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From tho President ;

Marech has bezen a very busy month for me. I have been a guest speaker on
three occasions — at Drummoyne Civic Centre for the Red Cross, at
¥illovghby for Iare Cove Hvening View Club and at Burwocd for Concord
West View Clubh.  You can see from this 1list that the Fellowship, its
aims and objccis, ond the early history of the colony, are reaching an
ever-increasing aumcer of pecple.

I -also epent a most interesting day at Caringbah Primary School. It was
wonderful to see the enthusiasm of the teacher, who had arranged a
"oolonial day" for her 5th-~form class and a privilege for me to address

,ﬂthcmo The children were dressed vo suit the occasion and presented a

" olay, enjnoyed “colonial games"™ and were fascinated to do their writing
with pen 2ib and inkd Hach c¢hild was given a day's food ration, as near
2s possible to the original ration, and cooked it on open fires they had
built themsoelvros. Thecy cven received a "rum ration” (Coca Cola
unbeknown to “them!), I'm sure those childrcn learnt much more that day

than in tho normal. classroom, . Lt
. Iy

On Sﬁndaj Marck 18 a group of abcut 20 Mcmbers braved the elements to
attend the Dodication of the Richard Johnson Chapel at St Philip's,
Church Hi1i, T was honourced to read a Lesson during the Service.

50  many peopl.e attended the Lecture by Lord Crathorne at the Mitchell
Library that 1'm sure T misscd sceing some of our Merbers, It was a
wonderful. ovonring. a most interesting talk on Captain Cook, accompanied
by a zot of heautifuvl slides. It recally was a privilegeo to attend,.

We oxtend a vory varn welcome to lMrs Joan Cox, who answcred our appeal.
for a typist an? is now part ef our Officce Team.

I have had requesss for a Coach Trip during the cooler weather. If
‘f”cmbors can make suitable suggestions as to an intercsting place tc go,
11 be only too plcased to try to arrange it.

It was with great regret we learncd of the death of Mrs Mary Hope~Caten's
mother, Mrs 3Bortha Exily Kevin, Sinccre sympathy is extended to all

the fomily.

I look forword to sceing our lembers on Leeture Nights. They certainly
are popular ovenings, so come aleng and join us. ' "

Beryl Lewis,

"qxdncx's First ngg Jemeterieg”

Cur March Lecture was a very interesting and informative onc. The topic
o the Lecturc was the early gravoes and cemeteries of Sydney, tho title
being "Sydnoyis First Four Cometeries. The speaker was Mr Charles
Swocney, devoted student of Australinon history.

Mr Bweency told us many interesting facts surrounding the wvarious
ravestones. and had wonderful slides showing us many early graves,

nach with a story which could have come from a colourful historieal

novel, These gravestones include those of George Crossley, a

roseally lawyer who was Jovernoy Bligh's legal advisor, and cof Goorge
Jravos, wi1o Gicd on July 10, 1788 — George Graves! is the only existing
eravestone from Sydney’s Tirst cemetery, dug up at Cadman's Cottage lamc.

¥c also saw slices of +the Town Hall, where tombs and vaults were found
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a few ycars ago when the basement was being renovated., This was the site
vf onc of our original cometerics. Many of the errly graves arc at
Botany, including that of the famous Mery Reibeye.

Mr Sweconcy made us 2ll aware of the history cnc can find from thesc
carly graves, and we all fclt the nced to delve morc into the past,
and t¢ visit the fow remaining pioncer graves. Wo thank Mr Swocney
for doveting his precious time to this Leeturc, and hope to hear him
again in the ncar futurc.

Our ncxt Lecture Evening is this Wednesday (April 18), at the now time of
T.45 pn. Dr George Borgman from the Jowish Historical Socicty is the
speaker, and the titlc of the Locture is "The Tale of Australials First
Rabbi, Joscph Marcus (1767-1828)", :

A reminder, too, that there is an inspcetion of thé Great Synagogue in
Elizabcth Street this Sunday April 22 at 2 pnm.

