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Whilst writ i ng thi s I am 18,000ft. above the Pacific, regr etfully 
r eturning from Norfolk I s l and , where I took part in the celebrationa 
for Bounty Day, and will tell you more about this i nspiring , · 
experience next month. ~ 

During May I visited and addressed tho Brighton-lo-Sands View Club 
at the Millers Hotel, Sans Souci, and Randwick Vi ew Club a t Coogee 
Legion Club. I a l so addressed Beta Si gma Phi, Monai Group, at 
Panania on the eveni ng of 23rd M3y . Those arc a delightful group 

~ of l o.di es , particulnrly interested nnd welcomi ng. Those addresses 
1r o certainly bringing tho Fellowshi p and its a ct i viti es to tho 
notice of a groa t nur:ibor of people . 
On Saturday 12th May a very .happy group wont on an inspection tour 
of -Fort Denis on. For those who h.;1d not boon pr eviousl y , it wo.s a 
r eal r evel ation , both architecturally and historically. Further 
visits can be arranged if sufficient Moobor s show an interest. 
l felt very honoured to be i nvited to chair a Scoi nar on 19th May 
for tho Society of Ar chi vi s t s Congr oss ·a t Sydney Uni vcr s i ty in both 
my roles -- that of President of tho Fellowship of First Fl cot or s 
and Councillor of tho Austr a l a s i an Federa t ion of F~raily Hi story 
Organi sa tions (AFFHO) . 
Vnfor t unatel y I ~i ssed tho l ast Executive Meeting and the Lecture. 
I thank ny Vice-Pr es i dents Mr Roy KJ.bl o ,:md Mr Tod -Linn for so 
:reo.dily stoppi ng i n for ce . I wa s sorry to 1:i.iss Dr Poter Reynolds , 
as his l ectures arc o.lways well worth listening to. But hopefully 
I will be at thu next Lecture in June . 

,,.--"1eober s will be interest ed to know tha t our Offico has had a "face 
· .Jft11 • The car pet and extra desk and- chairs were sadly needed. 

They no.kc it nuch mor e plcnsunt for our vol unteer l ndi cs to work 
Qnd o.l so crco. tc a bettor i uprcssion on the QO.ny vi s i t ors we hnvo 
ooking inquiries. 
I'o sorry this r eport i s so short, but I'll certainly no.kc up for it 
11oxt nonth. 

Beryl Lowi s . 

Mav Le.cture Evening 
p 

The title for our Mny Lecture Evening wo.s "Horbury Hunt, Architect 
E4-traordin:J.ry", the spanker being Dr Pe t er Reynol ds , Senior Locturer 
in tho Departncnt of Architocturc , Uni versity of Now South Wo.l cs . 
Dr Reynolds is no s tranger t o our Fellowship -- ho ha s been our guest 
s peaker on scvero.l occasions . Eo.ch t ine i t has boon a r owo.rding 
and onterto.ining l ecture . 

''( 1 

May ' s Lecture Ni ght wa s one of his best , tho subject (a pct one of 
his) being i nteresting o.nd livel y . Using no not es , Dr Reynolds 
g~vc o. l ecture which w~s colourful o.nd spont~noous . Tho slides 
wore beautif ul, depict ing tho lovely and uni que old hones and 
churches from the •.HUnter River to Now Engl o.nd (N. S.W. ). · 

·;t Continued on next page ) 



Moy Lecture Evening (Continued ) 

