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From the President 
It i s with great regret that I open this report with news of the sudden 
death of our Vice-Patron, John Harris , on Saturday 7th July 1979. John 
was a wonderful supporter of the Fellowship; no matter what the function 
he and his wife Mollye were there. He had had a long career in Local 
Government, an ex- Mayor of Kuring- gai and the third generation i n his 
family to serve on the Sydney City Council. The original John Harris 
was a surgeon with the Second Fleet, and Harris Street, Ultimo, was 
named .after him. To his wife and two sons, John and Bruce , I extend 
~mpathy from all Members . We have lost an esteemed Vice-Patron and ' ' 

.1ave lost a good friend. 

It was a great honour to go to tho Reception, to celebrate the birthday 
of Her Majesty the Queen, at Government House l ast month. His Excel­
l oncy ' and Lady Cutler made my husband and I most welcome , and it is 
good to know tho Fellowship is recognised in this wayo As only two 
or three other groups wore represented, I foc·1 we arc po.rticularly 
honoured. 

During my absence in Norfolk I s l and tho "Grave" Committee have boon 
very busy with St Matthews, Windsor . Details 8ppoo.r elsewhere in 
thi s ~owsl otto~. 

Whil st on Norfolk Island I roccivod permission from the AdBinistrator 
for tho Fellowship to pl a ce a pl aque on the gro.vo of Thomo.s Headington. 
This we a ro hoping to do on Foundc1 tion Dny , 6th March. Would Members 
ploo.so cont::rnt mo i f they c ro intorosted in forming a group to go to 
Norfolk I s l o.nd for this event? With group concessions tho cost would 
be a.pproxi mntol y $450 for seven days. This i ncludes air f a r e , hotel 
9-CCOr:moda tion ( bed nnd broakfnst, twin sk.:re). Historical Tours cnn 

orrnng8d , and o.lso Governnont House r.1':iy be opened for uur inspection;, 
1'1'ish frys 11 on tho bea ch, etc, etc ., If enough people arc intorostod , 
I wil+ got definite figures. So plcnso contcct mo i omodi otoly if 
interes t ed . 

On Frtdny 22nd Juno I flow to ~olbourno to nttond n Council Meeting of . 
tho Austrulos i nn Fodorc tion of Funil y History Org::lnis2t ions (A.F.F.H.O.). 
This is progressing very well, ::ind I hope sono r.lombcrs or e o.lroody 
pl cmning to a ttend tho Congress j_n .Adol ~lido next Enster~ 

Would ·Jllenbers plucise noto : Tho vi sit to Rose R1y Convent -- Tho request 
for inforn.':! tion r e St !'11:::i tthows , Windsor -- Tho proposed trip to Norfolk 
I sl z:nq. 

Beryl Lew-is • . 
Tour of Convent of tho Sacred Heart . Roso Bny 
.A guided tour of the Convent of tho Sncrod Henrt , Now South Hcud Rond, 
Rose B[.ly , will bo held on S:-1 turd.:.:y 18th August . Those going on tho 
t our qrc to acct nt the mc::.in gnt c nt 11 no shci r.12 . Tho convent oho. pol 
i s r.m;exaupl c of tho work of :1rchitoct Horbury Hunt, in f act his final _ 
work . _ (Hor bury Hunt weis tho s ubj ect of tho I<~ollowship I s Mo.y Lecture) . 
Inspection of the Cha pel will be foll owed by lunch a t Vo. ucluso House , 
followed by .:m i nspection of Vo.ucluso House and of Wentworth I s tonb. 
Shot;J.d pr ove a nost i nteresting dnyo 



Mo~burship Rupert 

Wo h'Jvo plo:-1suro in wolccning tho followint; Nonbers to the Fellowship: 

Mrs P:l trici.'.1 I. Noble :.md l\'iiss Julie Ji.. Noblo, Frankston, Victorici . 
· (Anthony Rope & Eliz::\ be th Pulley) 

l;rs Gre tta Luc:.rn , Drw:.rr:cyno. (Jnr.108 Ncftcmus & J eno Poole ) 

