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From t he Presi dent 

It is wi th great regret I open thi s Report wi t h t he news of the death 
of our Vi ce- Patron Mr Dud~ey Oakes on 17th April 1979. He was al so 
a Foundati on Executi ve Member and an Honorary Life Member. 
Dudl ey was l oved and respected by all who knew him and will be sadly 
mi ssed~ Qui te a number of Members attended hi s Funer al Service a t 
Nort hern Suburbs Crematori um, On behalf of all Member s I extend 
s i ncere sympathy to hi s s on Douglas (immedi ate past Vice-Presi dent) 
and tho other Members of his famil y. 
Over ~aster it was my pri vilege t o a t tend , as your del egat e , t he 

r Annual Generul Meeting of the Austr al asi an Federa tion of Family 
History Organisations. This time i t was hold a t The Rocks , in 
Sydney , and two days of hard work ensued. I was agai n el ected 
Councillor (tho only one from N,S . W. ) , and I feel t hi s i s a _ 
compliment t o tho Followshipo 
On Friday 20th April I addressed the Nar r aboen Vi ew Club a t Collaroy • . 
Approxi..~atcly 80 l adi es wore i n a ttendance ~ so you can see an over­
increasing number are hearing of the Followshi po 
Foll owi ng the April l ecture by Dr Borgman" Members a ttended an 
i nspection of the Great Synagogue on Sundny 22nd April. The 
buil ding i s f ascinating , nnd I' s sure all who went n.J.ong l earnt 
a groat deal ~ no I cert ai nly did. 
Thursdo.y 26th April sow Vi ce- President Mr Roy K:::ibl o and I at 
Government Reus:),, Hi.s Excellency the Governor recei ved us and 
entertained us a t morni ng t ca o Thi s r ecogniti on i s trul y 
apprccint cdo 

r I fo l t honoured t o ·Jttcnd the Offici a l Openi ng of the Stat e Archives 
Offi ce by tho Premier , the Hano N. K. Wran ~ on Fri day 27th April. ThlLs 
buildi ng i s a wonderful addition to Sydney and extremel y. well equi pped.. 
All Members wi ll be pl eased to know that o.ftor J une "Reader s Ticket s " 
will no l onger be necoss~ry - everyone will ho.vo access to r ecor ds 
i n tho Ar chi ves Off i cee 

Ber yl Lewi s . 

Eulogy f or tho Lo.to Dudl e:z.._Oakes 

(Eulogy r eo.d at the Funer al Ser vice f or Dudley Oakes by · t ho Presi dent 
of tho Fellowship , Mrs Boryl Lowi s ): 

DudleJ Oakes wa s a Foundat i on Executive Member of the Fellowshi p of 
Fi rst Floaters~ with Membership Hoo 7,, Over tho yo -:.i r s he endear ed 
hi nscl f to a l l who c30.o i n contnct wi th hin., I n 1971 ho became our· 
Vi co-PJtron and r e ceived tho Fellowship ' s hi ghest honour, t ha t of 
Honorary Life Membership, an honour very wel l deserved and of which 
po was justifi nbl y proudo 

+-~ ~ ;. 

Ho had o. g:cco.t love of hi s Country, of its His tory , and of his Fanily. 
At hcnrt ho wo.s a true f unily nan and was r i ghtly proud of hi s ancestry 
end tho f act tha t ho wo.s 2 "First Fl eeter". 
Dudl ey wos a true Austra l i an , a good citi zen and a very good fri end , 
and beneath i t nll n very huobl o no.no Men of hi s calibre ar c very 



Eulogy for Dudl ey Oukes (Continued ) 

r nro jowol s in this troubled world, and tod8y tho Fellowship of First 
Floetors 1 crown of life i s ni ssing n vory precious j ewel. 
He will be sndly' nissccl , nnd to Dougl as nnd tho rest of t he Fnnily I 
extend tho · syop.:.1thy of the Follow ship of First Fl ee t ors and rcnind thco 
of our ootto, "To live on in tho ho-nts :rnd r.:ii nds of doscendnnts is 
never to die". Dudl ey i s gone, but his oooory ccr tninly will live on. 

