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G. P. O. Box 4441, Sydney 2001 . 
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Erom the President 

Si nce tho· l ust Newsl e t ter much. hos h8pponod. 
r ·wns · honoured to go to Co.nben.-n, over . the E~ster weekend , os o 
aolegTt;c to tho convcming. meeting of_ tho Austrnl ns i nn Federati on , 
of FaI!i:U.y .His tory Org'.'-ni sntions , My hush:11?-d nttcnded ns nn r

1 

obser ver-. · • I t wns quite a compliment to the Fellowship that I was 
el ected DQputy Choirmo.n for tho confer ence . I t wns ver y har d work• 
but lil~t rewording. Much wos achi eved :md when the Fedorci t i on -1: 
becomes a r eality l ater i:n the yco.r , wi l l be a grcnt source of 
inform::i t i on f or our Fe_l l owship. · Groups interested in Fumil y History 
wil l shore thoi'r ·informati on nnd snvc o lot of duplic:1tion. Most . 
Stotos .'.lnd New Zcnl cmd. were represented , and your Executi ve ar c 
wai ting on the r elevant motori nl to bccooo Foundation Members , 
On 6t h .Allril, -ec-e-ou1pruu.o<1 by our Mcmborshi.p ~omm±.ttai:, , Mr~ M.:u-y 
Bailey nnd Mrs Nni dn Ja ckson, I went to Government House to morning 
tea . Hi s Excellency ver y cordially received us nnA sent )us . . best -·" 
wi shes for the conti nued ndvancemcnt of the Fcl lowsni p of First 
Floaters . 
On ~uosday 11 t h April I wns guest sponker ot Burraneer to a 
discus·s i ori gr oup, new to me , called Beta. Sigoa., Phi. A churm.ing 
group of l ndics who showed groat interest in tho Fellowship , nnd 
I am hopeful of some new mcnbers os o flow- on from that night. 
11.r gyl e D;:iy on the 15th -11.pri l was , os usual, o great success . We 
wore for~up.ntc wi th tho weather, os we h~d no r ai n until l otc 
afternoon. ~ extend thanks to everyone who helped on that day, I and particul :1rly to Mrs Margn~et Markwell, who di d her usual superb 
job .of ·orgn.nisi ng, Mr Des Jurd _nnd Mr Har old Stephenson for their 
wonder ful hel p with the t ent . 

. I 

Congr atulntions and thnnks t o our wonderful Membershi p Committee , 
who ot this nonth 1 s Executive meeting presented tho nD.Llcs of 20 
peopl e for o.d1i1i ssion os J.Vienbcrs . This meant rmny l ong days of 
work in authontico.ting nll applicati ons . I t is i nter esti ng to not o. 
tha t thi s l ist cont:::ins the name of one new "First Fleeter" 
Hugh ·,Hughes . 

Our s:i.ncere thanks ore extended to Mrs J oycc Cowell nnd her husband 
George , who er e doing a superb job on our .Archives collection. This 
i s very deo~nding work, ~nd the Executive express thei r opprocio.tion 
for what· is being done i n _ thi s rog3rd . ' 
Anyone i nterested in joining our 10th Bi rthdoy "get together" on 
Fri day 28th April a t the \'loi nkel lcr nt 6. 30 pm mc1y stil l do so by 
ringi ng mo on 709- 8974. A beauti ful f our - course meal will be 
served for ~5- 50 what a bargain night out! 
A coach tri p has been· arr::u:{ged f or Sunday 28th Moy leaving York Str eet 
outs-idc our Office a t 9 ao t o go to Gl edswood ·Winer y , who.re the old . 
1810 homestead r:lQY be inspected (Caroline Chi sholn i s reputed to have 
l ived there for pnrt of her l i f ,e) . Wino- t astings nro ovnilnbl e • 
barbecue_ facil i t i cs ~md n. bistro arc provided as well as nn arc~ for 
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Frow the President _{Continued) 

picnic lunches , so you hnvo a vnrioty to choose frou. On leaving 
the Winery wo pro coed through Cnodcn nnd '".The Onks to Burrngornng 
Lookout. ..:'..11 for $6. Bookings on the snno phono nunber as 
above. (709-8974) Sona bookings nre nl.rendy in, so wo.ste no 
tine, these trips nre nlwoys nost popular. 