J ohn A. Luc:ts, Drw:.1I1.oyno . (Nc: th::miol Luc:rn & Olivin G::isccigne} 

J.VIrs Annette Hor , North k 1nbton. (Anthony Rope, Eliz:.1bcth Pulley & 
J ohn Gtu::iD:Jro) 

Ch:::irlcs K. Thocpson, Mayfield. (Richard Po.rtridgc & Mo.ry Greenwood) 

Stuo.rY. C. B. Thonpscn, Now Lnnbton. (Rich'lrd E:1rtridco & h:,ry Groonwcod) 

r-'irs V3--cki A. Lanb, Cronullo. (N·1thnni e l Luc.:::is & Olivio. Gascoi gne) 

Mrs Bc.irbnr a J. Bushell, Tcn.::mbit. (Anthc,ny Rope, Eliza.beth Pulley & 
J ohn Sunr:1crs) 

Mrs J oan M. Dickinson, Miss Cothryri E. Dickinson anu Br ett J. Dickinson, 
J3ondi. (Ch.:nlcs Pont & Anno :Mullen) 

Mrs Pa tricia M. Drunoond, \il3g3n Wcie,ga. (Chc:rlos Pdci t & Anne Mullen) · ~ 

Gregory I. A. L:::inb ( jnr) o.ncl J:1i ss Nicol o K. Loeb, Cronulla. 
(N:1 th:micl Lucns & Olivia Gasc0i3no) 

Phillip H. Ridge, Bourke . (Ann Forbe s) 

Niss Nancy U. Raynolds, Bowral. (Dnvid Kilp;:1 ck) 

Mrs Dor othy B. Johns, Hnnilton. (John Snall & Mary Pcirkcr) 

We ore very .interested t u noto f our n-.)w n :mos anongst our "First 
Flcotcrs" -- J uu0s McM;:1nus, Jilllo Poolu , Richard Partridge :.ind Mnry 
Greenwood . 

.. ... 

Munborshi p Corn:-.i ttuo. 

*********************************************************-!Hl­

fo.NNU.ii.L GENETI1i.L filll,TING 
-

Friday 21st Soptonbcr 1979 8 t 7.30 pc. 

Venue:'· Boa rd Roor.:., Ass~r.bl¥ Duilclinc , I1~c:rgor ot Stroot 
( ontranco ~t J n~ison Street) 

Nocinnti ons for Election close on 21s t August (Rul0 32 ) 

Notices of :Motion nust bo in by 1st i~u{:sust (Rulo 35) 
-lHl,***-lHHE-ff*-lHl-****il-*****ff**iHHHl-*********Hc********H*-fif-*-!HH-

Dar o ,_Island For_'t, 

Riro I s l '.:md Pert at La Perousc 1.13s the t opic f or our June 1octuro eve.ming . 
The; spo-'.:lkor was Mrs Juno Moore , trus t oo ancl rosoorch offi cor , Rmdwick & 
District Historica l Sc,ci oty. r~rs Moore lived on :i3aro I s l and f or a couple 
of years, and 0f courso knows h0r sub j 0ct extr unely woll. Accor..1pnnyinc 
r•lrs r-'looru tho.t \Jve:ninc VJD s r1r J c.hri Lu.r1sc:lun, Prosi c1~nt of tho Rnncl'wicl~ ~----
Hist0rical Society. r.lr Lunsdun broucht i ntcr,,stin3 and cul curful 
slid0s of the Fort . 

After tho Fc,rt wa s l oft cr.!})ty by tho Wc.ir Vot 0r :1ns in 1963 , the Rand wick & 
Distript Hi storic:Jl Sccicty obt a ined 11 c;1rct ulrnr occur,>cmcy'' frcn tho Cor.u::orr 
wea lth a uth0ritics on a tocpor a r y b3si s . With tho hol p of dodi cat ed 
rh..:nbcrs of tho Society, d i s plc:ys wor e s0t up ,-;n tho history of Bot any B::1y . 
Tho visitor attundunce w□s 1000 and 0vor wo0kly . 

