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Whilst writing this I am 18,000ft. above the Pacific, regretfully
returning from Norfolk Island, where I took part in the calcbrationa

- for Bounty Day, and will tell you more about this inspiring
experience next month.

Duping May I vieited and a2ddresscd thce Brighton-~le-Sands Vicw Club
at the Millers Hotel, Sans Souci, and Randwick View Club at Coogee
legion Club, I 2lso addressed Beta Sigma Phi, Mcnai Group, at
Panania on the cvening of 23rd May. Thesc arce a delightful group

- @f ladies, particularly intercsted and welcoming, These addrasses -
ire certainly bringing the Fellowship and its activities to the
notice of a grecat numbor of pcoplc.

On Saturday 12th May a very . happy group went on an inspection tour
of -Fort Denisone. For those who had not becn proviously, it was a
real revelation, both architecturally and historically. Further
visits can be arranged if sufficient Monbors show an interest,

3 felt very honoured to be invited to chair a Seminar on 19th May
for the Society of Archivists Congress at Sydncy University in both
my rolcs -= that of President of the Followship of First Fleeoters
and Councillor of the Australasian Federation of Fomily History
Organisations (AFFHO).

Unfortunately I nisscd the last Executive Meeting and the Lecture,

I thank oy Vice~Prcsidents IMr Roy Kable and Mr Ted -Linn for so
readily stepping in for nme. I was sorry to miss Dr Peter Reynolds,

as his lectures arc always well worth listcning to. But hopefully

I will be at the next Leeture in Junc,.

~Meobers will bce intcrested to know that our Officc has had a "facc
LIft%. The carpet and cxtra desk and. chairs werc sadly nccded,
They make it nuch more pleasant for our voluntcer ladices to work
and also create a bettor improssion on the mony visitors we hava
making inquirics,

I'n sorry this rcport is so short, but I'1ll certainly make up for it
next rionth,

; . , Beryl Lewise
May Lecture Evening
The title for our May Lecturc Evening was "Horbury Bunt, Architect

Extraordinary", tho speaker being Dr Peter Reynolds, Scnior Lecturer
in the Departoent of Architocturc, Univcersity of New South Walcs,

Dr Reynolds is no stranger to our Fellowship —— he has becen our gucst
speaker on scveral occasions. Each tine it has been o rewarding
and cntertaining lceturc.

May's Locturc Night was onc of his best, the subacct (a pet onc of
his) being intercsting and lively. Using no notes, Dr Reynolds
gave 1 lcoeturce which was colourful and spontancous. The slides
were beautiful, depicting the lovely and unique old hombs and
churches from the . Funter River to Ncw England (N.S.W.).

{Continucd on next page)



May Locturc Evening (Continucd)

Horbury Hunt was the first of threcce Ancrican architeets who canc to
Sydney. We know littlc of his curly years, though we know hc was
greatdy 1mprussod with English architccturc as he had visited England
ag 2 child in 1850, He trainced in Boston, Us.S.A., ond visited Sydncy
at the start of the Amcrican Civil War. He met Barnott, the Colonizl
Architeet for the colony, and he later obtained =z p081t10n with Ednund
Blucket (for the period 1863-1869). He left Blacket and started on
his own carecr.

A difficult man to work with at thc bost of times, he was sacked fronm
his position when building the Neweastle Cathedral. The building was
half finished at the tinec.

Hunt built many finc churchos ﬁhd Ehildings'from‘thé Huntcr River to
New England, In Arpidalc in 1872 he built the Church of England
Cathedral, Bishop James Francis Turner giving hin o free hand.

