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From the Presidant
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During +tke past month it was my very sad privilege to attend the

Memorial Service Ffor the late Ald, Le¢o Port, M.B.E., Lord Mayor of

Sydrney, at tne Great Synagoguee. I am sure Menmbers will be interested

to know Jjust how very welcome I was made to feel, as their representas

tivaon Tthat cceacgion, and for my part it was an experience I shall

never forget. Ald. Port had been instrumcntal in helplng the

Fe¢¢c1:h'p ol several occasions, and Sydney certainly is the better

and. ‘mere beautiful for his cfforts, Ll
[

It web-also & great honour 1o be entertained at a Rceception at
Government Tousc by His Excellency the Governor and Iady Cutler. This
is suzh & beavtiful old buiiding and the gardens, as evening fell,
were & giovicus gight. I feel this is indeed rccognition for the
Fellovslipe -

To those new MMembers who are wainking of getting costumes to wear to
owr varicus functions, may I commend the TV programme "Against the
find,* Whils®t not purporting tc be First Flect, it is set in the
1797%s and wiil z2ive you o good idea of the clothing worn in that era.
(Mondays 8,30 zuz Lbénnﬂ- o

Your Coumitucc a¢u now assembling a library of historical books, and
any Member wishing to refer to them is very woelcome to do so in our
office or Tucs davs and Fridays between 10 am and 2 pm. They cennot
be tzken away, but do feel frec to visit the officc and..do some '
reading. Ala;? Irs Cowell is making wonderful progress with the
Archives - I home you have sent your Family History for inclusion.

The coach {trip to Berrima on Sunday October 15th promiscs to be very
interesting. We¢ have a "Mrst Fleetor," Mr G.. Squires, to escort us
around and show us all the 1nturest1ng spotse Mr Squires is the
Acting Scerctary of the local Historical Socicty. Do hurry and maks
your rezorvelion.

I+ was good to scu s0 mary at the Leeture Night this month, and parti-
cularly as our lecturer was a Mcmber, Mrs Beatrice Bradley. Mrs
Ealina will “oport on this event,.
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A ful¢ reporb of tho Annual. Generel Meeting will appear in noxt month's
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_Mrs Bthel Carruthers, of'E58ulakos, turns 100 on September 28th. Mrs
 Carruthers, a ucsvendanu of Hugh Hughes, has the honour of being
“+he nldest_MﬁAer 5T Yhe Fellowship.

“When tne- reai;scm'tha&fﬁrs"carruthors has seen more than half this™ - 7
~—country?’s 1 fe. cae.senses,. despite her great age, how young™a nation
Australia really is.- ang now many changes she would have.seen in her

lifetime and. bcw much has been achieved.

The.-Fresident 2-3 the Feliowship exiend their sincere copgratulations,
l’to Mrs Carruvthbc_ de

Beryl Icwis.
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Wc have much plecasurc in weleoming the following now Members to the
Fellowship ~- including onc new namc for our list, Jescph Elliott or
Trimby. : '

David Scott Lucas Jnr., Railton, Tasmania, (Nathanicl Lucas — Qlivia
‘ Gascoignow
Gregory James Lucas, Jar., Railton, Tasmania. (As above)

Arthur J, Lucas, Railton, Tasmania. (s above)

Raymond B, Forster, of Willoughby, N.S.W. (William Tunks)

Mrs. Joan Rowec, of Lindfiecld, N.S.W, (William Nash - Maria Haynes)
Lady Hilda D. Joske, of Strathficld. (Matthew James BEveringham)

Mrs Jessic E. Griffith, of Warwick, Queensland, (Ann Forbes)

Mrs ‘Dorothy L. Cameron, of Ashbury, N.S.W. (John Small ~ Mary Parker)
Mrs Nellie D. Dunbar, of Ashbury, N.S.W. (4s above)

Mervyn €. Crane, Stockton, Newcastle, N.S.W. (Joseph Elliott (Trimby)} )

The Membership Committce would like to apologise to Mr Vincas Lukaitis
for the incorrect spelling of his name in an carlier cdition of the
Newsletter. :

Naida Jackson. Mary Bailcy,

Wreath Taying at Phillip Mermorial

Thié year is the 24Cth anniversary of the birth of Governor Phillip, and
the Fellowship will be making the annual pilgrimage to the Phillip
Memorial in the Royal Botanic Gardcns. Date: Wednesday, October 114h,

Members will gather at 11 am in the Gardens at the Menorial, opposite
the State Library, and the wrcath will be 1aid by Mr Roy Kable, Vicce
President, in the absence on holidays of the President.

The ‘Lecturc on the same evening will be given by a representative of the
Royal Australian Historical Society, and will deal with Governor Phillip,
to tie-in with the morning's ceremony.