But r o·pairs wore badly noe:clod , und plens f,_; r c s ubsidy t mwrds r est or a -
tion of the Fort foll 0n dc;lf oa r s . In 1964 tho N~tiunal Trust of Aus-
tr:,li:i put Bnro · Islund Fort on its "classi f i ed II r o,c;i s t or, o.ncl in 1967 B.::ir c 
I sLmd Fort was docl o.r oc1 ::m "Historic Si t0 11 by the l'T.S.W. Govornncnt, tho 
National P21rks nnd Wildlife Sorvico t .:.il::ine uvcr tho :&:ia.nagocont. 

R.:re I s l and Fort wa s built in 1885 . It was built ns a coGsto.J: defence 



Bore I sl~nc Fort ( 0onti~uod) 
---- 3 ----

schcne . The fort i fic::it i ons consist of five gun.onplncoLJcnt s arranged 
syrmetrically in an a rc, ·and linked by bonbpruof ·passage . The seaward 
appr oach t o tho i s l and was prot ected by an 18-ton ·10 11 rifled nuzzle­
l oadints gun nann0d by 15 i:ien . There were a l so two 12- tvn 9" rifled 
nuzzle-lo3dinG guns , oach roquirinc 10 non f or th0ir operation. The guns 
were nevo·r usc:d in defence , and by 1902 the garrison wns f i nnlly l eft in 
t ho care 9f District Gunners. 

Bar e Island i s part of our heritage , and tho Fort i s being r estored to 
r cscr:1.blc its ori1si nnl styl e i n tho. 1880 1 s . Tho RGnt~or in Char ge is J.Vlrs 
Beryl l3ar.korj · onu of the Soci ety ' s trustees, who worlrnd nany year s on the 
first nusouc displays . Tho Fort i s still open t o tho public, and everyone 
shoul d visit this historic building . 

Sally Ralina. 

Plagues for St Matthews , Windsor 

Tho Fellowshi p i ntends to p~acc pl aques a t St Matthews, Windsor, in the 
nea r future. A "sc3rch day" will bo hel d. there on Satur day 25th lrngust. 
We arc naking an appenl f or donations for . the pr o j ect, a l so 3n appeal for 

r"'acily histories to be read on tho day tho pl aques arc unveiled. Herc are 
.no no.hes of the known First Floaters buri ed at St Ma tthews : 

·. Thonas .Arndell Willi3D Roberts Henry Rable 
Sus::rnnah Kabl e John Ruffler Robert \lillians 
John Merriott Jar.cs Snith Willian Moore 
J ohn Anderson Dani el Gordon Churles Gray 
Edwo.rd Milos (Moyle) Archibald Mur phy Robert Forrester 
Ann Bladdy ( Groen ) Ann Go('dall Willi.an Goodall 
Willian Redford (Radfor d, alias John Meyncll) Dani el Barney 
Richard Ri chards (coul d bo Lawronco Richards ) Charles Williaos 
Elizabeth Arndell (Elizabeth BurloiGh or Dalton) 
Sanuel Chinnery ,• (no ncntion of dcoth i n TDh Files) 

Volunteer with "P.R." Knowledge Required 

The Executi ve has asked for an appeal t o be nado in the Newsl etter for 
soncono with a knowl edge of P.R. work to undertake an i nvesti gation into 
tho nost .appropriate way in which knowledge and historical interest can 
bu f ostered between t he Fell owshi p and Tertia ry Institutions. 

r mual Ward Havard :rvlonori al Lecture 

The President and Menbers of the 0ity of Liverpool & District Historical 
Soci ety have invi t cd the Fellowship t o attend t ho Annual \ford Havar d 
Mcriori a l Lecture, to be hol d i n St Luke ' s Church Holl, Northunberland St., 
Liverpool ~ at 2 po on Sa turday 11th ,.\ucust . Lecturer, Mr Fr ank O'Grady. 
Subject, "Michael Dwyer, Bond or Free?" RSVP 3rd. Aucust t o the 
Gener a l Sc'crotary, PO Dox 90 , Liverpool 2170/ ·· 
Visit to Canada 