The New England University's administration Building he built, ‘which
ratched an English gentloeman's residence and was owned orlgln 11y by
the White famlly. e

Hunt had 2 unlquo stylc and ho was never afraid to sttonpt tho nbar 2
inpossible. Sorc of his buildings worc like the oncs fronm the East
Coast of Amorica, whilc others were on 2 grand and Gothic styles He
built: the cricket pavilion for Cranbrook School, his own hone being
Cranbrook Cottagco. He built nany schools, even a butcher's shop. The
grand old home "Tivoli", now EKacbala Girls School, was his, and his last
and grecatest triwaph was the beautiful chapel in tho Convent of the
Sacrced Heart at Rosc Bay (1890).

In 1904 HorburyiHunt diod in the poupcrs ward at St Vinec nt's Hoapltal.
He died without childrcen to follow in his work, A sad cnd for o
farious man, often called occentric and irascible but always brilliant.

Thank you, Dr Reynolds, for glVlng us an insight into a most intercsting
character.

£ o
Membeirship Roport
We have ruch pleasure in welconing the follow1ng new Menbers to tho
Followshlp.

Yirs Cynthia E., Curry, Hornsby. (William Tunks ) e
Mrs Janctte He Grounds, Bilgola Platoau. (Hugh Hughes)

Mrs Barbars N. Colcman, anthony and iLaron Colenun, TurraLurra.
(Johr Nichols)

Mervyn 8., Wearnc, Browarrina. (John Srimll - Mary Parker)
Kenneth J, Tunks, Bargo. (Willian Tunks)
Anthony R. Quinn, Erina Heights. (Matthew Bveringhan, Owen Cavanough-—
. Morzarcet Darncll ‘
Mrs Ann Mitchison, Warrawcc, (Matthow BEveringhan) . R
| Moobership Connittece.

For Salc!

The Fellowshlp has for salc five stack chulrs, with padded scats and
backs in off-whitc Vinyl at $5 cach. A roal bargain!  These chairs
nay ke inspeeted at our officc, Roon 312, 3rd Floor, assombly Building,
Margarat Strect, between 10 am and 2 pn on Tucsdﬂyo and Fridays. Hurryl
Hurry.

Returned froo Dead Letter Office

The following lotter hais beoen returnced from the Decad Lettor Office:
Addrcsesscd to Mr E. W. Chascling, Sr, 25 Lewis Btrect, Balgowlah 2093,
Can anyone plcase advisc on tho nmatter®
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Illﬁess of our Efrintof"

Mrs Barbara Townscnd (Philip Gidlcy King), Mermber of the Zxceutive and
the "printer" of this Nowslettor, has boen confined to bed ill, we
wigh hor a speedy rocovery.

200th Anniversary of Sundoy Schools

The following lettor has been rcceived fron Miss Robyn Hoskins,
Childron's and Youth Education Officer, Board of Bducation, Diocccse
of Sydncy:

During 1980 the 200th fnniversary of Sunday Schools is being coloe
brated. I an writing on behalf of thc Anglican Board of Educztion

to ingulrc whether any of your Members would be intcrested in assisting
us by conpiling the history of the Sunday Scheols in your arca, We
would really be thrilled to have intercsted people working alongside

s at a local level and would warrnly welcome any inguirics,

As part of the cclebrations we arc suggcsting that sunday School
students research their loeal Sunday School history, and so thought it
“isc to give forewarning to cach of tho Historieal Socictics. They
probably will be approaching pcople/groups for hclp later this yoar
and throughout the first part of ncxt year.

Thank you for your assistance in naking this known to your Menbers,

(Addrcss: Miss Robyn Hoskins, Children's and Youth Education Officer,
Board of Lducaticn, Dioccse of Sydncy, P.O. Box 4287, Sydney South
2000, Tclophone 20642)

Greyeliffe Housc _

(Fron "Ports of New South Wales" Journal)

"My nother, cunts and uncles have told us nuch ¢f this houst, of which
they were 211 very fond. They had o canoe and loved the swirming; I
never roncriber hearing then nention sharks. It was lonely and
difficult of acecess, but they ncarly always had a house full, as
Granny caie froo Scotland and thoere werce centinucus visitors with
lctters of introduction”.