Over n period of sono nonths your Executive hnvo boon working on 
n pl nn for the 200th Anniversary in 1988. After visits by ne to 
tho City Council nnd much correspondence, we cnn now tell you 
thnt pernission in principle h'.}s been received fron tho City 
Council to erect ::i nonorio.l in a. very prominent position. 
Architecturnl estinntes of costs hnvo yet to be received, but I do 
suggest to you thot this is sonething ench nnd every nenbor cnn 
plny n part in, no natter how f or o.fiold you live. If ca.ch meober 
would undort:::ike to raise $10, outside norr.10.l Fellowship nctivitics, 
we would t1oko a wonderful st.'J.rt . Eo.ch person has soBe skills 
und could put these to work hold pool parties, barbecues, 
knit qouothing for so.lo, ooke cnkcs; o.nd country people, how about 
~oiling us city folk sooo of your hone-spun wool? Thero ure ouny 
wo.ys you cnn o.11 participate in this nost inportnnt project -
the variety is o.s wide as your i magination. 

Regarding the afternoon at St John's Ceoctcry, Mr Eric Blair will 
report in ·a l ~tcr i ssue . 

I look ~orwnrd to seeing oany Members at the Woinkoller and on the 
conch trip. 

Beryl Lewis. 

February nnd Morch Lecturep 

On Wednesday evening 8th February Mr Keith Thonpson gnvc a vory 
. . interesting locturG , "Sketching for Children Around tho Bird.svillo 

Trnck". 

Tho lecture wjs not only interesting but so vory i nstructive of 
who.t n tood t olerant 00n ccn do for not only tho Aborigines but 
nlso tho white children in this unusuul outba ck of Austrnlia, 
whore brotherhood ond soci nl life nre the order of tho day. ~s 
a rofSult this hns wiped out all colour prejudice there. 
Tho spnce, which scans to go on forever, hns shown us tho vastness 
of our country, and its str nngo beo.uty. 

Tho colour-slides wore beauti f ul, the ort was clover, in its 
rhyth'.n and construction, and tho l etteri ng wns i ngeni ous . 
1 1 □ suro wo would all like to ho.vo Keith back ngnin, when he 
returns nftor doi ng such good .work for his people. 
On Wednesday 8th Morch Mr Horol d Hort (Suporvisor of Music in New 
South Wnl os f or the A.B.C.) getvo on interesting t 3.lk on "Music o:f 

·-.......---

tho Eo.rly Col ony" . ; 

Ho tnlkea of the ousic wh_ich r ofl o ctod tho tine~ and foe lings of 
tho convicts nnd settl ers . The theno of hopelessness, sonotiDcs 
nostnlgic, snd nl so ncknowl odgonent of guilt, enter into t.Ero lyrics. 
The early folksongs scened to hove thi s thenc e Then l a ter there 
wns nn ~.,ffoction for the country , porhcps oncour:igod by MncquGrie , 
nnd thon cane tho bushrnngor k il lo.ds, tho postornl nnd tho nomc.dic. 
Mr Hort a l so spoke of the coi::posor Vincent Wallace , -~ tho first. 
virtuos o of nny note to visit ii.us trnlin in tho 1830 1 s . Ho organised . 
tho firs t Music Fostivo.l, o.t St Mc:ry I s Cathodrnl in 1836 , :-:ind 
started a Busic school i n Bridge Stroot . 

Mr Hort plo.yed t apes of Vincont Wc,llo.ce' s f amous songs , "Yes Le t 
( Continued on Pago 3 ) 
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Lecturo Eveni ngs ( Continued) 

Me Li ke n Sol di er Fall" and the populr:!r "Scones Thc t ;.\re Brightest" 
fror.:1 "Mar i to.nn" . · I t was 3n enterto.ining evening, o.nd Mr Hort 
l oves his topi c nusic . Ho is o. wo.rn person to noet , o.nd 
we hope ho cnn cooe agnin soon. 

