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From the‘President

It is with great regret that I cpen this repcort with news of the sudden
death of our Vice-Patron, John Earris, on Saturday 7th July 1979. John
was a wonderful supporter cof the Fellowship; no matter what the function
he and his wife Mollye were there. He had had a2 long career in Local
Government, an ex-Mayor of Kuring-gai and the third generation in his
family to serve on the Sydney City Council. The original John Harris
was a surgeon with the Second Fleet, and Harris Strest, Ultimo, was
named after him. To his wife and two sons, John and Bruce, I extend
svmpathy from all Members. We have lost an egteemed Vice-Patron and
aave lost a good fricnd.

It was a grcat honour to go to the Reccption, to celebrate the birthday
of Her Majesty the Quecn, at Government House last month, His Excel-
leney and Lady Cutler made my husband and I most welcome, and it is
good to know the Fellowship is rccogniscd in this way. As only two

or three other groups were reprcsented, I feel we arc partiecularly
honourcd. '

During my abscnce in Norfolk Island the "Grave" Committoe have been

very busy with St Matthews, Windsor, Details appear clsowhcrce in
this Newslettcer.

Whilst on Norfolk Island I rc¢ceived permission from the Administrator
for the Fellowship to place a plagque on the grave of Thomas Eeadington,
This w¢ arc hoping to do on Foundation Day, 6th March. Would Mcmbers
plcase contuct me if thev arc intcrosted in forming o group 1o 20 %0
Norfolk Isiond for this ovent? With group conccssiong the cost would
be approximatcly $450 for scven days. This includes air fare, hotel
accommodation (bed and breokfast, twin shure).  Historienl Tours can

* arranged, and nlso Government Housce may be openced for our inspcctiong,
"1ish frys" on the beach, ete, cte. If cnough pcople arc intcercsted,
I will get definitc figures. So pleasc contact me ipmediately if
interestcd.

On Friday 22nd Junc I flew to Melbournc to attend a Couneil Mecting of
the Australasian Federation of Fumily History Orgonisctions (ACF.F.E.OL).
This is progressing very well, and I hope some Members arc alrcady
planning to attend the Congress in Adclaide next Easter.

Would ‘Members please note: The visit to Rose Bay Convent —— The request
for informztion re St Matthows, Windsor —— Tho proposcd trip to Norfolk
Islong. :

i Boryl Lowis.

Tour of Convent of the Saercd Heart, Rosc Bay

£ guided tour of the Convent of the Sacrod Heort, New South Head Road,
Rose Bay, will be held on Soturday 18th August. Thosc going on the

tour gre to meet at the main gate at 11 am gharp. The convent chapel
is an,oxapple of the work of architoet Horbury Hunt, in fact his final
work.  (Horbury Hunt was the subjeet of the Followship's Moy Lecturc).

Inspeetion of the Chapcl will be followed by lunch at Vaucluse Housc,
folYowed by an inspection of Vauclusc Housc and of Wentworth's tomb.
Shouldd provo a most interesting day.




Moriberehin Revort

Wo have pleasurce in welcciiing the folleowing Menmbors to the Fellowship:
Mrs Patricia I. Noble and Miss Julic &4, Noble, Frankston, Vietoria.
: (dnthony Rope & Blizabeth Pulley)
Lrs Gretta Lucas, Drwinoync.  (Jancs Mclicnus & Jone Pocle)
John &. Lucus, Drunnoync. (FNathaniel Luchs & Olivia Gasccigne)

Mrs Annctic Hor, North Lonmbton. (Anthony Rope, Blizaboth Pulley &
John Sumors)

Charles K. Thompson, Mayficld. (Richard Partridze & Mory Greoonwood)
Stuart C. B, Thonpscn, New Lanbton. (Richard Portridge & Mary Groonwood)
Mrs Vicki A, Lanb, Cronullc. (Nathanicl Lucas & Olivin Gascoignc)

Mrs Barbara J. Bushcll, Tcnanbit. (Antheny Rope, Blizabeth Pulloy &
John Sunncrs)

Mrs Joan M. Dickingon, Misg Coathryn E. Dickinson and DBrett J. Dickinson,
Bondi. (Charles Peat & Annc Mullen)

Mrs Patricia M. Drunnond, Wagaza Wagga. (Chzrles Pont & Annc Mullen) N

Gregory L. 4. Lopb (jnr) and hiss Nicole K. Lanb, Cronulla.
(Nathanicl Lucas & Olivie Gascoisne)

Phillip H. Ridge, Bourke.,  (ann Forbes)
Miss Nancy U. Reynolds, Bowral.  (Dovid Kilpack)
VMrs Dcrothy B, Johns, Hanilton., (John Snall & Mary Parkcr)

Wo are vory interested to note four now nancs anongst our "First

Flocters" -= Jancs McManus, Janc Poolc, Richard Partridge and FKary

Grecnwood.
’ Mcobership Cominittuc.