August Lecture

The -Lecturer for our meeting in August was Mr Maurice Sullivan, who has
worked in research of carly Australian theatre at the Sydney Opera House
library. His topic for the cvening was "Theatre in Sydney 1789
Cnwards." =

Unfortunately not many Menbers ceuld attend that wintry evening, as
many had the flu. But for the few who attended it proved to be an
intimate and friendly nccting. We sat in a2 circle passing arcund
photographs of Sydncy's early theatres, and cveryone joined in the
discussion with enthusiasn.

So many of these lovely old theatres burnt down, and it'!'s sad to think
we have no evidence of -their cxistence.

The .actors in our early days were nainly conviets (probably old profese
sionals). Tickets were a shilling, or the valuo in neat or flour. A
réPular play of 1789 was "The Recruiting Officer,” celcbrating

George I11's birthday.

The ;Theatre Royal opened in 183%, and was generally roferred to as the
first playhousc in Sydncy. Then care the Royal Victoria Theatre in
Pitt Strect in 1838, Its first performance was "Othello". The theatwxe
burnt dcwn, which was a great pity, as it was a beautiful and
speetacular playhousc.

Mr Sullivan talked ab.ut the actors and how they had to be vory

versatile, acting in Shakespeare, comedy, opera and pantomime, It

vas ‘a Golden Age of Theatre -- not like today, when old theatres such
(Continued on Page 3)






The Chaplain'!s wvoice came to then clecar and arrcsting,
"What matter the dangers through which we have passcd.

God. brought us herc safely through deldrum and tenpest, .
All" thanks for this land where our venturc is ecast!

The yecars will bring plonty if Ged's law is honourcds

If not, then a descrt we'll harvest at lastl®

The Governor later inspecting the clearing,

And thanking good fortune for nuch that he sow,

Was  startlcd by natives who stepped fronm the shadows
Porplexed and enraged at the capp on their shore.

He stiffened and lcosened his sword in its scabbard,
Alcrt to the danger of pluader or war.

Some soldiers canc hurrying up to dcfend hin,
The spears of the natives were peised for the throw,
The menent of truth had surprised theom 2t noonday,
Their scnses berused and their reflexzes slow.
But Phillip stepped forward at once with deceision,
And leid dewn.his -sword without striking a blow,
‘ ¥ (To Be Continued ia Next Newsletter)

Eardyv Encounters Botweon Europeans and dborizings in MaSia¥,

(By;Ena'Harper. Rcprinted by kind permission of Ashficld Historieal
Socicty and BEna Harper. This is the sixth instalnont published)

As ho came into Botany Bay Captain Cook looked through tho glasses at
the notives of New Holland, and wondercd what they were like, Would
they be ficree or fricndly?

In his Journal hc wrotc: "The natives do not scem to be nunmberous nor
do thpy sten to live in large bodies but disposcd in snall parties along
by the watersidc; thosc I saw werc about as tall as Europcans, of a very
dark brown colour but not black nor had they wooly frizlcd hair but black.
and lgnk nuch like ours....Sone wo saw that had their faces and bodies
painted with a sort of whitc paint or Pignent.”

They were a totally diffcrent pcople from any they had nct. The
Bnglishnen stared and stared at thom with eager curiosity. Cook wanted
only ‘friendship with these people, for ho was an cxplorer, not a
congueror, o

It scens to me that the coming of the Endcavour into that quict herbour
could only be conpared with the landing of a flying saucer at Cabarita,
- If Sydneoysiders wecre sponding a quict Sunday afternoon there, what would

thef do? Some would flee in terror, other hardier souls would gather
around to starc. :

. The . striking featurc of the Aborigincs® reaction to the corming of the
Endeavour was their indiffcrence. Sonce noy have stood and gazed at the
ship, but Joscph Banks, the botanist, reecords his amazernent at thoir
lack of interest. Ho noticed that they hardly liftced their cycs fron
their fishing or othcr cmploynent cven when the ship passcd within a
guarter of a nmilec of thon.

"The pcople secoed to be totaly ongag'd in what they were about: the
ship passcd within 2 quartcr of a milc of thom and yct thoy scarce
lifted their eycs from thuir cmploynent; I was almost inelined to think
j@@f attentive to their busincss and deafened by the noisc of the surf
they ncitheor saw nor heard her go past thene 4t 1 we came to an anchors
abreast of a small villagoe consisting of about 6 or 8 houscs, Soon
aftor this an old woman followcd by 3 children camc out of the wood,"

? (To Be Continucd)

Coning Evonts
Octy 11, 11 am: Wreath-laying Ccrcoony, Governor Fhillip Memorial,
’ Royal Botanic Gardens,
Octe 11, 8 pn:  Lecturc on Governor Phillip, No 1 Board Roon, 4th Floorw,
' Agscnbly Building, York St. (ontrance Jamison St.).
Oct, 15, 8430 am:Coach trip to Berrima (starts outsidec isscnbly Buildingr).
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