/&i'this passage taken fron the book "Sono Houscs and Poople of Now
South Walcs", the writor, Nesta Griffiths, was rcferring to Groyeliffe
Housc, a largc and romantic Gothic villa situated in Niclsen Park in
the Sydney harbourside suburb of Vauclusc.,

In kcoping with o housc of its stylc and vintagc, Greyeliffe boasts
a ghost of its own -- albeit an ancnyrmcus onc cround whom no t:los
have hecn woven.

Willian Charlces Wentworth, the father of the australian Constitution,
tuilt Groeycliffe on part of his 424-hcetarc property at Vauclusce in
the latc 1840's. The housc was criginally intonded as a wedding
praesent for his daughter, Fanny Catherince Wentworth, but it 2ppears
that she loft Sydney for Englond in 1850 and ncver actually lived

a2t Greycliffe, St

The history of tht old mansion fron the tine of its construction to
the latter part of the last century is rather vaguc. The fow extant
rocords indicate an almost total lack of cccupuney by monbers of the
Wentworth fapily,

Fron the 1850's until 1870 it was lecased to Joscph Willis, fisq., of

whon alnost nothing is known.

In 1872, following thc death of Willion Charles Wontworth, cwncrship
of Grieyeliffe passed to his son, Fitzwillian Wentworth, who innediately
leased it to a Lady Martin, another cecupant who scens to have nade
little inmpact so far as writtcen records of the cclony are concerncd.
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Harly Encounters Between Luropeans and Aborigines in N.S.W.

(Continuing Ena Harper's papers on the subject, reprinted by kind
permission of Ashfield Historical Society and Ena Harper, The previous
instalment described Cook's unsuccessful attempt to communicate with

a group)of Aborigines, who ran off after Cook had fired several shots
at them .

3o pnded the first encounter between Europeans and 4Lborigines in New
South Wales. The 4borigines had made it plain to the invaders that the
products of an advanced socicty were valueless to them. This seems

to tie in with their lack of interest in the Endeavoure.

Banks tells in his Journal of leaving beads, ribands, cloths, etc., :
as presents in a hut where they found children hiding. He reports that
they went back later and "in the housc in which the children were
yesterday was left cvery individual thing we had thrown to them". .

Banks also calls the Aborigines "rank cowards" becausc of an ineident
in which one of the midshipmen when by himsclf met by accident a very
0ld man and woman and somc¢ childran.

"They showed signs of fear but did not zttempt to run AWLY . He had
nothing about. him to give to thoem but some parrots he had shot: these
they refused, withdrawing themsclves from his hand when he offercd
them in token either of extreme foar or disgust".

Banks says hc went botanizing "quite void of fear" because tho
Aborigincs "just kcpt away.,

Two other comments from Cook's Journal should be noted:

1. "During our stay in thé harbour I causcd the English ¢olours to be

displayed ashore every day, and an inscription to be cut out upon one
of the trecs".

2. ©Speaking of the Aborigines: "We could know very little of their
customs as we were naover able to form any conncetions with thom®.,

Alone and Unarmed. The¢ dinvaders followed the cxplorers. Governor
arthur Phillip arrived at Botany Bay on January 18, 1788, with tho
following instructions regarding the Aborigincs:

"You'arc to cndcavour by cvery possible means to open an intercourse
with thc natives, and to coneciliate thoir affections, enjoining all
our subjcets to live in arity and kindness with thenm. and if any of
our subjccts shall wantonly dcstroy them or give anv tnnccessary
interruption in the cxcrcisc of their scveral occupations it is our
will and plcasurc that you do cause such offenders to be brought to
punishment according to the degrec of the offcncee',

Phillip, accompanicd by some of his officers, went to the north shore
of Botany Bay at 3 pm about 45 minutes after the Supply cntered the
bay.