************************%******%***************************
ANNUAL GENERAL EnTING
Friday 21st Scptenmber 1979 at 7.30 po.

Venue:s  Board Roon, Asscribly Building, kergoret Strect
(cntrance 2t Jarison Strect

Norinations for Elcetion closc on 21gt August (Rulc 32)

Notices of Motion rust be in by 1st iugust {(Rule 35)
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Bare Island Fort

Bare Islund Fert at La Percusc wss the topic for cur Junc lecturc cvening.
The speakor was Mrs June Moore, trustoe and rescarch oificer, Roandwick &
District Historical Sceiety. Mrs Moore lived cn Barc Island for a couple
of ycars, and of coursc knows hor subject pxtrencly well. Acconpanying
lirs Noore that evening woas Mr John Lunsden, Prosidont of the Randwick =
Histcerical Socicty. Hr Lunisdcn broucht intoerosting and colourful

slidus of the Fort.

Aftor the Pert was loft enpty by the Wor Veterans in 1963, the Randwick &
Distriet Historical Sccicty obtaincd "eurctakor vecupaney" fromn the Conton
wenlth autherities cn a termporary basis. With the help of dedicated
nonbers of the Socicty, displays were sct up on the history of Jotany Bay.
The visitor attundance was 1000 and over Weoily.

But repairs werce badly nocded, and plcas for a subsidy towords restora-
tion of the Fort fell on deaf cars. In 1964 the National Trust of aus-
tralia put Bare Island Fort on its "classifica® resister, and in 1967 Sarc
Islind Fort was declared an "Historic Site" by the N.S.W. Government, the
National Parks and Wildlife Sorvice taiking over the mamagoercnt.

Barce Island Fort was built in 1885, It was built as a ccastal dcfence
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Bore Isl:nd Fort (Continucd)

schene. The fortificotions consist of five gun.cenplaccuents arranged
symnctrically in an arc, -and linked by bombproof passage. The scaward
approach to the island was protcected by an 18-ton 10" rifled muzzle—
lcading gun ranncd by 15 ren. There were alsc twe 12-tun 9" rirfled
rnuzzle-loading guns, cach requiring 10 nen for their operation. The guns
were never uscd in defence, and by 1902 the garrison was finally left in
the ecarc of District Gunnors,

Barc Island is part of our heritage, and the Fort is being rostored to
rcsenble its eriginal style in the 1880's. The Ranger in Charge is Mrs
Beryl Barker; onc of the Socioty's trustees, who worked nany years on the
first nuscum displays. The Fort is still open to the public, and cveryonc
should visit thics historie building. :

:C Sally Kalina,

Plagucs for 3t Matthews, Windsor

The Fellowship intends to place plagues at St Matthews, Windsor, in the
ncar futurc,. 4 "search day" will bc held there on Saturday 25th August.
We are making an appcal for donations for the projcct, also an appcal for
“anily historics to be read on the day the plagues are unvoiled, Here are
ac nanes of the known First Flecters buricd nt St Matthows:

-Theonas Arndell o Willian Roborts Henry Kable
Susannah Kable John Ruffler Robort Villiams
John Mcrriett : Jancs Srith William Moore
John Andcrson Daniel Gordon Charles Gray
Edward Miles (Moyle) Archibald Murphy Robert Forrester
Ann Bladdy (Green) Ann Goedall Willian Goodall

William Redford (Radford, alias John Meyncll)  Danicl Barncy }
Richard Richards (could be Lawrence Richards) Charles Willians
Elizabeth Arndell (Elizabeth Burleiph or Dalton) :
Sanuel Chinnery.(no nmention of dcath in TDM Files)

Voluntcer with "P.R." Knowledse Requircd

The Excecutive has asked for an appeal t¢ be nade in the Newsletter for
soncone with a knowledge of P.R. work to undertake an investigation into
the nost appropriatc way in which knowledge and historical intcrest can
be fostered between the Fellowship and Tertiary Institutions.

