I not after Jane Langley• s,' 

~as; pcclos 
lhonias Eccles er:l."ived on the Sca r borough a fter being convicted at the 
Surrey SUillfiler .Assizes a t Guildford in 17021 'before Wil.J.iar.af Earl o'f 
Mansfield, and Sir WjJJjam Hanry Ashurst. 
His crime wns that , , 1 , "on 6th dny of May• a bout the hour of t.2 1n 
tho night of t ho sana day, the dwelling hous e of ono Thomas Hind 
feloniously did br ook and en t er, and - ono flitch cf bacon of the 
vci;lue of 20~. and 2 half pe ck loaves of wheaten bread of the vaJ.ue 
of 2s, of ·cho goods and chat.tels of tho sa id Thos . Hind -
foloru.ously did s teal." 
Thonas was 43 yoo.r s old when convicted, s o was not a. young man when ho 
arrived with t he Firs t Floa t i n 1700. · 

The first r,10ntion of hira we f ind tha t on 21 st Octo:)er i 700 he was , 
charged with bcine in liquor, contr ary t o orders , and carrying 
VGBet obl cs out of t he go.r den ho worked i n . Prisoner s o.i d tho.t 
Cnp t , Shoo g:::.ve h i m n t wn;)l er of r w:i o.nd water f or looking a fter his 
go.r den and a l s o a slip fro□ a plan t. Eccle s WCl S f ound guilty a nd 
discissed fror:i tho gnrdcn and s en t to tho :)r ickfiolds , 

1 

It i s r e corded t ho t Thonns :Cccl os Nen t to Norf olk I s l ::md 22nd Mo.rch .

1
: 

17L9 , ::ind i n Phi lip Gi dl oy Ki ns I s l ottcrs to r-h j or Grose dated 20th 
July - 6th Uovorn1.)er 1794 r oforencc i s nodo t o him s t a ting t hat he h8.d f 
been of t ho ut mos t service at HorfoDc I s l c.md and requesting a free t 
pL.r don. _ A conditi ona l po.rdon vu s i::;r .:..,nt,, d . r 

- ---· __ ___ , 

On 14th J uly 1795 a r emi nder ,·1'.l s sent f or n f r ee po.rdon, Finnlly, on 
22nd Febr uar y 1796 o. t Norf ol k I s l and ho r e ce ived Ern:mcipotion. From 
10th Septe mber 1796 Eccle s r e ce i ved r a t i on s c.s n settler .• 

J.f you r oc.'.lll hi s sentc:.1ce w-1s f or s t o8ling ~ f l i t ch of bacon, ::m d now 
t ho hwnbl e pi g C! ppctirs t c be his mo::1ns of netking :.1 l iving i n the in:fant 
colony. Tho re cor ds s how t brnc f i tsur os : 6th August 17961 Supplied 
Government wi th 2D1 l b . pork 2 t Norfolk I s l t:i.nd . Rece i ved r ntions a s 
a ~cttlor from 10th 3optef~er 1796 . 17th Novonbor 1796 , Supplied 
999 l b . pork. 30 th July 1796 , Supplied 410 l b . pork. 

we: ho.vc no lrnowl odge of ::my children of Tho1:.1as Eccl e s , but his wif e, 
Elizo.!)cth , i s evidentl y buri ed i n thi s s 2.oe cenc t ory , n ccor ding to 
f iles in tho Mi tchell Li ;)r 2r y, whi ch sto.to : Dccl os , Eliza be t h. Ago 

(Cont i nued on P . 3 ) 



Thoons Eccles (Continued) 
105 . Free Settl er . Bur . July 27, 1035. 
l?nrrnmo. tto.. 