Horbury Hunt wa s the first of throe Ancricnn o.rchitocts who co.no to 
Sydney. We know litt l e of hi s o::.:rly years, though wo know ho was 
grently i nprcssed with English Grchi tecture as ho hud visited England 
as n ch~ld in 1850. Ho t r a i ned i n Boston , U.S . Ae , ~nd vi s i ted Sydney 
at tho l!!t:1rt of the Anori co.n Civil Wsr. Ho not Bnrnott, tho Coloninl 
~rchitoct for the colony , o.nd ho l c tor obtained a position with Ednund 
Bl ucket ( for tho period 1863-1869) . Ho left Bluckct und st3rtod on 
his own c:::ir oor. 
A difficult nan to work with at tho best of tines, ho w~s sa cked fron 
his position when building tho Nowcastl o Cathodr~l. The ouilding was 
half finished a t the tine. 
Hunt built no.ny fino churches n~d buiidi ngs froo tho Hunter River to 
Now England. In Arnidalo in 1872 hu built tho Church of England 
C,:ithcdrc1l, Bi shop Janos Francis Turner gi vi ng hir.1 '1 fro~ hond. 
Tho Now England University's Adoinistro. tion Building he .built, 'which 
r.iatchcd nn English gcntl ormn' s resi dence and wo.s owned ori ginnlly by 
the White f nnily. , . . 
Hunt had a unique .style and ho. wo.s never ufro.id to s ttc r.:.pt the 'hbq_r 
i npossiblc. . Sonc of his buildings wore like t ho onos fron the East -
Cocist of Anorico. , whil e others were on a grcmd cmd Gothic styl e~ He 
built:tho cricket pavilion for Cronbrook School, hi s own hone being' 
Cr:::mbrook Cottage . Ho built o::my s chool s I ovon o butcher's shop. Tho 
grand old hone "Tivoli", now Kaobnl o. Girl s School, w::.1s hi s , and hi s l us t 
and gr oo.test tri unph w::1s tho bunutiful chnpcl i n tho Convent of tho . 
S3crod Heart at Roso Boy (1890). 
In 1904 Horbury .Hunt diod in tho pa upers word at St Vincent's Hospital. 
Ho died without children to follow i n his work. il sad end for n 
f nnous onn, often cnllod eccentric and irascible but always brilliant . 
Thank you, Dr Reynolds , for gi ving us on i nsi ght i nto n nost inter esting 
chnro 9tor. • , 

'% 
Sally Kalina. 

MoobctshiP Report 
We have nqch_plGosurc in wclcoDing tho followi ng now MoDbors to tho 
Fellowship: . 
?1rs C~nthia E. Curry , Hornsby . (Willior.1 Ttmks ) 
Mrs Jnnott o H;. Grounds , Bilgol n PL1te:iu. (Huch Hue,hcs ) 

Mrs Borbo.ra N. Col onon , anthony and Aaron Ool ou3n, TurroDurra . 
(Johr_ Nichol s) 

Mervyn S. Wear no , Brcworrina . (J ohn Snal l - Mary F::rkc"r )'-
Kenneth J. Tunks , B:lr go . (Willinn Tunks } 

Anthony Re Quinn, Erina Heights . (lYb tthow Evoringhon, 
Mar gur ot Darnell) 

Mrs Ann Mitchi son, Worrawoc. (lY1:1tthow Evoringhnn) __ _ _ 

Owen Covanough-

Mooborship Connittoo . 

For Sal o ! 
chciirs , with padded soo t s nnd Tho Fell owship has fo r sol o five s t a ck 

backs ,i n off- white Vinyl a t $5 each. 
noy bo inspected a t our office , Rooo 
M3r g::.1ro t Stroot , between 10 an :::ind 2 
Hurry l 

A r eal bs:::. rgu.i n ! Those chairs 
312, 3rd Floor , ilSsor.bly Buil ding , 
pn on Tuosd:1ys nnd Frid:::iys . Hurry! 

Returned fron Dead Lotter Office 
Tho foll owi ng l ott er hi s boon returned fron tho Doad Lett er Office : 
ilddrcsscd t o Mr Ee W. QhasQling 1 Sr, 25 Lowi s Stroot , Bnlgowloh 2093. 
C;m nnyone ploDso on.vise on the na t t er ? 



i 

............ ..., .......... . 
--- -}---

Illness of our "Printer" 

Mrs Borbnro Townsand (Philip Gidley King ), Mcnbcr of tho' :Cxocutivc nnd 
the "printer" of t hi s Newsl ottor, hns boon confined to bed ill~ We 
wish horn speedy r ocovory. 