Membership Conni tteo, 
We a r e pleased to wclcone the following now Mcobcrs : 
Barry R. Steele, Mi ss Rhonda Steel e~ Gregory R. Steele, of Eng3dinc, 
children of Mrs J., Steel e . (Williao Tunks ) 
Mr Stephen W. Weaver, Manly. (Willian Broughton, John Herbert and 

Deborah Ellan ) 
Mrs Phyllis Hodgson r Indooroopilly, Quoonsl ::md. (LiErnt. Thooas Davey) 
Mrs Iloa D. Madlyn, Oakville. (Robert Forrester and Anne Forbes) 
Two of tho nbovo "First Flootors" arc now to oeoborship of tho Fellow­
shi p -- Lioute Thooas Dnvey and Robert Forrester~ 

Naida J a ckson, Mary Bailey. 

April Lecture ' Evening ·, ... 
<'\_ T 

The subject of tho .April Lecture Ni ght was "Tho Tale of l~ustralia I s 
First Rabbi: Joseph Mnrcus, 1767-1828". Tho lectur er was Dr George 
Bcrgnan_'. fron the Jewish Historical Society., 
Dr BcrgrJnn told the story of Joseph Marcus, begi nning tho s tory a t 
Botnny Ccootcry~ with tho f inding of an old and worn gr avestone with 
tho- inscription "Into His Ho.nds I Cor:rrmnd My Spirit ". This s t one was 
found in tho l ate 1fiftios in the J ewi sh section of Bot nny Conotory. 
The inscription was sonowh~t u.~usuol for one on a Jewish gravestone, 
and Dr Borgr~nn bego.n to piece the nissing facts together s urrounding 
thi s stone beari ng tho nano J oseph rilarcus, who wo.s to bccooc our fir s t 
Rnbbi. 
Joseph Marcus w3s born oh 24th March 1767 in Gcr nany. He was a student 
o.t the Jewish College i n Pol and, nnd l 2tor novcd t o London. Obvi ously 
very poor, like oany people of tho ogc , ho foll into h::,rd tines, ond in 
1791 _was ~ontoncod to doo.th f or breaki ng and entering, o.llogodl y stealing 
silyorwaro . v:nl ue.d at £9 5s o His sentence was l ntor changed to seven 
yca,:,s ' har d l abour in .Austr nliao , 1 

Marcus spent sor:io tine on Norfolk I s l ands and roturnod to the nainland 
in i805. Ho bccono n fnrcor , and rented a f~rn i n tho Geor ges River 
area , but his dnys thoro were hDrd for hi n and his far:1ily . Constantly 
threatened by the Abori gines , they lived i n fear, and life was a har d 
struggle □ost of tho tine. 
Later Ma..rcus bocano o. friend -of the Rove Willirm Cowper , who held one of 
tho nost senior posts of tho Church in tho ccl onyo Both non , hi ghly 
educated , had nony a theol ogical discussion, and , both agreeing to 
disogroc , rooainod true friends . :Harcus becaIJc the Rabbi for our 
early col ony, nnd l n.tor tro.inod other non for tho inportnnt posi tion. 
He w2s a brilliant schol o.r and a good oo.n, and on r endi ng t he i nscrip­
tion on his grn.vostono one wonders if it was duo to the influence of 
hi s friend Willian Cowper,. 
We thank Dr Borgoo.n f or his inter esting l ecture , and hope to ooet hio 
again in t ~o ncnr future : 
Next l ecture will be on 20th JW).c, and will be on Bar o I sland. 

y . Sally Knlino. • 

r . . ·. 
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Tho Let to Mrs Jucmi t o. Andor.§.911 

Tho doo. th occurred in hospital a t Cowrn on 10th May of Mrs Juanita. 
Anderson (Joseph Ho.tton), a t tho ngo of 76. A 111onbo:ir of tho Fellow-
ship, Mrs Anderson no.rriod i n t o ono of tho pioneering f o.nilies of the 
Cowro. district, nnd w3s n lifelong r esi dent of tho o.reo.8 She was tho 
nother• -of. 11 children, seven sons nnd f our dnughtors , all of whon arc 
narri cd and sovorol of whoo still live in er no2r Cowra ., 

Mrs Anderson wns very well respected in Cowrn , nnd will be sadly Dissed 
by all her ir.10cdi a t e faDily o.nd othor r cl o.tivos and friends. (Mrs 
Ander son ' s husband ; tho l 3to Mr Ton Anderson, died two yoLlrs ago ). 