Exocu~i ve Monbor Mar garet Markwell l eft Sydney l ast S2turday (21 st J uly) 
for a s.ix-woeks vi s it to her son Peter and f aoily in Cnl gory , Canada. We 
wish her a pleas3nt holiday . :Mnr[;orot r eturns to Sydney on 2nd Sept. 
Attention: Queensl and Meobers 

We have had a r equest fron a Queensl and Meobcr who feels a bit isolated 
and would l ike to contact other J.Vlenbers livip.g in the northern State . 
Nano ond address : ]\fr Kci th G. Tate , 27 Wattle Avenue, Bongarcc, Bribie 
Isl and. Quoensl ond. 4507 . Tel ephone: 075 48 1620 . We trust Mr Tate 
has a sa~i sfactor y response, and would like to hear fron hi n i f he doos . ,· 

Note froc Editor 
' 

Unfortunately several itens which should have gone in this i ssue of the 
Newsletter have had to be hold o·n)r . Ono i s tho Prasidcnt ' s inter esting 
account of her v i sit to Norfol k I s l ancl , another i s her toas t a t the 
Ina ugural Dinner of the Austr::il asi an Feder ation of Fac ily History Organi• 
sations. (This a rises fron tho f uct that , for personal roasons , . the l ast 
thr ee paees arc prepared first ). 

I 



Early Encounters Between Europeans and Aborigines in NoS .W. 

(Continuing Ena Harper's papers on the subject, reprinted by kind 
permission of Ashfield Historical Society and Ena Harper. Nuch of 
the "previous instalment dealt wi th the story of such encounters as 
given by .Lieut. Gidley King in his Journal) 

Once again tho Aborigines were mystified by tho Europeans in their 
clothingo King says : 
11 They wanted to know what sex we were, which thoy explained by 
pointing whoro it was distinguishable. As they took us for women, 
no t . having our beard grown, I ordorod one of the people to unde coivo 
thccl in this particular, when they made a groat shout of admiration, 
and pointing to the shore, which was but ten ya rds from us, we saw 
9 grea t number of women and girls , with infant children on their 
shoulders, mako their appoaranco on tho boach •••• Those nutivos who 
wero ~ound the boa ts made signs fo r us to go to thorn and made us 
understand their persons wcro a t our service . However, I declined 

-their mark of their hospitality but showed a handkerchief which I 
offorcd to one of tho women, pointing her out. She immediately put 

·.her , child down and came a longside tho boa t and suffered me to upply 
tho hnndkcrchiof whcr o Eve did tho Fig leaf; tho na tives then sot up 
another very groat shout and my f ornal o visitor r eturned on shore". 
This was o.ne of tho happier moments of tho mooting of tho two races. 
Lieut. William Bradluy tells of a l ess harmonious happening on tho 
samo day : 
11 

o '! •• an . officer and po.rty of non wore sent ·.from. tho Sirius to cloor 
a wo.y to u run of wut er on tho south s ide of tho Bay. Tho na tives 
wer.o well plea sod with our people until they bognn clearing tho 
ground , a t which they wor o dis plo.:rnod and w,:mtod them to bo gone" . 
Tho Europeans could be friendl y , but olwo.ys they wore compsring the 
Aborigines with thcnsclvcs and feeling th:::it tho natives of the country 
wor e o.n inferior r ~co . Surgeon Arthur Bowes tolls of on oxpodition 
ho nude next duy on tho south side of Botany Bay . AcconpJ nicd by 
several other gontlcnon thoy wont to huul tho seine (fishing not). 
"Upon our l anding 7 or 8 of tho natives car.10 closo up to us$ They 
wero all provided with lances of .a groat l ength, poi nted with tho 
bone of a s tingray at one ond, .:md a piece of oyster shell o. t tho 
othor grown or rubbed to :i fine odgo •••• Thoy live in nisornble wigwaos 
no;::ir tho w;:.itor, which dr o nothing r.1oro th~m 2 or 3 piocos of tho bark 
~f ,J tree so t up s idowc.1ys og,.::inst 3 ridge polo f o. s,tcnod to -<.1n upright 