S.:il l y K::il ina . 

I saa c Kni ght 
I saa c Kn.ight ar rived in New South Wal es ns a Corporol of the 
Mo.ri nes , having been denoted on the way out f or a nisdoocanour. 
However, his service i n tho new colony was of a very high stcndard. 
Earl y ncntion of hin t olls that in May 1789 he searched for two 
oarines who wore nissing.fron n shooting po.rty out fron Rose Hill 
( t ho earl y nnne for Pnrrono.tta) . Unfortuno.tcl y t o no avail. 
I n August 1790 I so.ac o.ccoop~nied Ccpt . Tench , Mr Dawes and Mr 
Worgan ; .wi th a party.of othors, on .::n expedi tion, o.nd caopcd 
a shor·Calstoncc froo Prospect Hill. They conti nued on , 
stopping a t Pyronid Hill and discovering the Nopo~n Ri ver noar 
i ts source . Tench ' s party r eturned to Sydney expressing tho 
opini on tha t the country they h~d seen wos vnfit for agricul tur e . 
Foll owing this , on 13th Septcnbcr 1790 I saac was restored to hi s 
forner duty as Sergeant . 
On 24th Moy 1791 Co.pt . Tench, Lieut . Dawe s and Sgt . Kni ght and 
a pri vate n::irinc sot out fron Prospect Hi l l. Their purpose was 
t o asce~tain whether Richnond Hill l ay on the Hnwkcsbury River · 
or' the Nepcan River . They net a friendl y native , Dcodor a , who 
acco.cpGnied them along the river in hi s canoe , nnd w.hich they used 
t o cross over the stroan in turn. For hi s courtesy and 

: friendl iness Tench gave Decdor a o hatchet , ouch to hi s delight. 
Tho excursion conpl otloy proved th.J.t the Ho.wkcsbury and the Nepean 
were one tmd the sane ri vcr o Tench rnmcd the "el evo t i on which 
bounded our roso::irch" Kni ght Hill "in honour of our trus ty 
Sergeant who hod boon tho fsithful and inclof'nti go.bl o corJpo.ni on 
of ol l our travel s " ( Tench) o 

We have not found when I saac narricd , but there arc sevcrnl entries 
of births of the childron of I sa~c and Eliznboth M. Kni ght . A 
son, Dani el J\forks , born 1804 , Augo 28 . 11 son, J ohn r.To.rks , born 
1806 , Dac e 2. I~ son, I saac , buried J nn. 21 , 1809. il.s two 
sons have tho no.no Marks , we think th::1 t could have been Eli zabeth ' s 
maiden nano . 

1806 Muster states Isna c Knight (Goorec River s ) Gr::int H:.rnkcsbury 
Roo.d 100 a cre s . Whea t 12 nc . Maize 20 oc. Poto.toes 2 a c. 
Pasture 56 ac . Fellow 10 ac. Shoop 1M ~ Gonts 2M . 4F . 
Hogs 8M. BF. In hnnd 1 wheat 2 bush . pni zc 5 bush. Propri etor 
not victualled . 2 convi cts victualled. one convict not . 
1808 s i gned address t o Gov. Bl i gh (Banks Papers ) . 
181"0 Knight wns sent to Cnstl e Hill to pl nnt potntoos (Gov . 
Macquar i c ' s Mcnor andn ) . 
1810 July 1. I saac subscribes to fund for building n Court 
House nt Sydney (Liverpool Subscription l ist July 1, 1813) . 
I n 1819 I saac Kni ght i s listed as an Auctioneer at Liverpool , 
:ippoi ntocnt on Aug. 21, 1819 (Gove & Gen. Ordurs) , and in 1820 
as a Lo.ndholdcr , Liverpool i n NoG . vl . J uly 24 , 1820, I snnc Kni ght 
w::is a s i gnatory to Procl ncntion of Accussi on of King George IV. 
1821 Autogr aph on .1.'i..ddrcss of Wclcorac t o Gov. Mncquarie on his 
r eturn to Sydnoy frora Von Dioocn ' s Land J uly 13 , 1821. 

