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From the rresident

Firstly I sincerely thank Mrs Joan Ross for filling in for me last
month, when, like many other lMembers, I was confined to bed with a
mogt disagreeable virus.

The highlight »f this last month was our Iecture Night. At the invitae
tion of tne President of the Society of Australian Genealogists, Mr
Johnson, this lecture was held at Richmond Villa, What a delightful
building this is, 8nd so sympathetically restored. When one realises
~+% one stzge there was a suggestion to demolish it, it becomes so much
. ore apparent these delightful old buildings can be moved and put to
many more ycars of uvsefulness. Whilst it was an exceptionally cold
winter night, it wzs most encouraging to have g0 many Mcmbcrs present e
the readirg room waa full,

Beryl Lcwis.

ANKTAL, MTETING

Wedneaizday 20th September 1978 at 7.30 pn

" Assorbly Building
Moeminations to be in office by 20th August 1378
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June Lectu e Evnnlnp
Beecause of illncess tie lecturer for our June meeting, Mre Valmai
~ Phillips, could not attend.

At very short notice Mr Vaughon Evans kindly came and presented a talk
about carly shinping in the latz 18t%th and early 19th centuries, He
brought very interesting slides, which enhanced the topic.

We ware vory grateful to Hr Eveas for coming and giving us his
Valuable u...GlG -] . ) E - Sa-‘ ly Kallna.

Membership Com-ittee
We welcome the Tollowing Members into the Fellowship:

Miss Joanne Lindley, Doncaster, Victoria. (Nathaniel Lucas and

u Olivia Gaseoigne)

Mr Vincent Tukoitis, Tast Kew, Victoria. (Nathaniel Lucas and

' OllVlﬂ Gascoigne)

Mrs Catherine Xarking. Highett, Victoria. (Nathanicl Luecns and
Olivia Gas c01gne)

Miss Charleite Peters. Glen Iris, Vietoria. . (Motthew Everinghan)

—-Continucd on Puage 2.










Between Zurcpeans and hAborigines (Continucd)

Barly Dncountors

deterioration in scno, This is sinilar t¢ the belicf in the Promiscd
Lond of the Jews and the Holy City of Jerusalen,

The tribal heroes also initiated ritual which was carricd out to
ensure the welleboine of the tribo. Onecc ogoin this is like the
Posscveor Feast of the Jews or certain Christian ritual such as tho
Lucharist, or Sacrancnt of the Last Supper. In other words, the
oyth is lived cut and Professcr Elkin nakes this cmphatic comnent,
"The nyth is life-giving", becnusc by this nceons prescnt—-day men are
thus linked to the sacrcd past, the source of life.

He nckes this inteoresting comment:  "We nmoy, of coursce, give cxplanae
ticns of the life~giving significonce of thesc neted nyths, which
differ from thesc given by the Aborigincs. We maoy clain that, while
individual and socizl benefits arc derived freom the rites and while
goeneral well-being is cgstablishoed by them, the source of such virtue
is not in the drcam-tine or the nythiecal age, but in the very nature
of the cercmonics themnselves. The eontenplation in unison of
symbols, myths and ritcs which are surrcunded by o halo of sanctity,
the sacrced and tonse atmcsphere of the procccedings, and the great
intensity of emction reached by the singing, dancing and infliction
of pnin — all contributc to an cxpericnee of cxaltation, courage and
well=-being and also to an accession of strength arising fror the
cxpericence of common purpose, action and focling which characterizes
all thesc taking port. 411 this is truc ond renains truc whether we
acecept or rejoet the Aborigines! traditional interprctation that
strength and 1life¢ are derived from contact with the drean—-tine",

Linkced with all this was the Aboriginal belicef in totenisn, the
rhilosophy that man and natural spcecics share a comnmon lifes  The
toten, which nay be o kangaroo or a cockatoc, not only synboliscs
tho ccrnmen reolationship of this particular human group but also acts
as a guardian or helper, so-they never injurc it unless in dire
distress, S0 the ritusl for the increasc of the specics was not an
attenpt to contrel nature by magical ncans but a way of co-operating
with noturc.

It was olso a door back inte the ctorrnsl drean~time linking the post
and the prescent to that tine when there werc no linitations of time
and spacc, fs well as tho primary totem of the group thero were
subsidiary totens such as grasscs, water, stoncs or stars, The
belief was in a cowmnon life which nan and noture shared, and the
nutual dependence of onc on the cther. We could pcrhaps conpare
this with the oneness with naturce cxpericnced by Europcan nystics and
pocts like William Werdsworth and Goerard Manley Hopkings.

Dirceectly connceted with this nystic closcncss to nature was the faet
that the Aborigincs had vory fow pogsscssions, Usunlly they wore no
clothing, had the flimesicst of dwellings, the nost prinitive weapons
and boats and very feow artifacts. This nade a deep impression on

the Europcans.
' (To Bec Continucd)
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Decath of John K. Lavott

The death occurred on 24th June, 1978, at Collaroy, of Mr John K.
Lavett, founder and firet President of the Fcllowship of First
Fleeters., Mr Lavett, who was 78, was o nan of vision, in that he
was instrunental in founding the Fellowship, and 21gc in his work
with 4id Retarded Pcrsons. The Fellowship cxtends condolences to
his fonily.
Coming Livents T
August 9 (Wed., 8 pri, at No 1 Board Roon, 4th Floor, iAsscnbly Building)
~= Mr Maurilee Sullivan, lccturc."Thcatre in Sydncy 1789 onwards'.
Septenber 20 (Wed., 7.30 pr, ¥o 1 Doard Room): Annunl Mcoting.
October 15 (Sunday, 8.30 aus: Bus picnic to Dowral and Berrina,
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