, .s ~ick a t ea ch ond ••• &Thoir princip31 food consis t s of fish , which they 
i n gonoral cat r aw. Sonotii.,cs t hoy fo;:is t upon tho kanr,1roo, but I 
oeJ.icvo t her.i to be too otupid and indolent a sot of peopl e to bo able 
oftop. to cs tch t hor1 •••• Tho woo.on a r o quite naked & go i n mi ser a bl e 
bad · canoes to c:'1 tch fish •••• I prese:ntod nany of then with glnss bonds 
& sovcro.l gontlorc1on put ribo.nds & gl ass trinkets ':lbout their heads , 
buttp.ey scened o.ltogothor ::i nost s tupid insensible sot of beings •••• " 
Tho Europo.::ms ' f ooling of superi ority w·J. s based fi:rst .:rnd forcnost 
on ·their superior weapons . Weapons used by the Aborigines wor e tho 
spear and spocr-throwor, tho hunting and fighting spoor s boing 12 t o 
16 foo t l ong with a s i ngl e poi nt , of h;:rdwood bono or s tingr 3.y spine 
fnst0nod togo t h8r with r esi n . The fishing spo~r had uultipl o poi nts 
ond other weapons wore o club ond wooton shi el d f or dof onco. With 
tho u .. · so of tho s ~o.:1r- throwor tho ilboriginos wor e "reasonably accurnto 
up t o 60 y:::irds " (1~bbie ). 
Mention hos alro3dy been Dude of the r1usket used by the Englishr.1ono 
The ~wor:ige r.msko t of the period wa s n f lintlock sucothbor o we i ghing 
ubout i 2 l bs . Tho cnlibrc was . 75 in EngL:md . With s uch e nusket 
a wcll-t~~inod r e cruit wDs expect ed to be ubl o t o l oGd nnd firo i n. 
15.. soconds . Those r.mskct s woro not not ocl for their uccur:1ey . Tho 
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"Early Encounters " ( Cont:i.na:ed) ·· ·· 

best that could be expected was to hit the f i gure of a l!lan at 80 
to 100 yar ds . 
S~ ~here was not much diff erence ·in the r ange of the spear and the 
musket. The .difference l ay i n the vel ocity with which the spear 
and the shot travelled . ·· The expl os ion of the gunpowder was a l so 
ter,rifying to tho na tives . Two incidents ar e r e counted which show 
the Aborigines ' a ttitude to t he new weapons . Charles Worgan, 
wri ting on J nr:iuary 2t, sta t es tha t 
11 

• .'.o the Governor had ordered tha t some of the officers and a mmber 
of mon fro~ the Si rius shoul d be sent to the south shor e to clear 
ground and di g saw pits . Somo of the natives caoe down to- dQy both 
on ·the south nnd north s ides of t ho Bay nnd behaved very . funny and 
friendly ~ They expressed n little anger at seei ng us cut down the 
trees , but it was onl y by j abbering very f as t and l oud . They did 
not ·liko the sol di er s ano. ·mado. si gns for us to take 'them away , before 
they woul d venture to cone near us . Ono of them was bol d enough to 
go rip to a sol di er and f eel his gun, nnd f elt the poi nt of tho 
b:Jyonct , l ooked very serious nnq. gnvo a s i gnificant 'HUM!:" . . .. , . 
Two .days l a.tor Surgeon J ohn White mndo this s i gni f icant entry in 
hi s J ourn.:il: 
"While wo r emai ned :.:i t Botnny B·,y , Ds I wn.s one morning on bonr d tho 
Suppl y , we saw 29 of t ho Natives on tho· beach l ookinG t owar d tho 
shi pping , upon which lieutunnnts Bull & Ki ng , Mr Dawes & nysolf wont 
on shor e , l anding n t tho pl nce they wore ., · Th0y wor e friendl y . & 
p:Jcific, t hough ench of t hen wa s nr nod with a spc~r or l ong dnrt, 
& h3d n s tick wi th a shell a t tho end, used by then in thr owi ng 
thei r wenpons . Besi des these , sooe few hnd shi el ds nade of the 
bar ~ of, tho cork tree , of ;1 . pl ::dn [1ppenr ancc •• • • ·· 
110n0 of tho nos t friendl y , & who appeared to 't,e · the· ·oost confi dent , 
on signs be i ng no.de t o hi□ , stuck tho und of hi s shiel d in the so.nd , 
but could not bo pr ev.:iilcd upon to throw hi s spoo.r ;.:i t i t . FindinB 
ho doclined i .t , I f i r ed a. pi stol bo.11 thr ough i t . Tho expl osi on 
fr i ght ened hi.o os wel l C"IS his conp·:,nions n li ttlo , but they soon got 
over it , & on oy putti ng tho pi stol into riy pocket , he t ook up tho 
shi el d nnd. nppoorecl t o be c uch sur pri sed a t finding it pcrfor o.tod . 
Ho then , by s i gns· ~nd BCsturcs , s ooocd to osk if t he pi s tol would 
no.kc o. hol e through hi o , & on bei ng nndc sensibl e it woul d , he showed , 
not t ho soo.llost s i gns of f oo. r ; on tho contr~ry ho ondcnvourcd , ns 
we construed hi s r:0tions to i opr oss us with o.n i doo. of.the s uper i ority 
of his own nr :.1s , which he appli ed t o hi s bro.1st , & . by staggering o.nd 