Spring School i n Now England .. 
A coursq on tho Hi s tory of European Scttloncnt of Now Engl and will be 
one of the courses in this yu~r 1 s Resi dential Course Spring School in 
Now Englcnd , to be hel d a t the Uni versity of Now Engl o.nd , Arnidnl o , 
fron 1 st,- 6th Soptonbor. 
Lecture Sdssi ons for "Tho History of European Settlor.1cnt 11 will be fron 
10&05 :m to 11 an on 2nd , 3rd, 4th o.nd 6th Sopto.cbore Thu course will 
gi ve o.n account of tho ·settlooont of Now Engl .:md the discoverers, 

r ~ho trio.l s of tho pionoor settlers, tho gol drushcs , the squo.ttcrs versus 
chc free sel ectors , tho pr obl ons of tro.nsport, tho per sonalities , tho 
pubs , tho rol e of officio.l don, tho growth of industries nnd t owns, tho 
changi ng pnttornso 

As pnrt of _tho course thoro will be excursions t o towns, country 
proportio~ , fine hones ~ woolsheds and f olk ouscur1s in easy di s t o.ncc of 
Arnidnl e , whi ch will illus trnto nnd oxpo.nd tho content of tho lectures . 
Tutor will be Mrs Jilliun Oppcnhoi ncr, Research Assistnnt, Dcpartocnt of 
History, University of New Ene;l :mdo 
Other courses will i nclude Tho Aborigi nes in New Engl ::rnd , Farr:iing in New 
Engl ::md , Mi ni ng in New Engl nnd and Now Engl and Sketchbook (for arti s ts). 
Enrol.Dent f oes : $160 (resi dential), $90 (non- r osi donti nl). Cl osing date 
for enrol.Dent : I11onc:ny 13t h liugus t. Enrol.Dent forns and further 
i nfornJtion f roo tho Dcpnrtsont of Conti nuing Educa tion, University of 
Now Engl cm\l: ilrc.idnl o , N.S.W. 2351. 

? Toronor a Dan Got-to_gother, Vis;t t o Norfolk I s l nnd 

j 
~n Good Friday 51 descendants and their f anilios of Nathaniel Lucas and 
Olivio. Ga scoi gne ccl obr ::, t od a got-tocothor o. t Wor onor a Dno. It proved 

I
. to be a cost wonder ful and exciting d.:ty, wha t with swappi ng infornation 

and nocting di fferent ones for tho f irst tine . Attendi ng tho gathering 
wore 4th- generati on 2nd 8th- goncr,:: t i on descendants , with sooo peopl e 
trnvolline fr or:1 as f a r ~f i el d as Wost Wynl 0ng ~md Br okcm Hill. 
As i t was such a s uccess we deci ded t o foro a connittoo , consisting of 
e i ght descendants , to orgo.nise future got-togothors and to publish a 
book t o coi ncide with tho bicentenary i n 1988 . 
On Easter Sa turday I l eft f or nn ei ght- day hol iday t o Norfolk I s l and . I 
k 1ston to Gdd that i t wns t oo short a s t ay , ns I had o. oost wonderful 
tine . 
Tho isl and itsel f is so beauti f ul and tho peopl e so friendly. My 
nothor ! s c0usi n , Ivy Hockley , and hor hus b:1nd Allon ar c at pr esent 
DQn~ging t ho Hotul Pa r adi so , where I stuycd . When I i nfornod I vy of 
her history :1nd her link with Nor f olk she wus so oxcitod. thnt she t ol d 
everyone , includi ng the ocli t or of tho i s l:mc1 1 s nows paper "Tho Norfolk 
I s l '.rndor 11

, who in turn wrote o.n ~rticl o about it anti t l od "lm Uncx­
p0ctod Link wi th Norfolk" . · 

Most of tho popula tion on Norfolk .:1r o dosccndo.nts of tho Pitcai r nors , 
and tho i s;Lmdcrs I no t wor o very i ntorcstod i n l earning of the 
i s l cnd ' s early his tory. 

Rhonda Kroehnert. 

l. 
! 