(Continued on Page 4) 



Isnnc KniBht (Continued) 
Isnnc died ~~pril 11, 1842, aged 92, ond his wife Eliznboth died 
July 15, 1827 . Both 8re buried in St J ohn' s Oonctory. 

Dea th notico . in "Sydney Morning Hornld", 27th li.pril 1842, roads: 
11.£1.t No cqunrie Grove s in his 93rd yoo.r Trusty Sgt. of Tench o.nd 
Dnwos who hnd bc.ttl ed Wost fron tho Hawkosbury with then 
50 years before". 
( The nbove address wo.s given by Mrs N·;ido. Jackson on the unveiling 
of tho plaque on Iso.nc Knight's gr3ve , St John' s Conotory at 
Pnrrnnnttn on 12th Mnrch 1978) • 

. . Obi tuory 
Miss J:iloudo BoDtrico Loo (Willinn Nnsh), of Bnl gowln.h, passed nway 
in hospital on 5th February, ngod 91 yonrs. The Fellowship 
extends condolences to f::wily nonbcrs . 

Early Encounters Bctwoon Europc::ms nnd 11.boriginos in N1 S1W1 

(By Enn Ha rper. Reprintocl by kind pornission of 1\shficld 
Historicnl Society and Eno. Harper ) 

How ouch docs the o.vcro.go 11.ustrnlinn know n bout tho first 
encounters between Europoons cmd l~boriginos in tho e nrly dnys of 
tho colony? Spea1':ing for nysclf , I nust ndni t I knew li ttlc 
of what ronlly h '.:lpponod ::md foWld it of gr ant interest to 
discover tho vnriod r eactions of onch r o.co to the other, These 
have boon r e corded in tho journnls of expl orers nnd settlers, 
and we ,., lso hope to learn sonothing of whe1t ho.pponod in our own 
locnl o.roa . 
,Boforo connoncing this r e cord , it n i ght boo.swell to give a brief 
and s i r:pl o .:1ccow1t of tho life style -:met bciliofs of ·the 11.borigincs 
in .Austra lin rm t hoy existed before tho Europ0::ms o.rrived (or ns 
ouch as is known fron r.1odorn r osenrch cmd tribes still existing 
in the ir nnturnl stntc). 

Sys tcr.1c: tic f i e l d -work into Aborigi nal life o.ncl custons did not 
begin until 1926 . .i.\p:..1rt f r oD the writint:;s of n i ssi onnrios or 
otho;r i nvcsti e o.tors of tribnl r -Ji:u:-c nts i n settl ed regi ons , tho 
oos t i r:iportnnt :_mthropol ogico.l s tudy of tho J.\bori gi nos wns done 
by Baldwin Spencer ond F. J. Gillon i n Control i:..ustro.lio. o.nd 
Northern l~ustro.lin i n the 1890 1 s nnd c::irriod i nto tho 20th 
century. This wo.s nlrondy l nt o in tho do.y . 

It is noteworthy th.::! t .£1.dolphus Peter Elkin, the lmstro.linn who 
wa s to bc couo tho forcnost Duthority on the Aborigines , did not 
connoncc his work m1til 191 8 . In th::i t yoJ.r in his holidnys 
ns o.n Angliccn divine ho set off with n Bush Br other to l ook at 
count r y beyond Bourke . It wns horo f or tho f i rst tine tho.the 
so.w. Aboriginnl stone i npl encnts o.nd old buri~l sites . 

.. 

