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Ploase acddress’ all correspondence to the Fellowship of First Flceters,
G.P.0. Box 4441, Sydncy 2001,

vOl- 9 No. 3
April 1978

F h sident

Since the lust Newsletter much has happened.

I was honoured to go to Canberra, over the Exster weckend, as a
delegnte to the convening meeting of the Australasian Federation

of Fomily History Orgnnisations, My husboand attended as an
observer. - , It was quite a compliment to the Followship that I was
elccted Deputy Chairman for the conference. It was very hard work,
but most rowarding, Much wos achicoved znd when the Federation
becomes 2 reality later in the year, will be o great source of
information for our Fellowship. Groups intercsted in Family History
will share their information and save a lot of duplication. Most
Statcg and New Zealand were represcnted, ond your Executive arc
waiting on the relevant material to become Foundation Members,

On 6th April, sccompaniod by our Mombership Committoe, Mrs Mory
Bailey ond Mrs Noida Jackson, I went to Government House to mox
tea, His Exceclleney very cordially received us and sent his hest

wishes for the contlnued 3dvanccmcnt of tho Fellowship of First
Fleetors.

On muosday 11th April I was guecst spcaker at Burrancer to a -
disdlgsion group, ncw to me, caolled Beta, Sigma, Fhi, A charming
group of ladies who showed great interest in the Fellowship, and

I am hopeful of somc new mombers as a flow-on from that night,

Argyle Day on the 15th April was, as usual, 2 great success. We
werc fortunate with the weather, s we hod no rain uvntil late
afternoon. L cxtond thanks to cveryone who helped on that day,
and particularly to Mrs Margaret Markwell, who d4id her usual superb

job.of organising, Mr Des Jurd and Mr Harold Stephenson for theoir
wonderful help with the tont,

Congratulations and thanks to our wonderful Mcmbership Committce,
who 2t this month's Exccutive meeting prescntod the names of 20
peoplec for admission as Members. ~ This meant many long doys of
work in authenticating all applications,. It is intorcsting to note

that this list contains the nanmc of one new "Flrst Flceter" ==
Hugh- Hughes. _

Our sincere thanks aro extended to Mrs Joycc Cowell and her husband
George, who 2re doing 2 suporb job on our Archives colleotion, This

is very dcmandlng work, ond the Exccutive express th01r appruciatlon
for what - is belng donc in this recgard.

Anjone interested in joining our 10th Birthday "get together" on
Friday 28th April at the Weinkeller at 6430 pm may still do so by
ringing me on 709-8974, A beautiful four~coursc mcal will be
gcrved for $5-50 - what a bargain night out!

A coach trip has bedn arrangcd for Sunday 28th May leaving York Streot
outside our Officc 2t 9 am to go to Gledswood Wlnery, where the old
1810 homecstead may be inspected (Caroline Chisholm is reputed to have
lived there for part of her lifec). Wine-tastings arc available,
barbecue facilities aond a bistro are provided as well as an arca for

(Continued on Page 2)
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Froi the President (Continucd)

picniec lunches, so you have a varicty to choosc fron. On leaving
the Winory we procced through Camden and~The Ozks to Burragorang
Lockout. 411 for 86. Bookings on the same phonce nurmber nas
above, (709-8974) Somc bookings arc alrcady in, so wastc no
time, thesc trips dre always nost popular,

Over a period of some nonths your Exccutive have been working on

a plan for the 200th Annivcrsary in 1988, Aftor visits by me to
the City Council and much correospondence, we can now tell you

that permission in principle hns been rcceoived fron the City
Council to crect o nenerial in a very preominent position.
Architectural estimates of costs have yet to be received, but I do
suggest to you that this is something cach and every nmember can
play a part in, no matter how far afiold you live. 1f cach menber
would undcrtake to raise ¥10, outside normal Fellowship activities,
we would make a wonderful start, Bach person has sone skills

and could put these to work -— hold pool partics, barbecucs,

knit sonething for saolec, noke cakesi and country people, how about
gelling us city folk some of your honc-spun wogl? There are many
ways you can all participate in this nost inportant projcct e

the variety is as wide as your imagination,

Regoarding the afternoon at St John's demetcry, Mr Eric Blair will
report in ‘a later issue,