Samuel Mar sden. St John' s , 

Thonas Eccles died 1st April 1014 , aged 96 , nnd wns buried in this 
pl ot 3rd li.pril 1014. 
(.\ddress given nt unveiling of plo.quc a t Thomas Eccles I grove , St 
John' s Cerw tery , Po.rrcmo. tto. ) 

October o.nd November Lectures 
Tho October Lecture· on 0th October was very well-timed. It was the 
bi rthday of Governor Phillip , Qnd marked the 240th 2nnivorsnry of his 
birth. :Members of the Firs t _Floaters tho.t Wednesday n:::tde their o.nnunl 
pilgrimage to the Phillip Mcnori nl in the Royal Botanic Garden. Vice 
President M:r Tod L:i,nn l nid o. wreath. 
That evening, to tie in with the occasion, Nr Ro~)ert Irving, Sonier 
Lecturer for the School of iirchi tocturo at tho University of New 
South Wales, g::wc a to.l k enti t l ed "J'hilli-p 1 s Sydney." Mr I rving 
brought ocmy bo8.utiful slides of tho colony I s onrly nrti sts that gove 
n wonderful atnosphero and showed the dream in Phillip ' s r.1ind of 
his Sydney. Everyone qnjoyod the l ecture o.nd would ho.ve liked to 
hove listened o.11 evening nnd di s cussed the well-chosen s lides. 
Mr Irvi ng seemed to enjoy the evening o.s much ns we did , o.nd we 
thank him for cooing and br inging all the equipment o.nd projectors, 
nnd"'to.11:ing so gr o.ciousl y . 

'°- The November Lecture Eveni ng was n popuinr one, with n well-known 
speaker, Dr Peter Reynol ds , Lecturer on ,lu,chitecturo a t the Uni ver­
s i ty of Now South Wales . Dr Reynolds' topic w:1s entitled , 
"Convicts , Soldi ers , .;:'..rchi tocts; the Origi nators of Our Official 

.L\.rchi t o cturc • 11 

r 

His l ecture wns very i nfornntivc, nnd ho hns a wc:::il th of knmvl oclge 
of c o.rly Sydnes. The first archit ect of s oBe sort was Henry 
Br ower , c:ierk to Governor Philli p . Ho hnd a forbidiling counteno.nc<;J 
ond wns o.n unhnppy non - no wonder, perhnps, as ha ho.d to contend 
with l o.ck of tools nnd poor ti□:)cr. 

He wns followed by Jo.mos Bloodworth, brickrlnker , nnd nt Brickfiold 
Hill he mnde bricks wi th tho hel p of convicts . Tho woncn 
collected oysters to be burned for l ine . I t wo.s barel y enough 
for his bricks , so ho reverted to mud nnd wo.ter. 
Dr. Reynolds told us of t he m:tny stru.ggl os of early builders o.nd _ _ j 
architects . He will be b:.wk i n Fobruo.ry to deliver u t nlk on eo.:rlJi{ 
Bankstown, .:md we l ook forwnrd to seei ng _him again. 

S:::tlly K:ilino.. 

The Ballo.d of t ho Fi rst Fleet, 170D 
By How:1rd Guinness . ( Tho first ver ses npr,c.'.:\r ed in t he August , 
Soptenber nnd October Nowsl cttors ) 
Tho ·Govcrnor c'.:lrriod his burdens with courne;e , 
And these wore incl usive - tho burdens of o.11, 
The l'.:lnd ,·li th its h.:irshnes s so eas i l y betrayed then 
(1~ 1:,ushfire , n drought or a southerly squoll) • 
. tmd non wore despairi ng or drunk or r::1pacious , 
So oven his wino tasted bitter -:::is gall! 
He granted froo l nnd to the genuine set t l er , 
Though nuch of tho s oil was not f ertile or deep, 
Tho l abour was freel y provided by convi cts , 
The f::u nor to find onl y clothing nnd keep. 
Me.1 cnrthur and others grabbed nll tho.t w::is goi ng, 
.L\. l andowner' s power! A hnrvcst to r onp! 
Tho life of o. convict meant o.rduous lnbour , 
From sunrise to sunset in shnckles that galled, 

( Con.t i.rrucd 
on P. 4) 



 

The Bnl,lnd of the Fi..rJi,t Flee t , 1708 (Conti,nµ.g_q_)_ 
To voice his r e sont nont mccnt serious flogging, 