5211y Kalina,

Membership Committce

Tho following ncw Mombers waro passced at the Deecenmbor 1978 mooting:—;

Mrs Elsic Melba Sevil, 26/1 Osborne Road, Manly. (Philip Dov%no; or
Divinc
Mrs Rhonda M. F. Barrass, P.0, Box 9, Railton, Tasmania, (Nathaniel
. ' Lucas = Olivia Gascoigne)
Nicol Macquaric Gamack, 501 Cavondish Road, Courpnrco, Q. (Frecderick
Meredith)
Mrs Almn Ellen Dusting and lise Amonda Janc Dusting, of 1/24 Edensor
h Strecet, Epping N.S.W. %Thomas Arndell)
Mrs Dounc Maxine DoL. Casimir, 25 Dover Road, Rosc Bay (James Underwood)

Ronald Shaw, 7 Ravon Crescent, Bidwell, (Nathaniel Lucas - Oliviea
: ) Gascoigne) :
Miss Kylic Jean Shaw (Jnr,) and Benjumin Jamos Shaw (Jnr.), 7 Raven
. Cres., Bidwell. (Nath. Lucns - Olivia
S ' ~ Gascoigne)
Miss Tania Shaw (Jnr.) and Craig Shaw (Jnr.), 1/35 Flotchor Street,
Bondi (Noth, Lucas - Olivina Gascoigne)
Mrs Elainc Junc Maidment, 86 fAlamcda Way, Worricwood. (Matthow
Everinghan)

The following ncw Momber was passed nt the April meeting:—— .
Philip T. Thorne, North Nowra. (Nathanicl Iucns -~ Olivia Gascoigne)

We are very pleasod to welcome all these now Meombors into the Fcllowship,
) Mary Bailey. Naida Jockson.
(Willian) Edward Flliott ‘ |

(This short outlinc of the life of Willianm Elliott was deliverced at his
gravesidc at St John's Cemectery, Parramatta, on March 12, 1978, As there
are no Members descended from William Elliott, this information was
compiled by the Membership Comnmittecn)

Elliott (1752-1822), smallholdcr, was convictod at Croydon, Surrcy,
Englond, on August 18, 1783, of burglary and was sentenced to be
transported for scven years, He sailed in the First Flocet in the
Scarberough, A farmer by trade, he was arong the handful of cnancipists
and foracr Marincs who scttledhore in 1791 aftor his sentence had

cxpired the previous year, '

Onc of the carlicst smallholders in Noew South Walcs, he was a pioncer
of the Ponds district, an arca ncar Parramatta sclected by Governor
Phillip for Elliott and 13 cther scttlors. Being single, Elliott
recelvod a 30-acre allotment which he bogan cultivating in August that
yonr, On September 11 at St John's, Porrcmatta, he marricd Ann Snith,
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a convict who had arrived in the Mory Ann on July 9. By Doccenber ho
had fcrmed a poartnership with onc of his ncighbours, Joscph Marshall,
an coancipist and former weaver who also ownced 30 acros, Tools wore
scarce, lobour impossible to procurce and the two men joined . forces
presunably in the hepe of naking better progress by pocling resourcoess
but by 1796 the partnership had broken up. '

Mcanwhile he had carned what proved to be a wholly undescrved rcputation,
In February 1792 David Burton, the Supcrintendent’ of Agriculture, singled
out Elliott and fcur others, including his partner, as nen "who cultivate
their grourd in a very slovenly nesnner, and arc very dilatory". ¥Hlliott
cloined thot his soil was poor apd unproductive, but by Octeber 179% he
had sonc six acres under grain and on additional threc clearcd. In 1796
Colling gavo him high praisc for having bred a flock of 22 shecp from a
cwe Phillip had given him in 1791, At a tinc when nost smallholdors
guickly dispcsed of their issue of Governnment stock this was an
outstanding achicvencnt, and distinguished Elliott from his assoclates,
few of whonm owned -dny-sheep, and showed him to be a man provident in .
his ways, _

His later garcer suggests that he must have been unusually diligent and
perscvering, The thirst for spirits, the high cost of living and the
adverse cllaatc which ruined so nony smallholders in the Hunter period
did not prevent hinm froo making progress, By 1800 his flock included
120 hcad, naking him one of the forcmost ohucp owners outside tho
officer class, 81x yecars later he was running 365 head on 96 acrcs

he had bought at Scven Hills. - In 1804~05 he was a private in the
Parranatta Loyal iLssociation. Although a signatory to the pro-Bligh
poetitions his fortunes did not suffer during the interregnum, for by
the time of Macquarlc 3 arrival he was the cuwncr of 400 shcep.

