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Prom the President

It is w1th great regret I open this Report with the news of the death
of our Vice-Patron Mr Dudliey Oazakes on 17th April 1979. He was also
a Poundaticn Executive Member and an Honorary Life Member.

Dudley was loved and respected by all who knew him and will be sadly
missed. Quite a2 number of Members attended his Funeral Service at
Northern Suburbs Crematorium- On behalf of all Members I extend
gincere sympathy to hlS son Douglas (immediate past Vice~President)
and the other Membors of his family,

~ Over Easter it was my privilege to atteond, as your delegate, the
Annual General Meeting of the Australasian Federation of Family
History Organisations. This time it was held at The Rocks, in
Sydney, and two days of hard work ensued. i was again elected
Councillor {(the only one from N.S.W.), and I feel this is a _
compliment to the Fcllowship, '

On Friday 20th Apiril I addressed the Narrabeen View Club at Collaroy. .
Approximately 80 ladics were in attendance. so you can see an evers
increasing number are hearing of the Fcllowship.

Pollowing the April lecture by Dr Borgmen. Members attended an
inspection of the Great Synagogue on Sunday 22nd April. The
building is fascinating, and I'm sure all who went along loarnt
a great deal, as I ccrtainly did,.

Thursday 26th April sow Vice-Prcesident Mr Roy Kable and I at
Government Hcusc. His Exccllency the Governor roceived us and
entertzined us at morning tea. This rcecognition is truly
appreciated,

/~ I felt honoured to attond the Official Opening of the State Archives
Officc by the Premicr, the Hen. No Ko Wran, on Fridsy 27th April, Thils
building is a wonderful addition to Sydncy =2nd extremely well equipped,
All Mcembers will be plzased to know that after Junc "Readers Tickets!
will no longcr bo noccssary — coveryone will have access to records
in the Archives Office.

' Beryl Lewis,

Bulogy for the Iate Dudley Qakes

{Eulogy recad at the Funoral Scrvice for Dudlcey Oakes by the President
of the Fcllowship, Mrs Beryl Lewis):

Dudley Oakes was a Foundation Exccutive Member of the Fellowship of
First Flectors, with Momborship No. 7. Oveor the years he endeared
hipmsclf te nll who cance in contact with hine In 1971 he became our
Vicc-Patron and rcecived the Fellowship's highest honour, that of
Honorary Life Memborship, an honour very well deserved and of which
he was justifiably proud,

Hc had a great love of his Countfy, of its History, and of his Famlly.

At heart he was a truc fanily man and was rightly proud of his anccstry
and the fact that he was 2 "First Flecter".

Dudlcy was a truc Australian, a good citizen and a very good friend,
and beneath it 2ll a very humble nane. Mcn of his calibre are very
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Eulogy for Dudlcy Oukos (Continucd

rorce jewels in this troubled world, and today the Followship of First
Flceotors? crown of life is missing a very procious jewcl,

He will be sadly nisscd, and to Douglas and the rost of the Fanily I
exterd the synpathy of the Fellowship of First Flcetors and rcnind then
of our notto, "To livc on in the hearts and minds of descendoants is
never to die", Dudley is gonc, but his nenory certainly will live on.

Mombership Committee
¥Wc are plecsed to welcome the feollowing new Members:

Barry R. Stecle, Miss Rhonda Stcele, Gregory R. Steele, of Engading,
children of Mrs J. Stecclc. (William Tunks)

Mr Stephon W. Weaver, Manly. (Willianm Broughton, John Herbert and
Deborah Ellam)

Mrs Phyllis Hodgson, Indooroopilly, Quecnsland. = (Lieut. Thomas Davey)
Mrs Iilma D, Modlyn, Oakville.  (Robert Forrester and Anne Forbes)

Two of the above "First Flcoters" arce new to nembership of the Fellow=
ghip =~~ Licut. Thomas Davey and Robert Forrester,

Noida Jackson, Mary Bailoy,

ceye

Apri Lecturo Evcnlng ' o

'.1."!';
The subjeet of the April Lecture nght was "Tho Tale of Australia's
First Rabbi: Joscph Marcus, 1767-1828". The lecturcr was Dr George

Bcrgman, fron the Jewish Historical Socioty.