--------

This s t arted hL1 on re cnroor of invosti g:ition i nto ..\.boriginnl l 
lif9 which wns to no.kc hin ::i world a uthority. But it w.:is not f 
till 1927 tho.t pLmnecl r Gse nr ch bcgnn., By this tine the Sydney 
tribes wo r e extinct . After pioneer rosonrch work i n the 
Ki2borl oys , Pr ofessor Elkin succocdud to tho Cho.ir of Anthropology 
in the Univers ity of Sydney nt the end of 1933 . These f~cts nrc 
noted to onphnsiso how l ong it was before ther e Wl1S o.ny r onlisn­
tion thnt tho .Aborigi nal culture nnd lmowl odgo wo.s worth studying. 

Tho fact tho.t the ir nrtifo cts wore perishabl e no.do nrcho.col ogica l 
f inds rnther scarce . Professor Dlkin uoscribos the Abori gines ns 
belonging t o the 1\us trb.lcic!., gr oup, -or·hil.r.nni ty • 

(To Bo Continued Next Iss ue) 



■ • ■ •■ • 111WWVWLL I I 1.n 
"Honour Thy Fa ther and ,., •• , " 
(Concluding B. Garth's interesting account of his great-great­
grandparents Edward and Susan Garth, both of whom arrived in the 
Firs t Fleet. Previous i nstalments appeared in the October 1977 
and March 1978 Newsletters . The Garths and other settlers on 
Norfolk Island before the days of the brutal , horrifying 
Penal Settlement on the I s l.:md were uprooted against their 
will in 1808 to assist in the settlement of Hobart Town. The 
Garths settled at Sandy Bay) 

Again quoting Amy Rowntree in her book "The Hi story of Sandy ·Bay 11
1 

"It is pleasing tha t Garth Avenue co[!'.l[(lewor_ates thi s pioneer family 
which had the courage to settle on i ts difficult acres." 

Edward's ninety-three a cres emcompassed some of the most expens ive 
Real Estate in Hobar t today . Hi s cobber's land just two blocks 
up included Wras t Point - one i s tempted to dream "What might 
have been11"• 

The Hobart Gazette of 1816 records the news item of a party of 
five including James G8rth (my grandfather' s uncle) rowing 150 
miles in an open boat to Oyster Bay near Swansea to gather swans• 
feathe~s . One of their companions named Kemp was killed by 
aborigines and buried under a cairn of stones on the beach, One 
can only wonder at the courage and fortitude of those young men 
who would tackle 300 miles of some of the .most.hazardous waterways 
of the Australian .coastline - ·testing_enougb. for the ya~. ·of 
today's Sydney-Hobart Race . 

My great.-gxandfather Edward Garth and his wife Ann Billett ~re 
both born on Norfolk . I s l and, Ann died in 1896 a t the age of 99 
and was reported as the l ast person.to remember the Tasmanian 
aboriginals whom she befriended as a young bridg in the 1s2o•s.. 

. ~ 
I would claim. with r easonable justification, the shortest line 
of descent from a First Fleeter of any AustraJjan 0itizcn ~ and 
almost certainly the shortest descent in a direct male lino from 
two First Fleeters. viz. four generations . This stems from tho 
fact th.:.l t my fa ther .-ws born when his father vias 61 and my . g;tdnd .. 
f ather when ro.s father was 43 - thus ski pping two gene~ations. 
In retrospect I now realise i t i s not co-incidence that for s ix 
generations tho eldest male in my f amily has been given tho name 
Edward among his Uhristian names. ·- · 

Research has produced two nice ironies . Firstly concerning the 
first Edward - havi ng overcome an i gnobl e start he was elevated 
to the pos ition of Acting J ailer on Norfolk Island. .As s uch he 
drew the wrath of one John Morri s uho o.tte r,iptcd to murder him• 
Later in Hobart t ,-10 crown prisionorc were convicted of stealihg 
two we thors value £1 .10.0 belonging to Edward Garth, FJ r mcr - ~ 
simila r offence to that for which Edward was transported, They 
we~c sentenced to 200 l o.shes and twelve months in ixous in tho 
:g~o9.. gang. 