I look forward to sceing many Members at the Weinkeller and om the

coach trip. ‘
Beryl ILeowis,

February and March Iectureg ,

On Wednesday cvening 8th February Mr Keith Thoopson gave a very
Anteresting leeture, "Sketching feor Children Around the Birdsville
Track". ‘ : : ’ :

The lccture was not only intcresting but so very instructive of
what o good teolerant man can do for not only the Aborigincs but
also the white children in this unusunl outbnck of Australia,
where brotherhood nnd social life are the order of the day. Aas
a rogult this has wiped out 211 colour prejudice thore.

The space, which scems to go on forever, has shown us the vastness
of cur country, and its strangc beauty.

The coleur-slidces were beoutiful, the art was clever, in its
rhythn and construction, and the lottering was ingerious,

I'm surc we would all like to havc Keith back again, when he
roturns after doing such gocd work for his pcople.

On Wedneosday 8th March Mr Harold Hort (Supcrvisor of Music in New
South Walcs for the 4.B.C.) gave an intoresting t2lk on "Music of

the Barly Colony".

He talked of the nmusic which reflected the tiﬁos and feeclings of
the convicts and scttlers. The thenc of hopelessness, sonmctines
nostalgic, =nd also acknowledgenent of guilt, cnter inte the lyricse

The carly fclksongs scened to have this therne.  Then later there
was an affcetion for the country, perhaps cncouraged by Macquarie,
and then camc the bushranger bollads, the pastoral and the nomadic,

Mr Hort also spoke of the composcr Vinecnt Wallaoo, ttho first.
virtuoso of any notc to visit iLustralin in the 1830's. He organised
the first Music Festival, at St Mory's Cathedral in 1836, and

started 2 nmusic school in Bridge Street,

Mr Hort playcd tapes of Vincent Wallace's famous songs, "Yes Let
, {Continued on Page 3)
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Isaac Knight (Continuced)

Isaac died april 11, 1842, nged 92, and his wifc Elizaboth dicd
July 15, 1827, Both arc buricd in St Jchn's Coemctery.

Death notice in "Sydney Morning Herald", 27th sapril 1842, rcads;
"at Mocquaric Groves in his 93rd year Trusty Bgt. of Tcnch and
Dawcs who had battled West from the Hawkesbury with then

50 ycars beforce".

(The above nddross was given by Mre N-ida Jackson on thoe unveiling
of the plaguc on Isaac Knight's grave, St John's Comotory at
Parramatta on 12th March 1978).

. Obituary

Miss Maude Boatrice Lee (Willinm Nash), of Balgowlah, passcd away
in hespital on 5th February, aged 91 years. The Fellowship
extonds condolenccs to funily nenbers.

Barly Encounters Between Buropeang and Hbordzines jin NoSaly

(By Ena Harper. Reprinted by lind pernmission of Ashficld
Historical Sccicty and Ena Harper)

How nuch docs the average Lustralian know about the first
cnecunters betwoecn HBuropecans and Aborigines in the early days of
the colony? Spealidng for nysclf, I nust admit I know little
of whot rcally hoppened and found it of great intoercst to
discover tho varied rcactions of cach racc to the other,  Theseo
have boon recorded in the journals of explorcrs and sottlors,
and we =21so hope to learn sonmcthing of what happenced in our own
local arca.

Baforo comncneing this rccord, it night he as well to giwve a bricef
and sincplc account of the lifc style and belicfs of ‘the Lborigines
in Australia as they existed before the DEuropeans arrived (or aos
nuch as is known fron nodern research and tribes still existing

in their natural statc).