200th Anniversary of Sundey School s 

The following l otter h:.1s boon r eceived froo Miss Robyn Hoskins, 
Children's Qnd Youth Educ~tion Officer, Boor d of Educati on, Diocese 
of Sydney: 

During 1980 tho 200th ·.An.niversQry of Sunday Schools i s being colo­
br otod. I nn writing on bohnlf of t ho knglicnn Boord of Education 
t o inquire whether :my of your Monbers would bo interested in assisting 
us by coopiling tho hi s t ory of tho Sunday School s in your a rea . We 
would ro3lly be t hrilled to hove i n t erested people working alongside 
us a t n local l evel nnd would wnroly welcouo nny inquiries . 
As ·port of the cel ebrati ons we ore suggesting t hn t Sunday School 
students r esearch their l ocal Sunday School history, nnd so thought it 

,........_ ipo to give forownrning t o oach of tho His t orical Societies. They 
probably will be cppr onching poopl e/eroups f or hol p l ater this yoar 
and t hr oughout t ho f irs t port of next year. 

Thunk you f or your assistance in onking t his kno,wn . to your Mcobers. 

(Addr ess : Mi ss Robyn Hoskins , - Childr en's 3nd Youth Educ.::i tion Officer, • I 
Board of Education, Diocese of Sydney , P.O. -Box A287, Sydney South 
2090. Te l ephone 20642) 

Greycliffe House , 
(Fron "Port s of Now South Wnl os" Journal) 

•~1y net her, nunts nnd uncles hove told us uuch cf this house , of which 
they wore nll very fond . They ho.cl n co.noo ::md l oved the swi nnj ng; I 
never r ononbor hco.ring then oonti on shnrks .. It wo.s l onel y .o.nd 
di fficul t of access , but they near l y o. l wo.ys had a house full, os 
Granny cane fron Scotl '.md and there wore continuous vis itor s with 
l etter s of i ntroducti on ". 

/ ' 
· .1 this passage t aken f r oo tho book "Sooe Houses and Peopl e of New 
South Wnl os", tho writer, Nest a Griffi ths , vDS r of e:rrinc to Greycliffc 
Houso , a l nrgo ond r onontic Gothic villc1 s i tua t ed i n Ni el son P::ir k in 
tho Sydney horbours i de subur b of Voucl uso. 

I n keeping with Q house of its styl e and vi ntngo, Grcycliffe boc s t s 
a ghost of its own -- ::il bei t an nnonynous enc ::r ound when no t ::l os 
hnvo been woven. 

Willia□ Charl es Wentworth, tho 'f a t her of the Aus trnlinn Constituti on, 
built ~roycliffe on po.rt of hi s 42½-hoctnr e property ot Vnucluso in 
tho l a t o 1840 1 s e Tho house wa s or i gi no.lly i ntended ns n wedding 
pro sent f or his daughter , F~mny Cather i ne Wentworth , · but it c1 ppoa1"s 
tha t sho l oft Sydney for Engl ::mcl i p._.1.s50 --nnd never cwtu2lly lived 
o t Groycliffc . · · 

Tho his t ory . of' tho ·ol d rnmsion fr cr.1 t he tine of its construction t o 
the l otter part of tho l o. st century i s r nthor vogue . The fow extant 
r ecords .indic-'.lto nn nl nost t ot ol l ock of occup::ncy by nonbcrs of the 
Wentworth f anily. 

Fron tho 1850' s until 1870 it was l oo sod t·o J oscph Willis , Esq., of 
whoo nl uost nothing i s known~ 

I n 1872 , f ollowing tho dea th of Willicn Charles Wentworth, ownershi p 
of Grc.:ycliffo passed t o hi s son , Fitzwilliao Wentworth, who innedi a t ely 
l ocrncd i t to o Lndy !Vinrtin, ;::mother cccupc_mt who soocs t o ho.vo DQ.do 
litt l e i npnct so f o.r as written r 8cords of tho col ony o.r o concerned . 

Im .. ~ 



Early Encounters Between Europeans and Aborigines in N.s.w. 

(Continuing Ena Harper's papers on the s ubj ect, r eprinted by kind 
permi ssion of Ashfield Historical Society and Ena Harper. The previous 
instalment de s cribed Cook's unsuccessful att empt to communicate with 
a group of Aborigines, who ran off after Cook had fired several shots 
at them) 

So pnded the first encounter bet,veen Europeans and ~borigines in New 
South Wales . The Aborigines had made i t plain to the invaders- that the 
products of an advanced s ocie ty were valueless to thorn. This seems 
to tie in with their l a ck of interest in the Endeavour. 