Dr Berg; on told the story of Joscph Marcus, beginning the story at
Botany Cenmetery, with the finding of an o0ld and worn gravestone with

" the inscription "Into His Hands I Cormand My Spirit". This stonc was
found in the late 'fiftics in the Jowish scetion of Botany Conetery.
The inscription was sonewhat unusucl for one on a Jewish gravestonc,
and Dr Bergnan begoan to picce the missing facts together surrounding
this stonc bearing the narce Joseph Marcus, who was to beoeone our first
Rabbi. e

Joseph Marcus was born on 24th March 1767 in Germany. He was a student
at thc Jewish College in Poland, and later moved to London., Obviously
very poor, like many pcople ef the age, he fcll into hard tines, and In
1791 wag gsentenced to death for breaking and centering, allcgedly stealing
811vorwaru valued at £9 5s. His sentcnce wes later changed to scven
yonrs‘ hard labour in Australia. v

Marcus spént scric tinc on Norfolk Island, and roturncd to the mainland
in 1805, He beecane a farmer, and rented a farm in the Georges River
arca, but his days therc were hard for hin and his fanily, Gonstantly
threatened by the Atorigines, thuy lived in fear, and lifc was a h
struggle nost of the tine.

Later Marcus bececame a fricend -of the Rev. William Cowper, who held one of
the nost scnior pousts of the Church in the ccolony, Both nen, highly
cducated, had many a theological discussion, and, both agreceing to
disagrece, rcnained true friends. Marcus becamc the Rabbi for our
carly colony, 2nd lator trained other men for the inmportant position.

He was a brilliant scholar and a good man, and on reading the inscripe
tion cn his gravestone onc wonders if it was duc tc the influence of
his fricnd Willian Cowper,

We thank Dr Bergman for his intcresting lecture, and hepe to mect hin
again in the noar futurc.

Next locture will be on 20th Juno, and w1ll be on Barc Island.
. 9ally Kalina,

;_ .
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The_ILate Mrs Juanita Anderson
The death occurred in hespitel at chra cn 10th May of Mres Juanita

Anderson (Joscph Hatton), at the age of 76, A Mcober of the Fellow
ship, Mrs Andersen narried into onc of the pionccering families of the
Cowra district, and was a lifolong rosident of the arcaa. Bhe was the

nother-cf. 11 childron, scven scns ond feur daughters, 211 of whon are
nzarricd and scveral of whom still live in cr noor Cowra,

Mrs Andersoh was very well respected in Cowra, and will bc sadly nissed
by all her immediate fanily and other rclatives and fricnds. Mrs
Andorson's husband, the late Mr Ton Anderson, dicd two years ago)e.

Spring Sphool in New England

A coursg on the History of European Scttlerment of Now England will be
cne of the courses in this yearfs Residential Course Spring School in
New Englend, to be held at the University of Now Bngland, Arnidelco,
fron 1st-8th S¢ptenboer.

Leoture Séssions for "The History of Europcan Settlonent" will be fron
10.05 zn to 11 am on 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th Scptermber. Tho course will
give an account of the scttlement of New England —— the discovercers,

7 the trials of the pionecr scttlers, the goldrushes, the squatters versus
tho frece scleecters, the problems of transport, the personalities, the
pubs, thc role of officinldon, the growth of industrics ond towns, the
changing pattoerns,

As part of the course there will be cxcursions to towns, country
proportlos, fine honcs, woolsheds and folk nuscuns in casy distance of
Armidale,; which will illustrate snd cxpand the content of the lececturcs,

Tutor will be Mrs dJillian Opponheiner, Rescarch fssistant, Departoent of

History, University of New England,

Other courses will include Tho iAborigincs in New England, Farnming in Ncw
England, Mining in New England and New England Sketchbook (for artists).

Enrolnent fees: $160 (residontial), %90 (non-residentinl). Closing date
for ¢cnrolment: Hondey 13th August. Enrolnent forms and further
infornation from tho Dopartment of Centinuing Bdueation, University of
Noew England,; Armidale, N.S.W. 2351,

Moronora Dan Get—together, Visit to Norfollk Island

Jn Goed Friday 51 descondants and their fanmilics of Nathanicl Lucas and
Clivia Gascoigne cclecbrated 2 got-toscthor at Woronora Dame It proved
to be a nost wondorful and exeiting day, what with swapping information

and nccting different cnes for the first tinc. Attending the gathering

were 4th-gencration and 8th-goncration desccendents, with sonc peeple
travelling from as far aficld as West Wynlong and Broken Hill,

As it was such a success we decided to form a cormittece, consisting of
éight descendants, to crgonise future got-togethers and to publish a
book to coincide with the bicentenary in 1988,

On Baster Baturday I left for an cight-day holiday to Nerfolk Island. I
hasten to ndd that it was too short a stay, 28 I had a nost wenderful
tinc, .