Systonatic ficld-work into aboriginal life and custoas did not
bogin until 1926, Apart from the writings of nissionaries or
other investigators of tribal romrmonts in sottled regions, the
nost important snthropological study of the Aborigincs was done
by Baldwin Spencer and Fo Jo Gillen in Central AJustralia and
Northern fustralia in the 1890's and earricd into the 20th
century. This was alrceady late in the daye.

It is notoworthy thot Adolphus Peter Elkin, the Australian who
was to becore the foronost authority on the Aborigincs, did not

commancee his work until 1913. In that ycar in his holidays
as an Anglicon divine he sct off with a Bush Brothor te leok at
country beyond Dourko. It was herce for the first timc that he

saw. Aboriginal stone inplements and old burizl sitos.

This started hii on o carcoer of investigoation into Aboriginal

1ifc which was to make hin a world zuthority. But it was not
+i11 1927 that planncd roscarch bogan. By this time the Sydnoy
tribes were cxtinct. After pioncer rescarch work in the
Kirberloys, Profcssor Elkin succecded te the Chair of iAnthropology
in th¢ University of Sydncy at the ond of 1933, These facts are
noted to criphasise how long it was beforc therc was any roalisa-
tion that the Aboriginal culturc and knowlcedge was worth studying.

The fact that their artifacts wore perishable made archacological
finds rathoer scarcc, Profcssor Dlkin dcscribos the Aborigincs as
belonging to the Austr2lcid. group Sflonnnity.

(Tc Be Continued Next Issuc)
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"Honoux Thy Father and "
(Concluding B, Garth's interesting account of his great—great-

grandparents Edward and Susan Garth, both of whom arrived in the
First Fleet. Previous instalments appeared in the October 1977
and March 1978 Newsletters, The Garths 2nd other settlers on
Norfolk Island -~ Dbefore the days of the brutal, horriiying
Penal Settlement on the Island -~ were uprooted against their
will in 1808 to assist in the settlement of Hobart Town, The
Garths settled at Sandy Bay) :

Again quoting Amy Rowntree ia her book "The History of Sandy Bay",
"It is pleasing that Garth Avenue commemorates this pioneer family
which had the courage to settle on its difficult acres,"

Bdward's ninety-three acres emcompassed some of the most expensive
Real Estate in Hobart today, His cobber's land just two blocks
up included Wrest Point » one is tempted to drcam "What might
have been}l",

The Hobart Gazette of 1616 records the news item of a party of
five including James Garth (my grandfather's uncle) rowing 150
miles in an open boat to Oyster Bay near Swansea to gather swans®
feathers, One of their companions named Kemp was killed by
aborigines and buried under a cairn of stones on the beach, One
can only wonder at the courage and fortitude of those young men
who would tackle 300 miles of some of the . .most.hazardous waterways
of the Australian coastling — testing enough for the yachhﬂ of
today's Sydney~Hobart Race,

My greategrandfather Edward Garth and his wife Ann Billett udre
both born on Norfolk Island, Ann died in 1896 at the age of 99
and was reported as the last person.to remember the Tasmanian
aboriginals whom she befriended as & young brideg in the 1820's,

I would claim, with reasonable justification, the shortest line
of descent from a Pirst Fleeter of any Australian Citizen + and
almost certainly the shoricst descent in a dircct male line from
two First Fleeters, viz, four generations, This stems from the
fact that my father was born when his fathor was 61 and my. grande
father when his father was 43 - thus skipping two genc ations.

In retrospect I now realisc it is not co~incidence thdt for six
generations the cldest male in my family has been glven the name
Edward among his Christian nanes, .