Banks tells in his Journal of leaving .beads, ribands, cloths, etc., 
a s presents in a hut wher e they found children hiding. He reports that 
they went ba ck later and "in tho house i n which t ho children wore 
yesterday was l eft every individual thing we had thrown to them" • . 
Banks also cal.Is . the Aborigines "rank cowards " be ca use of an incident 
in which one of . the midshipmen when by himself mot by accident a very 
old man and .woman a'nd some children. 

"They showed signs of f oe.r but did not attempt to run away. He had 
nothing about him to give to them but some parrots ho hnd shot: those 
they r efused, wi t'hdrawing thomsolvcs from his hcmd when ho offered 
them in token either of oxtromo foar or disgus t". 
Banks s ays ho went botanizing "quite void of fear" beca use tho 
Aborigines ·just kept away. 

Two othc.r comments from Cook's Journal should be noted: 

1. "During our stay in the harbour r ca used the English colours to be· 
displa yed ashore every day, and an inscription to bo cut out upon one 
of tho trees". 

, · 2. Spoaking of tho Aborigines: "We could know very little of their .. . 
cust ·oros as we wor e novor nbl o to form any conne ct ions with them". 

Alone and Unarmed. Tho invaders followed tho cxplorqr s . Governor 
Arthur Phillip nrrivod a t Botuny Bay on J anuar y 18, 1788, with tho 
follpwing instruct ions r egar ding tho Aborigi n~s: 

"You·are t o endeavour by every possible moans to opon an intor'Coursc 
with tho na tives , and t o conciliate their affections , en joining all 
our subjects to live in nr::i t y and ki ndness wi th t hen . And if any of 
our sub jects shall wantonly des troy t hem or give an:v unnecessary. 
interruption in t ho exorcise of thoi r sever a l occupations it i s our 
will and pl eas ure th::i t you do ca use s uch of f ondors to be brought to 
punishment a ccording to the dogr ce of t ho off ence". 

Phillip, a ccompanied by s one of hi s officer s , wont to tho .north shore 
of Botnny Bay a t 3 pm about 45 oi nutos after tho Supply ontcrqd t he · 
bay. · 

They saw a group of l~boriginos .::md put tho boa t onshore near where two 
. of their ·co.noes wer e lying . Noto cur of ully wha t took pl a ce 4 Lieut . 
Gidley King , in his Journal, dcscribos wha t h~pponod when they l anded. 
"They i mm.odia t ely got up :md called to us i n a mena cing tone and a t 
t ho sane tiL1e brandishing thei r s pear s or l ances . However, the 
Governor s howed ther:i beads and or der ed o. nan t o f ast en then t o the 
s t er n of tho canoe . We t hon D:J.do signs ths t wo wanted wa t er, when 
they pointed r ound t ho poin t on whi ch they s tood and i nvi ted us to 
Lind .ther e; on l anding , they dire cted us by poi nting t o o v0r y f i ne 
s troan of f r osh wc1 t cr. Governor t hen odvnncod tow0.r d then ~;l ono ;,:nd , 
unar ~od, on which one of then advanced towar ds hi e but would not con8 
near enough to r e ceive tho beads whi ch t ho Gover nor hol d out f or hin . 
but scened vory desirous of havi ng tho0 and oado s i gns for t hen to b0 
l a in on t he gr ound, which wa s done . Ho ( t he na t ive ) cawe on with f0ar 
and t r cobling and took t hen up , and by degr ees cane so near as t o 
rece i ve looking gl 3.s s os &c" • ( Conti nued on next page ) · 
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"Early Encornters" (Continued) 

Tho scone was totally di fferent fron tho previous oncornt or between 
Cnpt nin J accs Cook and tho Aborigines . 
1. They responded to s i gn l etngu.::i ge o.nd wore friendl y enough to show 
t ho stranger s whor e they coul d find frosh wntor . 
2. They a ccepted the usel ess Gifts of t h0 Englishnon . 
3. They nllowod thoo to l ~nd . 
Ono can only ask, Wha t caused tho diffcroncc of ottitude? Ther e scoos 
to be only one answer. It w::1s tho per sonality of Phillip hinsolf 
which wrought tho change . 
I n tho biography Phillip of Aus tralia N. Bo.rnnrd Eldcr shaw nakos this 
cooncnt about hio : 
"In his personal r ol o. tions wit h the bl Dck peopl e Phillip was very 
happy . He showed and f elt no fear of then. He treated thee always 
as huonn bei ngs endowed with r eason s nd willing to r espond to rea son. 
Ho s coos to hnvc won tho nffcction of those who cane i nto personal 
contact with hio. Ho r espected then , and they i n sooc subtl e way were 
awnr e of it . The nus toro nan who coul d not rnbund t o his offi cers was 