Secondl y, a Lt. John. Shortl and (Founder of Newcastl e ) spent an 
enforced stay on Norfolk I s land duo to tho fou.11.dering of ··the supply 
ship Sirius . 1\s second in r ~ink on _tho i £:l and ho undoubtedly · 
dire cted Edward G~rth in the performance oi hi s duties . Today 
in Sydney Ian Garth o.nd John Shortlund , uoscendants of these men, 

· ·work for tho same Company. 

Obviously r,iost folk nrc no t particulurly intcrestad in individual 
cases , but I ·f irmly believe tha t the Australian character (however 
we define that t0r m) has boon influenced by our·convict·ancestry. 
I use tho word .QJll: adv:i,scdly - until ' the mid 1800 ' s a high percent­
age of Australians were of convict stock and millions of todays 
citizens must be of convict d0scont . 



 

Tho words from one of our F . F. F. Publications arc most apprOJ>ri~;-tc : 

"Life was hard for our forobo.:irs . They wore compelled to got on 
with tho job or they di d not survi ve . Wo all should conti nue 
to be chalJ.&ngod to also work , to build 2nd enlarge th8 heritage 
they have given us for our children and their children" . 

"To live on in tho hearts ancl minds of descendants is never to 
die". 

Membership Qofilfilitteo 

We are happy to wel come into tho Fellmrnhip tho following now . 
Members: 
William G. Burchell - Northbridge (Nath. Luco.s - Oli\il Gascoigne) 
Miss Elizabeth Johnson - Stanmore (Frederick r-lorcdi th) · · · 
Ral ph S . Ind - Goul burn (David Kilpnck) 
Richard McKenzi e - Enst Lindfield (Hanry Knbl o - Susannah Holmes ) 
:Mrs . Ena May Cartwri ght""'. Guil dford (:Matthew James Everingnam) 
Willi am St . Cyr :McDonald - Doncaster, Vic (Nathe·Lucas - Oliv~ 

· Goscoignc) 
Mrs . Joanette Norris - Scone (Anthony Rope - Elizabeth Pulley) 
Danny D. A. Norris - as above 
Mntthew F. Collis - Manly (Eleanor Fraser) 
Miss Rosemary L. Newman - Wi.:l.hroongE: (John Palmer) 
Richard,S . 0. Newman - as above . 
r1iiss Catherine H. Newman - ns above . 
r11al col m s •. u. Newman - as above 
All eyne W. Small - Boaum::::ris, Vic (John Small .- Mar.y Po.rkcr) 
:Mrs . Ethel H. Carruthers - Ecwt l akcs (Hugh Hughes) 
Roubcn•F . Humphry - Mascot (Hugh Hughes) 
Miss Beatrice rfoLo"..ln - Crcmor no (UillinD Tunks) 
Dr. Harold N. Moors - Lnvington (Noth. Lucas - Olivill G~s ooigno) 
Alfred J . Noers - Nor th Bondi ~Noth. Lucas - Oliv.b Gzrn coignc) 
Geoffroy D. Moor s - as above r • 

Niss Lc1!).rol Moors - as above 
Anthony L. J . Lucas - Coni ston (imdrow Fishburn) 
Miss Louise 4. Lucas - as above 
Mrs . Enid J . :Ma tthews - r1oroo (Noth. Lucns - Oliv:to.Gnscoigno) 
Karl R. Dcgraa - Macksville (rrcdcrick Meredith) 
Miss Dallas J . Dogr no - ns above 
Mrs . Holen Brownie - Northbridge (Noth. Lucas - Oliv:iu Gascoigne) 
Mrs . Joan K. T:i:rnmol - Duf f1 I • • C.T . (William Broughton) 

Noi do J ackson. 

Coning Events 

28th .Apr . (Fri. ) . 6 . 30 pn. 11 Get togothcr 11 ot Weinkcllor , Pitt st . 
10th l>fa '.1£ (Wed . ) . 8 pm. Lecture by Mr Lon Wernon , "Up end Down t he 
City Road '' ( on ea r l y Goorgo St.). ( Board Roon, .i\.ss onbly Buil ding). · 
28th May (Sun. ) . 9 o.n. Cooch trip to Gl odswood Winery. 

*****-lH-*~ 