Research has produced two nice ironies, Firstly cencerning the
first Edward - having overcome an ignoblc start he wag elevated
to the pogition of 4cting Jailer on Norfolk Island, As such he
drew the wrath of one John Morris who attempted to murder him,
Later in Hobart two crown prisioncrs were convictod of stealihg
two wethcors valuc £1.10.0 belonging to Edward Garth, Farmer - a
similar offence to that for which Edward was tranuported. They
were scntenced to 200 lashes and twelve months in irorns in the

:‘0‘1 EaNE

Sceondly, a Lt. John Shortland {(Founder of Hewcastle) spent an ‘
enforced stay on Norfolk Island due to the foundering of -the supply
ship Sirius. 48 second in rank on tho icland he undoubtedly
directed Edward Garth in the performance ol his duties., Today

in Sydney Ian Garth and John Shortland, descendants of these men,
‘-work for tho same Company.

Obviously most folk arc not particula irly intcrested in individual
cases, but I firmly believe that the Australian character (however
we define that term) has been influcnoed by our ‘convict anccstry.

I use the word gur adviscdly - until ‘the wid 1800's a high porcent-
age of Australians were of convict stock and willions of todaJh
citizens must be of conviect descent, '



The words from one of our F,.F.[F, Publications arc most approppip’ige:

"Life was hard for our forchoars, They were compecllced to get on
with the job or they did not survive, We all should continue

to be challgnged to also work, to build and cnlarge the heritage
they have given us for our children and their children',

"To live on in the hcarts and minds of descendants is never to
die'™,

Mbmbershin Conmittce

We are happy to welcome into the Fellowship the following new .
Mombers:

Williamp G. Burchcll - Northbridge (Nath, Iucas - Oliwy Gascoigne)
Miss Elizabcth Johnson — Stanmorc (Frederick Moredith)

Ralph S, Ind - Goulburn (David Kilpack) '

Richard McKcnzic -~ East Lindficld (Henry Kable ~ Susannah Holmes)
Nrs. Ena May Cartwright - Guildford (Matthew Jamcs Bveringham)

Willjam St. Cyr McDonald - Donecastoer, Vie {Wath. Lucas - Olivda
Gascoigne)

Mrs. Jeancttc Norris - Sconc (anthony Rope - Elizabeth Pulley)
Danny D. A. Norris -~ as above ) ' ‘
Matthew ¥. Collis - Manly (Elcanor Frascr)
Mise Rosemary L. Noewman - Wahroonga {(John Palmer)
Richa?d.s. &, Nowman - as above
Misg Catherine H. Ncwman - os above
Malcolm S, U. HNowman - és abovo .
Alleync W. Small - Beaumaris, Vie (John Small - Mary Parker)
lirs., Ethcl H., Carruthcrs - Bastlakes (Hugh Hughcs)
Reuben -F. Humphry - Mascot (Hugh Hughes)
Miss Beatrice licLean = Crenmornc (Williom Tunks)
Dr, Harold N, Mcers - Lavington (Nath. Lucas - 0livie G.ascoigne)
Alfred J. lMeers — North Bondi {Fath. Lucas - Oliwp Gascoigne)
Geoffrcy D. Mcers -~ as above .°
Miss Laurel Mcers < as above
Anthony L. J. Lucas ~ Coniston (iAndreow Fishburn)
Miss Loulsc f. Lucas ~ as above
Mrs. Enid J. Matthows - Morcc (Nath. Lucas - QliviaGascoigne)
Karl R. Degraa - Macksville (Fredericl Mercdith)
I1iss Dallas J. Dcgraa = as above _
lMrs. Helen Brownie — Horthbridge (Nathe Lucas — Olivii Gascoigne)
Mrs, Jean K. Timmel - Duffy 4H.C.T. (William Broughton)

' Naida Jackson.

Coning Bvents
28th Apr. (Fri,). 6430 pn, "Get together" at Weinkeller, Pitt St,

10th May (Wed.)s 8 pme Lecture by Mr Len Wernon, "Up and Down the
City Road" (on carly Gecrge St.). (Board Roon, Asscrnbly Buildingl.

28th May (Sun.). 9 am. Coach trip to Gledswood Winery.
I e WP WG