7 anual Ward Havard lMenorial Lecture

The President and Menbors of the City of Liverpool & District Historical
Society have invited the Fellowship to attend the Annual Ward Havard
Memorial Lecturc, to be held in 3t Luke's Church Hall, Northumberland Ste,
Liverpool, a2t 2 pn on Saturday 11th august. Lecturer, Mr Frank 0'Grady.
Subjeet, "Michacl Dwyer, Bond or Froc?" RBVP 3rd dusust to the

General Scerctary, PO Dox 90, Liverpool 2170,
Visit to Canada

Exccutive Menmber Margaret Markwell left Sydney last Saturday (21st July)
for a six-wecks visit to her son Peter and fapily in Calgary, Canada, We
wish her a plecasant holiday. Margarcet returns to Sydney on 2nd Scpt.

Attention: Quecnsland Monbers

We have had 2 recquest from a Queensland Meober who feels a bit isolated
and would like to contact other Menbers living in the northern State.

Nane and address: Mr Keith G. Tate, 27 Wattlce Avenuc, Bdongarce, Bribie
Island. Quoensland. 4507, Tclephone: 075 48 1620. We trust Mr Tate
has a satisfactory rcsponse, and would like te¢ hear from hinm if he doos.

Notg from Editor

Unfortunately scveral itens which should have gone in this issuc of the
Newsletter have had to be held over. One is the Presidont's interesting
account of her visit to Norfelk Island, another is her toast at the
Inaugural Dimner of the Australasian Federation of Farily Histcry Orpenie
sations. (This ariscs from the fact that, for personal reasons,-the last
threc pages arc prepared first). '
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Barly Encounters Between Europeans and Aborigines in N.5.W.

(Continuing Ena Harper's papers on the subject, reprinted by kind
permission of Ashficld Historical Society and Ena Harper. Much of
the previous instalment dealt with the story of such encounters as
given by Lieut, Gidley Eing in his Journal)

Once againh the Aborigines werc mystified by the Buropeans in their
clothing. Eing says:

"They wanted to know what sex we were, which they explaincd by
pointing where it was distinguishable.  4s they took us for women,
not having our beard grown, I ordcred onc of the people to undcceive
thein in this particular, when they made a grcat shout of admiration,
and  pointing to the shorc, which was but ten yards from us, we saw

a greoat number of women and girls, with infant children on their
shouldors, make their appcarance on the beach....Thosc natives who
were round the boats made signs for us to go to thom and made us
undcrstand their persons werce at our service. However, I declined
. their mark of their hospitality but showed a handkcrchicf which I
offored to onc of the women, pointing her out. She immediately put
“her-child down and camce alongsidc the boat and suffercd me to apply
the handkerchief wherc Eve did the Fig leaf; the natives then set up
another very great shout and my female visitor rcturncd on shorce".

This was onc of the happier moments of the meeting of the two raccs.
Licut. William Bradley tclls of a less harmonious happening on the
samc day:

"e.assean officer and party of nwen were scnt from the Sirius to clear
a way to a run of water on the south side of the Bay. The natives
were well pleased with our people wntil they began clcaring the
ground, at which thcy werce displeasced and wanted thom to be gonc".

The EBuropeans could be friendly, but always they were comparing the o .
Aboriginces with themselves and feeling that the natives of the country
wore an inforior racc. Surgcon Arthur Bowcs tclls of an cxpedition
hce made next day on the south side of Botany Bay. Acconpuniced by
scveral other gentlemen they went to haul the scine (fishing nct).