They saw a group of ALborigines and put the boat onshore necar where two
.0f their canoes were lying. Note carcfully whaot took placc. Iicute
Gidley King, in his Journal, describes what happencd whon they landed.

"They immcdiately got up and called to us in a menaecing tonc and at
the same time brandishing their spears or lances. Eowcver, the
Governor showecd them beads and ordercd a msn to fasten thor to the
stuorn of thc canoc. We then nade signs that we wanted water, when
they pointcd round the point on which thoy stood and invited us to
land -there; on landing, they dirceted us by pointing to a very fine
gtrcan of frosh water. Governor then advancod toward them lonc and.
unaricd, on which onc of them advanced towards hin but would not come
near cnough to rceceive thc beads which the Governor held out for hin,
but scemed vory desirous of having thon and nade signs for then to be
lain on the ground, which was donc, He (the native) came on with fear
and trembling and took them up, and by degrees came so near as to

i 3 3 =7 = A " .
rcccive looking glasscs &c'. (Continucd on next pegd)
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"Early Encountcrs" (Continucd)

The scenc was totally diffcrent frorm the previous cncounter betweon
Captain James Cook and the Aborigines,

1+ They respondoed to sign language and wore friendly cnough to show
the strangers whorce they could find fresh wator.

2. Thecy accepted the usclcss gifts of thoe Englishnen,
3e They allowed thenm to lund,.

Ono can only ask, What causcd the difforcnce of attitude?  There scons
to be only onc answer. It was thoe personality of Phillip himscl?f
which wrought the changc,

In the biography Fhillip of australia M, Barnard Eldershaw nakos this
corwient about him:

"In his porsonal rclations with the black pecople Phillip was very
happy. He showed ond felt no fear of then, He treated then always
as hunan beings cndowed with reason and willing to respond to rcason,
He sceons to have won tho affection of thosc who eane into personal
contact with hin, He respocted them, and they in sonce subtle way were
awarce of it. The zustere pan who could not unbend to his officors was
I wdiately on casy toerns with the natives. He novor delogated
intercoursc with ther: to othcrs. He was always the first to lay down
his arns and go arnong them. He laughed and talked by sign-language
with then, was obviously pleased with his scecial success in that
dircction ...."

There scens no doubt then that this was the scercet of the Aboriginost
differcnt rcception tc the laonding party of Governor Phillip. It is
the purposc of this study to discover what were the reactions of each
racc.to the other as tine went on.

" Further Mcctings with sborigincs. First the aborigincs werc apparcntly

surpriscd at the appearancoe of the Luropeans, Licut. King rcntions
this in the secount mentivned hifore:

(The aborigine) "sconed quite astonished at the figurc we cut in being
clothod. I think it is wvory cosy to conceive tho ridiculous figure we
nust appear to these pecor crecaturcs, who worce perfecetly naked".

Two days later King doscribes what happenod in a furthor nccoting with

tr- abocrigincs, This is a longthy description but is full of intcrest,
N. .o unce again that the nmarincs had to firce on the natives, but Governor
Phillip had no troublc in nixing with then.

" eeeeWC perecived a red fox dog and scon aftcer discovered a nurber of
the natives, whe halloo'd and node signs for us to return to our boats,
Hoving only threc marincs with ¢ and Licut, Dawss, I advanced before
then unarned, presenting scne boods and ribonds, Two of thc natives
advanced arred, but would not cone closc to rce. I then dropped the
beads and baizce which I held cut for then and retreated. They tock it
up and bound the baize arcund thoir head, They theon, in a very
vociferous nanncer, desirced us to bogonc, and cne of ther threw a lance
wida ‘of us tc show how far thoy could do ecxecution. The distonee it
was thrown was, as ncar as I could gucss, about forty yards, and when
he took it cut ¢f the ground wherce it stuck it roguired on exerticn

to pull it out ee.e

"On desceonding the hill, theoy showed thonsclves on the top of it and
were ten times oore vociferous, and vory soon after 2 lance was thrown
“oongst us, on which I urdcred cne of the marincs to fire with powder
chly, when they ran off with grcat preeipitoticen. I enmbarked and
Governgr Phillip jeined me fron the Scouth side of the Bay wherce he had
found theg natives very scciable and friocndly.