,o show of f nlling , sc8r:;od t o wish us to unc:cr st:1nd tho. t the for ce & 
offuct of thee was oortal & not to be r esisted . 
"Howovor, I on well convi ncod _thot thoy know & drond tho super i ority 
of our :J r us , notwiths t anding this show of i ndiffer ence; a s they , on 
:::i l l . occasi ons , ho.vu di s cover ed o. di s l i ke of a 2uske t : and so vory 
soon di d they onkc thunscl vos ocqu:::ii ntocl with our.o.ilitory dr oss tha t , 
froo the f irs t , thoy c~r cfully ovoi dod n sol di er , or nny person 
wo:1r i ng o. r od coo. t , which they soon t o hnvo nnrkod as o. f i ghti ng 
gest ure ~ Many of their worriers , or di s tin~uishod Don , we observed 
t o b9 p~i ntcd in stripos ncross the br east :::ind b8ck , which o. t sonc 
li ttl c di st.:mcc o. pponr s . not unlike t,ur sol c:i er s I cross . bcl t s " • .. '· . . 
Thi s · concl ude s the a ccou11t of the f irst oncounte.rs between t ho two 
races :1t B0t ·:my Bny.. This h::rn boon done i n sone clo t ,1il, but the 
i ntent i on has boon to l o.yo. f ouncl.:i t i on f or understnndi ng l ntcr ovo.r;i.ts • . 
Ono of t ho notnbl o · f octures of the peri od was t he coernmding :.md 
coopl ox personality qf Phill±p~ Of cour se , ho was s upport91 by 
sol ~i ors with oot6 sopbistic□tod weaponry than tho Aborikirics . 
possessed , but we co.nnct ignor e the f::i..ct th'.1 t hi s poli cy was to 
8pproa ch the na t i ves 8l ono ~nd unnr ocd ~nd the _l anding 8t Bo~nny Bay . 



 

"Early Encounters 11 (Conti nued ) . ····· 

was . a ccomplished without any bloodshed • . How ·carl we·expla i .n. .:the 
paradox of Phillip ' s chara cter? The following vi ewpoint i s put 
forward by M. Barnard El dershaw : 
"With his usual tenacity he mai ntained throµghout his Governorship 
the attitude of mind he brought wi th hi m. This wa s one of justice 
tempered by expedi ence · and uncoloured by senti ment . Any such 
s crupl es . in the f a ce of duty would have s eemed to hi m both senti ment al 
and besi de t he point . ~he 18th century was so sure of the val ue of 
civiliza tion that i t cons i der ed the conques t of an uncivilized people 
by a civilized as t he height of good for tune· for the fo r mer . Phillip 
a ccorded to the Aboriei nal t he sa~c · justi ce that he endeavoured to . 
mote out t o all sect i ons of t he commmi ty under hin~ They were 
wi t'l:~in, not without , hi s l aw. I n all i:mtt crs i n which t heir lives 
c'.:\m.Q i nto contoct with t ho sottlors, ho w::is their Governor as well as 
tho. -whi tc wQ..n ' s . Ho was scr upulous to mnintc.i n tho pence between 
bl o.ck nnd white a long lines of equity". 