.. And f lio~ ;!.n tho wounds whe:r~ his 9ocly was u:::ulod . 
Attonptod oscnpo could b:ri nt; do~th from a bullet , 
Or back to his punishDont callousl y hauled. 
But serving n or.: s t or who r eckoned on just ice , 
His l ::ibour would count at the end of tho dny , 
A good reputation thnt steadily strengthened 
1fould gain hio ::idv::incemcnt ::ind lJrie:;htcn his wo.y . 
Hts s entence was sornoti□os cut short or r unittcd , 
He then enjoyed freedom to go or to st~y. 
Sona took up "tn.eir grants in the Ifowkosbury Valloy, 
Whore rich l nnd nwcitcd tho r esolute ho.nd , 
While others succeodod nt _l nw or in business 
And n:r:chi tect _Greonwny wns Eiuch in derinnd. . 
For Regency Bnth was tho hone of .his childhood, 
And Windsor' s fine church was tho best in tho l o.nd. 
So lovolinoss , t oo, worked 'its nn.gic upon them 
Tho sparkle of wqtor on wide gol den snnds, 
Tho bl ue open sky nnd the sunshine of v1intor , 
Tho boats on t ho harbour , tho cucnlypt s t and, 
The viow fron tho hoods and the t oll ships of Engl.and, 
The dq0r · ones returni ng, the touch of a hand. 
The soldiors~_of course , were the Governor 1s ouscl c ~. 
I n tunics of scetrlot with ousket nnd sword , 
They backed hi s ~uthor i ty, kept l nw o.ne. order , 
.And guarded tho cove so that pence W8 S assured. 
Their duti es were lisht , but their l ei sure tine henvy, 
T~en why not n gro.nt with i ts aopl o reward? 
(rJdi tor I s -l~ote : I t had been hoped to conclude t his interesting 
n~rr ~ii ve· poc□ this year , ~;ut unfortunGtoly i t is not pos sible to 
fi;nish the pocn i n t his i s s u:J) . 

n~rlJLJ;iJnoountcrs Between Tiuroponns :;ind. 1\~)oriRi11cs i n N, S. \i,_ 
('lt furth9r instnlncnt of. En::i Horp_or I s Papers on tho sub ject, I n the 
previ ous two i nstal nont s · Sir Joseph .:}mks was quoted concerni ng tho 
Aboriginos.1 indifference to the cooing of the "llndovour , 11 while 
Sydney Parkinson, the· na tural hi o-tory artist on board, was quoted as 
s t ying, "Tho nntivcs woTe so abashed at first they took little 
nqtico of us ." ) . . 
I s Parkinson ' s explan~tion sntisfying? I t socos t o ao that nwe can 
hardly have been tho r eason f or i gnoring tho ship , and this docs not 
seen to be · tho r eo.ction described i n the po.ss.:1ge quoted fron Banks• 
Journal. No , tho• j_nprossion given by Danks i s thnt tho gener al 
fqeling wo.s op.a of o.pathy r a ther thrm awo . 
I searched for an cxpl r.mation t hat would sa tisfy ny nincl. Ono 
thought that occurred to r.10 wo.s that tho ~\1)origi ncs I minc.s were so 
steeped· in fetntasy by reason of their Droantine l ogunds tha t they 
r cgo.rdod tho outLmdish shilJ as p:::irt of that clreaw world , ond 
therefore to bo acco~tod CQsuolly. 
The obj ection to this is that tho "Ilndoavour" wns sonothi ng outside 
tno field of experience eLlbr a ccd by t ho to t enic myths , soocthing 
cdopl otoly now. I t hetd. broken i n on then from another world . I 
could not forget Danks 1 . astonishncnt ett their l ock of i nterest . He did 
no:t i ndicote th8.t they rog8.rdep. the ship ns "s trt:nge" or "oonstrous •" 

. ( To bo continued) · 
Cooing Event§ . . . 
Doc. 0 : Chri s t f..l~S "Got- Together, 11 .Argyle Tavern , 6 pn. 
Dec. 13 : ~ustr□lin Day Mooting (to plan Austrclio Dny Oelebrntions ). 

6 . 30 po noon 312, i\.ssoDbly Buil ding , York Stroot. 
J on. 27, 1979 : Aus tralia Dc.y_ Dirmc.: r , Wentworth H9tel, 7 pn . · 
Jc.in. 20-29, 1979: Exhi:Jition at The Rocks; vis it to Govt. Houso·(29th). 
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