"We relonded on Lonee Point and the samc bedy of natives appeared

br:>ndishing their lances and dofying us. Howcver, we rowod closc in
(Continued on next page)




"Barly Encounters" (Continucd)

shore and the Governor discmbarked with scone prescnts, which onc of then
came and reccived. Thus peace was re-cstablished, nuch to the satige
facticn of 21l partics".

Europeans and aboriginos thon began to fraternize, ond King gives =2n
anusing account of what follcowoed. Sore of the actions zre really
strange and ironic in view of what happenced later.

"They care arcund the boats and nmany little things worc given then, but
what they wanted rost wag the groat coats and clething but hots was
nore particularizcd by then, their admiration of which they cxpressed

by very loud shouts, whonover onc of us pulled our hats off, When they
found us so very fricndly, they ran up to the man who had thrown the
lance and nade very significant signs of their displcasurc at his
conduct by pointing all thcir lances at hin and looking at us,
intinating that they only waitcd cur ordcrs te kill hin.

"However, we nade signe for then to desist and made the culprit a
present of sume beads, ctcs ... I gave twe of them a gless of winc,
which they had no sooner tasted than they spit it out.

This was the Aborigines' first rcaction to liquor. It was a product of
Buropcan eulture for which thcy had to acquire a taste. At this point
we can ask the question, "What daid the Aborigines drink in their
natural state?"

4 sweet drink was nade froam lerp sccoles of native honcy steeped in
wator in plentiful’ tincs. Flowcrs were sonctimes zdded to give
flavour, probably obtained nnainly from the ncctar. It was rcported
that in the north Pandanus nuts, crushed and stocped in watecr, werce
sonctines left to ferment., Abbic nakes the comment that, if this
were so, it was the only aslecholic drink known to the Aborigincs, and
its usc nust havg been very rostrictcd.

Understanding Bach Othor's Tanguagc.  Eing tolls of attenpts made at

understanding coch cother's language. although Captain Coolk had hecn
unskle to communicate with theose peopla, we have ncew scen that theso
two raccs could and did mako themsclves understood to cach other, As
in othor places that the British cclenised, English beceanc the spoken
and writton langusgc. Rolmnants of the Lboriginal longuage were leoft
in place-nzmes scattered all over the continent, and a fow Aboriginal
words such as billabong, kongaroc, koala, worbat, digoeridco and
corroboree werce obsorbed inte the Lnglish languoge. Ag Abbic says,
"sone® progress was nadce in conpiling o vocabulary" in thoe carly days,
anc. this can bc verificed by rcading the Journals of some of the
officers. Hewover, as the tribes dicd out thesc werds beeane rclics
of a dcad languagc.

We can &btain a vivid picturc of how the two roces cornunicated in the
Leoginning by further rcuding King's story.

"We asked thenm the narce of a nunber of :rticles, which they told us
and repeated cur words, and had already lcarnt sco puch English as to
cxpress their wants for anything by putting their finger cn it gently,
looking me in the face and saying, ‘No?!t, I nust do them the justice
to say that I heliceve then to be conscicntiously honcste

"When they found we were not disposcd: tc part with any norce things,

they entered into conversation with us which was very fully intcrpreted

by very plain signs",
. o v . .. - (T¢ Be Continued)

Coning Bvent

18th July (Wed.): "Rogucs and Vagabonds" (Enrly to Present—day
Theatre), by Thea Rowe (First Fleeter).  Venue for lecture as usual -
Fourth Floor Beard Roon, asscrbly Building, York Strcct -~ cnter by
Janison Street. Timc, 8 pi.