The island itsclf is so beautiful and tho pecple so fricndly. My
nother's cousin, Ivy Hockley, and her husband Allan arc at prescnt
nanaging the Hotel Paradise, whore I stayed. When I informed Ivy of
her history 2nd her link with Nerfolk she was so cxeited that she told
overyono, inecluding the editor of the island's nowspaper "The Norfolk
Islander", whe in turn wrote an article about it ontitled "in Unex—
pected Link with Nerfolk". .

Most of the population on Norfolk arc desccenéants of the Piteairncers,
and the islanders I nct were very dnterosted in learning of the
islznd's carly history. : ‘ -

Rhonda Krochnert,
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Barly DBneounters Between Durepeans ond Aborlglncs in Na.S.W,

(Continuing Ena Horper's papers on the subject, roprinted by kind
pernission of ashficld Historical Socicty and Ena Harper. At the end
of the previous instalront Ena Horper was about to discuss the language
of theo -Aborigines in goncral)

In his bock Prcfcessor w. P. Elkin gives a dotailed a2ccount of Aboriginal
linguistics, but we can only deal with sonc pajor points:

1. The Aboriginal languago scons to have no clecar links with any that
is knowne (&« Lo Abbic: "The Original Australians®)

2. There wore at least 633 Aboriginal languages in Australia. (D. A
Capell: "Iinguistic Study of australia")

3. The longuages differcd widely in structurc and in vocabulary,

4. The general principles of thesc languazes arc basically of the sane
stock 211 over the continent.

5. Thoy arc marked by (a) precision, (b) brevity of expression, (c)
an cmphosis on concrctencss, (d) an cndecavour to cxpress in one
word or in as fow as possible a ceomplete picture of a situation,

Professeor Elkin also mokes this cennent:

6, The langunges belong to their own cultural world, and the words,
vhrascs and ncethods of cxpressicn derive their ncaning fron it. The
corelliary is that knewledge of the language and an undorstandlng of
thoubht balief and custon nust procecd together,

Bearing all these facts in pind, it is no wonder that Tupia, the nan
from Tahiti, was just as unsuccessful as the Englishmen in speaking
to thce Aborigincs of Bctany Bay.

But what is nere significant is that the Aboriginces failed to respond
to sign language. I can only cnphasisc that they refuscd a request
nadec in the name of common humanity —— the comnon ncoed for water ew
becausc that watcr and the land through which it flowed was sacred to
thern and to then only.

When they failed to comnmunicate by speech or sign, Cook tock the next
step. He tried to tonpt them with the dclights of civilisation, the
fruits of the tree of knowledge, just as the scrpont toenpted Eve.

"We then threw them sone nails, beads &¢ which theoy took up and scened
not ill pleascd in so ouch that they beckoned to us to coome ashore,

Cook was quitc wronge. Thoy did not accept the prescnts, and so another
¢hannel of communication was' closed,

What was the rcesult?  Cock took the third stepe. Force was uscd. He
displayced his supcrior wcaponry and proved that in this rcspeet his
socicty was indced more advanced.

"I firod = nusket between the twe. Onc of them teck up a stone and
threw at uws, which coused ny firing a sccond musket loaded with small
shot. Although scne of the shet struck the man, yct it had no other
c¢ffcet than to noke hinm lay hold of a shicléd or target to defend himsclf,
Innedintcely aftor this we landed, We had no sconer done this than they
threw two dorts at us. This obliged me to firce a third shot scon

after which theoy both nude offM.

o ended the first encounter betwecen Buropcans and idborigines in New
South Wales.
Aftcr they landed the aborigincs nade it plain to the invaders that the

products of an advanced socioty were valucless te then.  This scenmg to
tic in with their lack of interest in the Endcavour.

(To Bc Continued)

Chanege of Addroess

Menbers who change their address aro requested to notify the Fellowship -
as soon as possible, so that the Newsletter nmoiling list can be kept
up to date. Can anycne pleazsce help with the current address of Mrs
Alma E. Dusting and liss A. J. Dusting, formerly of Epping? .
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