Eow he farcd during the intorvening ycars until his death on Lpril 19,
1822, is unknown, but his carlicr carccr suggests that he was a nman
whose personal gunlitics and achicvements Justlfy the preservation of
his menory, to which tho stone still stundlng in 89t John's Cenetery,
Purrumatt", bears tribute, .

Obituary '

The dezath occurrced on March 31 ot his residence at Cattai of Mr Ronzld
-Macquarie Arndell, a Menber of the Fellowship, descendnnt of Dr Thomas
Lrndell, a doctor with the First Flcct. Mr arndcll was aged 72. An
historian of the Haowlesbury district, he was the author of "Pioncers
of Portland" and o couple of years ago govo once of the Fellowship's
nost intercsting Lecturcs.

hs nentioned in the Prasident's Report, the decath has aolso occurred
of Mrs Bertha Emily Xevin, a Merber of the Fellowship ond mothor of
Exccutive Menber Mrs Mary Hope-Caten, in her 97th year, Mrs Kevin's
First Flecters were John Sumners, Anthony Rope and Elizaboth Pulley,

Startine Tine for Lectures

Menbers pleasc note thot tho starting tine for Icctures is now T.45 pm
instecad of 8 pn as fornerly. For tho bonafit of new Menmbers, the
Locturce arc held in the Neo. 1 Board Room on the 4th Floor of the
Asscnbly Building, York Strcet (entrance from Jamison Stroct) on the
third Wednosday of thoe nonth, There is supper to follow in the
Fcllowshipts office, Rocm 312, on the 3rd Floor of tho dAsscnbly Bullalng.

4 Convict Nanod Cooper Handy | -
(Material supplicd by Meobership Cormittec)

Coopcr Handy (or Handloy) was a Yorkshiro mnn, a weaver by trade, who.
was convicted in March 178% with two other nen for stealing 21 shillings
fron onc Thonas Wilshirg. He was scntenced to be hanged, but rcecived
a rcpricve and was ordcred to be tronsported te Anerica for scven years,
(Continucd on Poge 4)



Cooper Handy (Continucd) -

Cooper Handy was again scntonced for taking part in a_mutiny on the

ship Mercury and for cscnping fron the T‘rcury. In March 1787 hc was
noved from the hulk Dunkirk tc the PrlanShlp, which sailed from Splhcad
cn Sunday May 13, 1787. .

After arrival ot Sydncy Cove he woent cbout the work assigned te hinm in
such a way that no conplaints worce nade against hin for cither idleoncss

or dishoncstye.

In October 1788 Cooper H;nﬂv went out with an arned party to find
vegoetables and sweet tea lcaves, but straycd from his conpanicons. The
soldicrs found hin lying in their path later in the day. He had been
horribly nurdcred by the natives.

This poor man had disobeyed orders to stay with the party for safcty,
Marincs and conviets buricd hin in the placc ncar the secnc of his death,

Eardy Encountors Botwoen Egzoﬁoans and Lborigincs in N,S,W.

(A, further instalment of Ena Harper's papers on the subject, roprinted
by kind perrmission of fshficld Historical Socicty and Ena Harpery 1In
the provious couplc of instalments published in this Newslottar tho .
authorcss was discussing why the Aborigines appcarcd to be ccmpiotoly N
indifforent to the coming of the IEndeavour)

To nc the explenation is that their culturc had becen static for
thousands of yecars. Thoir social and religicus beliefs and custons
had beon handed down by werd of nouth, unchunged for hundreds of
generations, The world azround them remoined tho sanme, and they had
the cxplanations for natural phoncmcena given them: by the clderst sacred
legconds. The elders' authority was conipletely unchallenged, They
were all in a groove. Scicntific curiocsity was never stinmuwlated and
renained conpletely undeveleped. 30 whon the 4borigines looked at the
Bndeavour it was ocutsidce their range of knowlcdgc. S0 it Just daid

not register.