"Upon our landing 7 or 8 of thc natives canc closc up to us, They
wero all provided with lances of a great length, pointed with the

bonc of a stingray at onc cnd, and a2 picoc of oyster shell at the
othcr grown or rubbcd to 2 fine cdgc....They live in niscrable wigwans
ncar the water, which are nothing norc thhn 2 or 3 picces of the bark
of 2 trce sct up sideways against a ridge pole fastened to an upright
sticlt at each end....Their principal food consists of fish, which they
‘in general eat raw. Sometiiws they feast upon the kangaroco, but I
belicve them to be oo stupid é4nd indolent a sct of pcople to be able
ofton to eatch theme...The women arg guite naked & go in miserable

bad canocs to catch fish....I prescnted rany of them with glass beads
& several gontlencn put ribands & glass trinkets about their heads,
but  thoy sceornced altogether o most stupid inscnsible set of beings.ese”

The Europeans' feeling of supcriority was based first and forciost
on -their superior weapons. Weapons uscd by the Aborigincs were the
spear and spear-thrower, the hunting and fighting spoars being 12 to
16 fect long with a single point, of hardwood bone or stingray spine
fastoned together with resin. The fishing spear had nultiple points
and other weapons were a club and wooden shicld for defonce. With
the use of the spear—-thrower the iborigines werc "reasonably accurate
up to 60 yards" fhbbie).

Mention has alrceady becn made of the nusket uscd by the Englishmion.
Tho average pusket of the period wae a flintlock snicothbore weighing
about 12 lbs. The calibre was .75 in England. With such a nusket
a wcll-trained rceruit was expected to be able to load and fire in
1% scconds. These nuskets were not noted for their accuracy. The



"Early Bncounters" (Contingied)

best that could be expected was to hit the flgure of a man at 80
to 100 yards.

S0 there was not much difference’ in the range of the spear and the
nusket., The difference lay in the velocity with which the spear
and the shot travelled. -The explosion of the gunpowder was also
terrifying to the natives. Two incidents are recounted which show
the Aborigines! attitude to the ncew weapons, Charles Worgan,
writing on January 21, states that '

Yeeosthe Governor had ordered that somc of the officers and a number
of men from the Sirius should be scnt to the south shore to clcar
ground and dig saw pits. Some of the natives came down to-day both
on the south and north sides of the Bay and bchaved very funny and
friendly. They expresscd a little onger at secing us cut down the
trees, but it was only by jabbering very fast and loud. They did
not likc the soldiers and made signs for us to take ‘them away, before
they would venture to come ncar us. Onc of them was bold cnough to
go up to a soldicr and feel his gun, and fclt the point of the
zyonct, looked very serious and gave a significant ’HUM""

Two days later Surgeon John Whitc made this 51gn1flcant entry in
his ‘Journals

"Jnile we rcmaincd 2t Botany Bhy, as I was onc morning on board the
Supply, we saw 29 of the Natives on the' beach looking toward the
shipping, upon which licutcnants Bull & King, Mr Dawes & nysclf went
on shore, landing at thc place they wercs They were friendly &
pacific, though cach of thon was armed with o spear or long dart,

& had o stick with a shell at tho end, uscd by then in throwing
their weapons. Besides thesc, some few had shiclds made of the
bark of. the cork trcc, of 2 plain appearancCasses

"One of the most fricndly, & who appcarcd to be the nost confldent,

on signes being madc tc him, stuck the ond of his shicld in tho sand,
but could rnot be prOlelod upon to throw his spear at it. Finding

he deelined it, I firced a pistol ball through it. The cxplosion
frightencd hlm as well as his compinions a little, but theoy soon got
over it, & on ny putting the pistol into ny pockct, he took up the
shicld and appearcd to bhe nuch surprisced at finding it perforated.

Ee then, by signs and gesturces, scoried to ask if the pistol would

rnke @ hole through hin, & on being nade scnsible it would, he showed .
not the snallcst signs of feor; on the contrary he cndeavoured, as

we construcd his notions to inpross us with an idea of. the supcriority
of his own aras, which hc applicd to his brenst, & by staggering and

& show of fnlling, scocmed tc wish us to uncorutﬂnd that the forco &

cffoet of ther was nertal & not to be rosisted.

"Howover, I an well convinecd thot they know & dread the supcrlorlty
of our arns, notwithstanding this show of indifference; as they, on
a1l occasiocns, have discovered o dislike of @ pusket: 2nd so very
soon did they make themsclves aequaintod with our military cdress that,
from: the first, they czrefully aveidced a soldicr, ¢r any person

. woaring a red coat, which they scen tc have morked as 2 fighting

gesture. Many of their warricrs, or distinguishod nen, we obscrved
to be pointed in stripes across the breast and back, which at sorc
little distunce appeors not unlike cur soldicrs' cress belts”.