:cdi atcly on oa sy t erns with tho natives . He never de l ega ted 
i ntercour se with then to other s . Ho was a l wuys tho f irs t to l oy down 
his a r os ond go aoong thcD. Ho l aughed and t alked by s i gn-language 
with then , was obviously pl eased with his s0cial s uccess i n tha t 
direction• •••" 
Thero socns no doubt then that this was tho secr et of tho Aborigines • 
different r cc~pti on t c the l .::indi ng party of Governor Philli p . It i s 
t ho purpose of thi s study to di s cover what wore tho r cncti ons of each 
r ncc to tho other as t i ne went un. 
Furth.or :Mee tings with Aboriginus . Firs t tho--1{hor:igi nos wor e --appur ontly 
s urprised ot tho appear ance of the Eur opeans . Lieut . King c entions 
this i n tho uccount r.1cntionod b<..)for o: 
(The Aborigi ne) " scorn::d quite astonished ot t ho fitsurc we cut in being 
cloth0d . I think it i s very ousy t o conceive the ridiculous f i 3urc we 
oust oppo.::r t o thcso poor crea tures, who wor e porfoctly naked". 
Two days l a ter King describes wha t happened in a further ncoting with 
t )----, ~bori gincs . This i s n l engthy Qcscripti on but i s full of interest. 
N .... ~c ·once, again t ha t the rmrincs hod t o fire on the na tives , but Governor 
Phillip had no troubl e in nixing with thoo. 
" •••• we percei ved a r ed f ox dog ~nd soon uftor dis covered a nunbor of 
the natives , who h9ll oo 1 d .:ind nado s i {s!ls for us t o r e turn to our boats . 
H,~:ving onl y thxee oarinos wi th no and Lieut . Daw0s , I advanced bofor o 
thew • rn::ir ncd , pre sen tin~ s000 bonds bnc~ ribands . Two of the no. tivcs 
advanced nr ecd , but would not cone close t o no . I then dr opped tho 
beads and baize which I hel d out f or theo and r ctroo.ted . They t ook it 
up nnd bornd tho baize ar ound th0i r head . They then, i n a very 
vociferous nanner , desired us t o begone , and one of then threw n l ance 
wi ~o '.of us t o show how f ar they coul& do execution . The di s t ~nco i t 
was t hr own was , as near as I coul c". guess , about f orty yards , and when 
ho t ook it ·vut 0f tho gr ound whor e it stuck it required o.n exertion 
t o pull it out •••o 

"On clcscending tho hill, they showcc~ th0esJl vos on tho t op of it oncl 
were ton tir:.10s nor o vocifer ous , ond very soon '.:lftcr o. l ance wo.s thrown 
3Dongst us , on which I 0r dcr cd one of the nur i nos t o f ire with powder 
only; wh0n they r o.n off with gr o.::i t pr ecipi t a tion . I onbarked and 
Governor Phillip j oi ned no f r on the South s i de of the Buy whor e ho had 
f ound the n~tivcs very s oci ubl o Jnd fr i 0ndly. 
"We r ol '.:lnded on kmco Poi nt and the sonc body of. n~tivos appeared 
br _mdishing thoir L:mcos :-1nd defying us . However, we r owed cl ose i.i1 

(Continued on next pnge ) 



 

"Early Encounters" ( Continued ) 
·, ... 