This sccms to be burne cut by an ineident in a book eallcd "My Crowded ,
Solitude?, by Jack Kclaren. The bouk was writton in 1911 whon Mclarcen
lived anong the dAborigincs near the tip of Capc York, In a chaptor
cntitled "The People Whoe Stood B31ill"™ occur thesc words:

*"L had a lugger-captain whe cccasionally canc ny way bring me an
acotylonc-—gas outfit and piping....so that whon all the jets were 1it

the placo was onc whitc blazce c¢f light. -
"I had thought that at lcast this light-would surprisc the natives out
of tho nonchalsance with which they accopted unusual things,. But after

a gasp of 2stonishment at the first quick fluoring of the jots, they made
neither remark nor comment, but regardcd the light as idly as though
this turning of night into day was tho most crdinary circumstance of
their lives, The fact wags that they considercd the thing inexplicable,
and it ‘'was not thoir fashion to attonpt sclving the incxplicable, They
neroly accepted it as scrmeting beyond their undcerstanding, and let it

go at that",

Eow immcasurably widc was the chasm dividing those people and nen like
Cook who livcd for the diseovery and churting of new scas and lands,

and thc seciontific tean under quku,-collucthg, sketching and classify-
ing new speeinmens of plant and aninal life, cager to cnlnrge scicntific
knowlcdgee

hnd the Buropcans felt thunsolvos to be supurlor. Banlkks thought that
the Abgrigines wore "but conc degrece renoved from tho brutes”,

But Banks did not know 211 therc was to be known abecut then, If their
rinds were primitive anéd undevcleoped in one dircction, they wero very
acuto and knowlcdgceoble in anothor. Here is another passage fron

"My Crowded Solitude™: ‘ ‘

"aesethoy had a rcemarkably 1ntlmatu knowledge and undcrutandlng of the
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bush and thc ways and the lifc of the bush. Indocd, they werc nore
conversant with their environoent than any natives I had scen. In Now
Guinca a nan might know a deal about fish and crabs and othor creaturcs
of thoe sca, and but little abcut the ercaturcs of the sca, and but little
about the crecatures of the land, bccausc he was a nomber of that scetion
cf the tribe which did little c¢lsc than fish. In the Solemens 2 man
night have an imnonse kncwledge of the animal- and bird-lifc of his
island, and but 2 superficial knowlodge of its vegetable-lifc. These
Capc York Pcople all knew all therc was to know of their surroundings ee
a circunstannco duc to the faet that being nomads who lived on what

they could catch or find thore was nocd to knew where thesc things could
be found, and bc informed of their cdible or non-cdible gualitics, for
in thc natter of fuod—huntlng i% was nainly a casc of cach man for
himzsclf. Though in sone ways they lived comnunally, in thls way they
were strongly individualistic,

"But this widce knowledge of theirs was in no wisc ragged or untidy, It
was systecnatized and recgulatced, For cach departnent of animate and
inaninate neturc thcy had 2 systcn of noncneclaturce as conprchensively
conplete as that which any trained seicntist could have dovised; and
they kncw the reclationships of the various departnents, and the
rosignificance of the rvlatlonuhlps onc to another, And all this
infornation they earriced in their heads, thoy having no ncans of
writing whatever,, and so indelibly was it inpressed upon their nmemorics
that any onec of them, cven the children, could at any time deliver an
inpronptu and nost cnlightoning disscrtation regarding, say, a weed
plucked haphazard, tclling of its flowering and sccdlng tines, 1ts
habitats and habits, of its proference for onc kind of soil and -
aversion frorm another kind of soil, with the rcasons for this preference
and avcersion, and sco on through a mnultitude of dctails, all told with a
sinplc matter-of-factness tinged with wondcr that I should nced to be
tcld thesc things at all. I think they thought mc a most ignorant
person”, v
Anyway, torrcturn to Bctany Bay. - o
It was unwisc for the Englishncn to dospiso the i4borigincs just beeause
thoy were prinitive or backward in ccrtain aspectse. They should have
becen inmpyessed by the fact that these natives were in a stote of balance
with nature. Tho Aborigincs were confident and solf-rcliant,
show1ng no signs of ncurosis, There were many things they could have
"gdught the white man.