So Phillip wrote . i n his f irs t despatch on May 15, 1788, to Lord Sydney 
these worµs: 

. • I .... • . 

"With r espect. ·to t he n8.tivos it was ray dotorninotion, froin my fi:r f3 t 
l '.lndi ng, thot nothi ng l ess th~n t ho nos t absol ute ne cessity should 
ovo~ n::iko me fire upon them, ~nd though persevering in this r esolution 
hno ot t i nes boon r ather diffi cult I have hitherto. been so fortunnto 
that it h:::is never boon nocossory". · . 

. -
A snoll ugly obelisk D'.lr ks tho spot whore Governor Phillip l nndcd nt 
Botany Bay and wont to nuct. t ho Aborigi nes nlono and unarmed . It is 
just above tho little beach a t Yarra B3y, south of Bot:::iny Ccoet ory. 

To Cul tiva te nn Acglpinto.ncc . As I !rnvc jus t r.icntionod, · tho ini tio.l 
confrontnti on of the E~glishncn with tho Austr nlion Abori gines at 
Botony Bay hos been described i n s onc dctnil. However , the porronont 
scttl otent was r:icdo at Sydnoy Cove i n Port J::, ckson, and we r oad f ron 
v::irious Jourmil s wh::it. hc1pponod ther e . . . 
I n ::i despatch to Lord. Sydney dated May 15, 1788 , Phillip describes 
what - took. ploco when they got i nto Port J ackson on Jonuory 23 (this 
i s tho saoc despatch nontioncq ~bovo) : . · 
"When I fir s t wont in the boots to Port J ackson tho na tives Clppoar cd 
o.rr.1cd near the pl a ce a t which we l anded , nnd wor e very vociferous, but, 
like tho others , easil y porsu'.:.1dod to nccopt what wn.s offer ed then, _Qnd 
I per suaded one nan , who appeared to be tho chief or n~st~r of the 
fanily, to €0 with no to th:1t pc.rt of tho boo. ch where t he peopl e 
(EntJi shncn) were boiling their noat". . 
Once · Qgoi n Phillip i s i n cont.'1:::inct of tho s i tu~.1ti on, · nnd for o. while nil 
goes well. On Sunday J o.nunry 27 Dr Charles Bouchicr WorgQn wrote 
the following: 
"Enr:ly this norning o. nunbor of tho Artifi cers and Convicts were s.ont on 

. shore.· with t he necosscry inpl cnonts for clearing tho gr ound , f elling 
t r ees , i n or der thnt· the tents ni ght be pitched for the Battalion •••• 
The boots tha t woro sent to hDul tho Seine ( f i shi ng not) wore vory 
successful. Thoy ne t with sono of tho natives who behoved vory 
friendl y , oven hel ped thco to haul tho Sei ne on shor e , for which kind 
office. they wore libernlly r ewarded with a por tion of tho fish". 

· ;: ( To Bo Continued) 
Corairig Events . _ _ 
Aug. 11 (Sat . ), 2 pr:1: Ward Havard :Menori al Lecture , Liverpool. 
Augo '15 (\'lcc1 .), 7;,45 pr:1 : Lecture by Philip Cox , architect , "N~rfolk 

I s l and - t he Architecture of the Second .Period , 1827- 1856 • 
Aug. 18 (Sat~), 11 am: Tour of ~o~vent of ~he Sacred Heart , Rose B£y. 
Aun . 25 (Sat .)f Search Day , St Ma~thews , Windsor . . 
Sept . 21 (Fr i. ) , 7 . 30 pn: Annual General Meeti ng , · l~ssembl y Buil di ng. 