shore and tho Governor di soGbo.r kod with sooo presents , which one of then 
csr.10 and r e ceived . Thus p03 CO w.:ls r o- ostnblishod , r:iuch t o tho sa tis­
f a ction of :ill parties". 
Europouns o.nd l1bori gi nos than began to frntornizo, ond King gives an 
~musing a ccount of whc1t followed . Sona of the acti ons arc really 
strnnge and ironic i n view of .wha t happened l a ter . 
"They c::ir.::o nroun(1 the boots and nnny little things were given then, but 
whnt they wanted e ost w.:ts tho groat coa ts cine. clcthine but h3.ts was 
norc particuL,rizo:1. by then, their adr:::.ir;) tion of which they expr essed 
by very loud shouts, whonovor ono of us pulled our hats off. When they 
found us so very friondly, they r an up to tho nan who had thrown tho 
l ance and oado very s i gnificant s i gns of t heir ~ispl casur o a t his 
conduct by pointing all thoir lances a t hi .o. and l ooking a t us, 
intir.:mting thc:1 t they only w3i tod our or e.ors t o kill hi n . 
"However, wo oadc s i gns for thon t o c.osist and oado the culprit a 
present of sono bcQds , etc ••••• I tsnvo twc of t hen n gl ass of wino, 
which tho.y had no sooner t a sted thnn they spit it out". 
This was tho Aborigines' first r eacti on t o liquor. It was a product of 
European cultur e for which they had to acquire 3 tnsto . At this point 
wo can ask tho quosti on, "Wha t di d tho i;.boriginos dr ink in their 
no.tural sta te?" 
A sweet drink was nndc fron lorp sc2l os of native honey s teeped in 
water i n pl enti ful· tines. Fl ower s wore sonotiscs 2ddod to give 
flavour, pr obably obt oined r.n inly fron the nocto.r. It wns r eported 
tha t in tho north Pnndonus nuts , cr ushed o.nd stooped in water , wore 
sonotinos: l oft to forncnt. 11.bbi o n ::ikos tho cor.rr.:ont thr:t , if this 
wore so , it wa s tho cnly alcch9).ic drink known to the ~boriginos , and 
i ts _usc nust hnvo boon very r estricted. 

. , !'.l' 
·.') 

Understandi ng Each Other's Language . Ki ng tolls of o.t t onpts nadc a t 
understanding or\ch other ' s Lmguagc . Al though Capt8in Cook had boon 
unoble t o conr:unic:Jto wi th those peopl e , we h2vc new soon tha t those 
two r ocos coul :1. ::mcl cl.id L1;_iko th0nsolvos unc:er s tood to cnch other . As 
in other pL, ccs thS? t the Briti sh c0l cnis cd , English bccnr.10 tho spoken 
and written Lmgu:..go . Rounnnts of tho 11bcr i gi mll l c1ngungo wore l eft 
i n pl ~1 co-no.ocs s c8ttorcd o.11 over tho continent , and a few Aboriginal 
words such a s billo bong, kJngar oo , ko:::i.l n , wocbnt , di goridoo and 
ccrroboroe wore ~bsorbod into tho Bnglish l one ungo . As Abbie sDys , 
"s o.oo· progress wa s c.ado in coupiling fi vocabulary" in tho early dnys , "; 
ond this con be ver i fied by r oodi ng t he J ournnls of sono of tho 
officers . However , os tho tribes died out those words bocano r elics 
of c dead l anguage . 
We can obtain a vivid picture of how tho two r :.::i. cos connunic3tcd i n the 
begi nning by further ro~1c.Ung Ki ng ' s s t ory. 
''We . :.::i. s kod thoo the ncnc of n nunber of ;!rticl os , which they t ol d us 
nnd repeated our wor ds , ond h8d olroody l earnt so nuch English as t o 
expr ess thei r won t s fo r anything by putting their finger on it gently, 
l ooki ng no i n tho f a. co .3nd saying , ' No?'. I ous t do then tho justice 
t o soy that I boliovo then t o be conscientiously hones t . 
"When they f ound we wore not disposed -t o port with any nuro things , 
thoy entered i nto conversation with us which wo.s very fully i nterpr eted 
by ycry pL1in s i gn s 11

• 

·· ·· ( To Bo Continued) 

Coni ng Event 

18th July (Wed . ): "Rogues and Voga.bonds" (Early t o Present- day 
Thc~tro ) , by Thea Rowe (Fi r s t Floot or) . Venue for l e cture ns usual 
Fourth Fl oor Bo:ird Rooc , .. \ s sor::bly Buil ding , York Stroot - enter by 
J aoi s on Stroot . Ti no , 8 pu. 
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