A8 it was, the gap between then was too great. It was glaringly
apparent in the attitude of the twe grocups of pcople, those on the ship
and thcsc on the land, as the Bndcovour sailed inte Botany Bay. There
was onc lot, thousands of niles from hono, qunglng on ints now worlds
of cxperience and knowlodge, ncutely interested in all that was strange
and new; thore was the other almest inexorably beund to their tribal
torritory, indiffercent, almost dead, to anything cutside it. Yot they
were suprero spocialists in their rinute knowlcdge of nature, and wore
wilse in thc relationship between man and naturce, nan and nan, ran and
the 8p1r1tual worlda

Europcans and aborigincs, The two roces encountered cach othor at
Botany Bhy. Thoy were just human boingu, people with coonon nceds,
but so wide was the gap between them in oxpericnce and ideas they could
have becn beings from scparate plancts.

It wos a pityeess

On Sunday April 29, 1770, Captain James Cook sct out in a small boat
with Mr Jéscph Banks, Dr Sclandcr and Tupia the Tohitian for the shores
of Betony Baye. Ho was acconpanicd by other boats from the Endeavour,
In his Journal he says there were noen, women and childron on the south
shorc and he went thorce "in the hopes of spbaklng with ther". Whot
happencd?

411 the pecople ron away oxcopt two nmen who were obviously opposcd to thc
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strangers landing on their torritory.  Cock continues: "I ordered the
boats to lay upca their oars in order to speak to then but this was to
little purposc, for ncither us ner Tupio cculd understond onc word they
said".

Benks writes of it in ¢oven morce graphic fashion: '"They called
to us very ‘lcud in a harsh sounding language of which neither us or
Tupia undcrstood a word, shaking their lanecs and nmenaeing, in oll
appcarancc resolved to dispute our landing to the utnost though they
were but two and we 30 or 40 at lcast. In this nanncor we parleyed with
then feor about a quarter of an hour, they waving to us tc be gonc, we
again signing that we wanted wator and that wc ncant thenm no harm",.

What facts cmerge from these cycwitness storics?

{. The najority of the Abcrigines were very tinid and shrank fron .
mootlng the strangers faco to facc, Their answer to thce threat of
invasion was flight. : L

2, Wc cannot but be intrigucd by the sight'of two mon who refused to
panic and stayoed bchind to confrcent the Englishmen, It would be
interesting tc know if they stayod boeause of their position in the tribe,
or beeause thoy werc morce aggressive personalitics, nero outstanding
individuzls in what appears on the surfacc a standardlzed society. 4t
any rate we can only wonder -at their ccurago,

e Right hore at thc beginning is highlighted thb difficulty that
arose betwecn the two races —- the inability to communicate.

On the other hand, wo cannot but adnit the right of the natives of the
1and to mistrust the NOWCONCETS. Truc, Banks said they wantced enly
water, but Cook, though purcly an cxplorcr, had sceret instructions,
Onc of thom stated:

"You are also with the Consent of thoe Notives to take possecssion of
Convenicnt Situations in the Country in the Name of the King of Gt

Britein or: if you find the Ccuntry uninhabited toke Posscassion for
his Maj¥ by sctting up Proper Marks and Insorlptlons, as first dlS'
covercers & Posscssors”

Banks says thoy tried to show thc men thﬂy boant thorn no harn but they
could not convince then. - In his words, "They rcmained resolute',

This sccms to indicatc that there was decp distrust or the ncweoners,
and we cannot but query whether they would have been nade any nore
welecone cven if therce had been a cormon languagc,. after 211, the
Englishnen had fraterniscd with the Tahitians., It scens to ne that
the Austrzlian Aboriginces rogarded their land in a nuch nore personal
intimate way than the Polyncsians, and as being sacred to their tribe,
and so they would be merc cmoiicnally disturbed by any outsider settlng
fcot thercon.

Despite this, we cannot losc sight of the fact that the inability to
spcak any common language led to antagonism and preoblens right fronm
thie gstart,

This would appear a fitting place to considor the longuage of the
Aborigincs in gencral. In his book Profcssor 4. Pe Elkin gives a
dotailed account of aboriginal linguistics, but we can only dcal with
scrne najor points, o . :

(To be Centinued in the next Nowsletterd
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Coning BEvents n

April 18 (7.45 pm) Leeture by Dr Goorgo Bergnan “Thp Tale of Aus-

tralia's First Rabbi, Joscph Marcus (1767-1828)"
April 22 (2 pm): Inspcetion of the Great Synagogue, Elizabeth Strect.
May 16 (7.45 pn): Locture by Dr Peter Reynolds, “Horbury Hunt —-
Architect Extraordinnirc".
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