 

- 4 --
Eo. r ly Encounter s Between ::::ur ope:ms 2nd ~~bor i gi nos i n N. S.JL_ 
(Cont i nui ng Ena H~rpor 1 s p~pors en t he subj ect , r eprinted by kind 
per oi ssi on of .i~shfi ol d Hi storico.l Soci ety nnd Ena Harper. At t ho end. 
of the previ ous i nstnl.oont B!l3 H'Jrper wns nbout t o discuss tho l nnguago 
of t ho a borigines in gonor al ) 
In h:i,s book Prof essor .it . P. Elkin gi ves n detai l ed a ccount of .Aboriginal 
lingui s tics , but we con only do.:11 wi th s ooe D:::t j cr poi nts : 
1. The Aborigi nal l ~ngungo s coos t o hcvo no clear links with any that 

i s 1'"...nown. ( . .\. . A • .Abbi e : "Tho Or i gi no.l Austrnlions") 
2. Ther o wor e nt l ocst 633 .Aborigi nal l cmgungcs i n Austro.l i n . (D. A. 

Ca pell: "Lingui sti c Study of ~rnstrQlio") ~'..,-) 
3. Tho l cngungos differed wi del y in structure nnd i n vocabular y . 
4. Tho gonorol pri nci pl es of thoso l cngu:::igos or e b~si cnlly of tho saoo 

stock ::ill over tho conti ncnto 
5. They ar c norkcd by (a) preci s i on, ( b) br evi ty of expressi on, {c) 

nn cnphosi s on concretenes s , (d ) an endeavour to expres s in one 
wor d or i n 3s few as possi bl e a ccopl ete picture of a s ituation, 

Prof essor El kin 0l so o.akes thi s cooocnt : 
6. Tho l anguages bel ong t o their own cul turnl wor l d , and tho wor ds , 

p~r nse s and octhods of expressi on deri ve thei r nooning froo it. The 
cor ollary i s t h3t knowl edge of the l anguage and an under standi ng of 
thoµ6ht , belief and custon oust proceed t oge t her. · 

Eearing all t hose facts in nind , i t i s no wonder that Tupi a , tho nan 
f r on Tahit i, was just as unsuccessful as the Dnglishncn in speaking 
t o t he Abor i gines of Bot any Bny. 
But what i s uorc s i gni f i cant is that t he Aborigi nes failed t o respond 
t o s i gn l nngungo ~ I can onl y cnphnsi sc thnt they r efused n r equest 
oadc in tho nnoo of coonon hw::icni ty -- tho ceorJon need for wa t er-• 
because that wa t er o.nd tho l o.nd through which i t f l owed wos socred t o 
then and t o then only . 
When . t hey failed t o coDDunica to by s peech or s i gn, Cook t ook tho next 
stop . Ho t r i ed t o t enpt then with the delights of civilisati on , t ho 
f r ui ts of t ho tree of knowl edge , just os the ser pent t onptcd Eve . 
"We t hen thr ow t hen SuDO nails , bonds &c whi ch t hey took up o.nd socood 
not ill pl eased i n so ouch t ha t they beckoned to us t o coco :::ishor c". 
Cook was quit e wrone. They di d not ucccpt tho present s , and so another 
channel of cor.10.uni ca t i on wa s · cl oscd. , 
Whnt WD f:1 tho resul t ? Cook t ook tho thi r d step. For ce wa s used . Ho 
displ ayed hi s superi or wonponry and proved thnt in thi s r espect hi s 
s ociety wns i ndeed norc o.dv3ncedo 
"I f ired a nuskot between tho two . Ono of t hen t ook up a stone and 
t hr ew a t us , which ca used oy f iring a second nuskct l anded wi th sooll 
shot. Al though sonc of the shot s truck tho oan , yet i t hnd no other 
effect thnn t o onkc hi ct l ay hol d of a shiel d or tar get t o defend hinsclf. 
l nnodi ntcl y after thi s we l anded . We hnd no sooner done thi s than they 
t hr ow two d::,rts at us . Thi s obliged no to f ire n thi r d shot s oon 
1:1ftcr whi ch they both oadc off". 
So ended the f irst encounter be tween Europcsns and ~borigines in Now 
South Wal es . 
Aft er they l anded t he Aborigi nes nadc it pl ain t o the invader s t ha t tho 
pr oducts of an advanced soci ety wore val uel ess t o then. This seen□ t o 
tic in with the i r l a ck of inter est in tho Endeavour . 

(To Be Continued ) 

ChnnRe of 11.ddross 
Monbers who change thei r addr ess o.r c r equest ed t o noti fy the Fellowshi p 
o.s soon as possi bl e , so that tho Newsl etter n~iling lis t can be kept up t o date . Can o.nyone pl ease hel p Hith tho current addr ess of Mrs 
. .!\loo E. Dus tin& o.nd Mi s s A. J . Dusting, for ner l y of Eppin[s? 