This concludces the account of the first oncountors between the two
raccs 2t Boetany Bay. Trhis has bocn dene in sore detail, but the
intention has boen to lay o foundaticn for understanding laoter evonts. .
Onc Of tho notable footurces of the period was the eomnanding and
conplex personality of Phillip. 0f course, he was supported by
soldicrs with oorc sophisticated weaponry than the Aborikincs.
posscssed, but we cannct ignorce the facet thot his policy was to

approach the natives alono znd unarcmed and the landing at Botany Bay_'

|

|



"Barly Encounters™ (Continued)

was;accomplished without any bloodshed. . How can we explain the
paradox of Phillip's character? The following viewpoint is put
forward by M. Barnard Bldershaw.

"With his usual tenacity he maintained throughout hls Governorshlp

the attitude of mind he brought with hinm. This was one of justice
tempered by expedience and uncoloured by sentiment, kny such

" scruples in the face of duty would have seemed to him both sentimental
and beside the point, The 18th century was so sure of the wvalue of
civilization that it considered the conguest of an uncivilized people
by a civilized as the height of good fortunc for the former. Phillip
accorded to the Aboriginal the same justicce that he cendecavoured to.
mnete out to all scetions of the community under hin. They werc ,
within, not without, his law. In all matters in which their lives
came into contact with the settlers, he was their Governor as well 2s
tho. -white man's. He was scrupulous to maintain the peace betwecen
black and whitc along lines of cquity".

S0 Phillip wrote in his first dospatch on May 15, 1788, to Lord Sydney
these words. -

"With respect to thc natives it was oy dctermlnatlon, from ny first .
landing, that nothing less than the most absolutc necessity should

cver nake me fire upon them, and though perscvering in this resolution
hag 2t timcs becn rather difficult I have hitherto been so fortunatc

that it has ncver bocn nuccssgry“

A snall ugly obelisk narks the spot whore Govornor Phllllp 1landed at
Botany Bay and went to ncet. the Aboriginces alonc and unarncd. It is
just above the 1ittle beach a2t Yarra Bay, south of Botany Ccmetery.

To Cultivate an acgquaintance. As I have just mentioned, the initicl
confrontation of the Englishrmen with the Australizn Aborigines ot
Botany Bay has been desceribed in some detail. Howcvor, the pormancnt
scttlement was nade at Sydncy Cove in Port Jackson, and we rcad from
v1rlous Journals what hoapponed thore.

In 2 dusPatch to Lord Sydncy dated May 15, 1788, Phllllp describes
what- took place when they got inte Port Jackson on January 23 (this
is thc same despatch mentioned above): -

"When I first went in the boats to Port Jackson the natives cppearcd -
arned near the place at which we landed, and wore very vocifcrous, but,
likec the othors, casily persuaded to accept what was offorced them, and

I porsuaded onc naon, who appearced to be the chicef or master of the
Tanily, to go with me to that poart of the booch where the people
(Englishnen) werc boiling their neat®.

Oncc agoin Phillip is in command of the situntion, and for a while all
goes woll., On Sunday Jaonuary 27 Dr Charles Bouchicr Wergan wrote
the‘following: : :

"Early this norning a2 number of the Artificers and Convicts werc scnt on
. shore with thc necesscry inplencnts for clearing the ground, felling
trces, in order thot the tonts mizht be pitched for the BattalioNeses
The boats that were scent to hzaul the Scine (fishing not) werce very
successful. They met with sonc of the natives who bcohaved vory
fricndly, c¢ven helped them to haul the Scinc on- shorc, for which kind
officc they werc 11borally ruw”rdod with a portlon of the fish".

(To_Bc Continued)

oml Byvents ‘ :
Aug. 11 (Jat.), 2 pa: Ward Havard Memorial Lecture, Liverpool.
Aug. 15 (Wod.), ?;45 pn: Lecturc by Philip Cox, architect, "Norfolk

Island -~ the Architccture of the Sceond Period, 1827-1856"
Aug. 18 ESat g, 11 an: Tour of Convent of the Sacred Heart, Rose Bay,
Aug. 25 (8at.)s Search Day, St Matthews, Windsor.
Scpte 21 (Fri. 3, To30 pm: iannual General Meeting,: Assembly Bulldlng.
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