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FroPLthe Pres~.ru 

I do hope all members had a very happy holiday season and that the New 
Year will brinG all your dreams to reality. 
As usq.al we , had a very busy Australia Day weekend. A group from the 
Fellowship, in costume, took part in the official Flag Raising Ceremony 
in Macquarie Place at midday on Saturday 26th. Saturday evening saw 
a record crowd at the Wentworth Ballroom for our 11th Annual Dinner. 
It was very pleasing to have a group with us from the Women's Pioneer 
Society and also representatives from the R.A.H.S. ~Ir Philip Geeves 
vas a·/ very popular guest speaker and made several suggestions which 
gave 1lB food for thouG,h.t. My sincere thanks to the Social Committee 
~or:·a job very well done . 
On SWlQ.ay our Exhibition at The Rocks was a groat success, and I extend 
sincere thanks to Mrs Mary Bailey, her committee and band of workers 
ror alJ the time and work devoted to this display. At midday I 
attend~d the official opening of The Rocks Australia Day Celebrations. 
It vas· very gr atifying, on Monday morning, to h ave His Excellency the 
Gover~or, accompanied by Lady Cutler, personally accept our Memorial 
as veil as our Scroll of Loyalty to be forwarded to Her Majesty the 
~. The whele weekend was a wonderful success. 
Also du.ring J anuary it was my pleasure to address the Rydalmere Rotary 
CJ.ah. 

Wlere ~ much to be done this coming year, and I hope quite a few 
08ft plaques ;w-ill be placed. The first will be on Norfolk Island on , ... 
,11a11atch, that of Thomas Headington. 
~'f; those at the,Dinner·were Mr and Mrs R. Round, of 248 Tranmere 
:aoa.i. frowrah, TasmaJiia · 7018, who have reques ted that Tasmanian members 
contaci them with a view to forming a Tasmanian branch. · 
In these days of s uch high and rising cos t s it occurs to me that we 
amt have members who could assi s t us in keeping our cos ts down. I 
rcrer to people 1n·business in such callings as printing, paper 
8"1lppl.ies, florists, etc, etc ; I am not asking for donations, merely 
consideration in our needs . Do let us hear from you. 
I l.ook ~forwar~ to seeing many member s at our firs t l ecture night for 
the year on Wea.nesday 20th February, when Mr Ken Tye, a Life Member 
of the R.A.H.S., wiµ speak on "Dorothea Mackellar, Her Life and 
lier Work". 

Beryl Lewis. 
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1,980 Lectu;res 

Here is the list of lectures for 1980:·- ... 
l_~bJ 2Q: Mr Ken Tye, of Mosman, Life Member of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society, who for many years has been active in the field of 
AustraJ.ian history: "Dorothea Mackellar, Her Life and Her Work." 
~~: Mrs Daphne Dobbins, Church Archivist: "St Thoma.s's, North 
Sydney, Its Early History and. the Men Who Have Ministered There." . 
April, 16: Mr Noel Thorpe, from the Water Board: "Streets of Sydney. 11

· 

May 21~ Mrs Betty Goodger, Field Librarian for, _the Mitchell LibraTy:-
11David ; Scott Mitchell, the Man and His Library. 11

·' 

June 1:8: Mr Robert Irving, Senior Lecturer, Departm~nt of Architectur 
Univer:gity of New South Wales: "The Lost Windmills d:f Old Sydney~" 
July 16: Mr John M. Bennett, Legal Historian and author: "Sydney's 
Early Magistrates." 
Aug, ~Q: Mr John Harris, Sydney solicitor and son of the Fellowship's 

··former,. Vice Patron, the late Mr John Harris: "History of the Ultimo 
District." 

.~·. 
~ep~.&1P.,e..r.: No lecture; month of Annual General Meeting. 
O..c.t,. ~i: · A special l ecture on Governor Phillip. The speaker will be 
from Sidney University. 
Nov. ·fa:, Mr James Broadbent, consultant from the National Trust: 
"Ear+t·: Colonial Gardens." 

· Unles·s 'otherwise s tated, these lectures are held in the Board Room on t 
4th Floor of the As sembly Building, Margaret Street, Sydney, entered by 
Jamiso~ Street entrance. Afterwards members and guests adjourn for 
supperin the Fellowship' s of fice, Room 312. Lectures usunlly co.mrnence 
at 7.45 pm. 

November Lectu.re 
·~. ~ 

We ha(]:' a change of venue for the November lecture, the l ast l ecture -for 
1979 ·~ Victoria Barracks, Paddington, New Sout h Wales. 
Our gaj.de was Ma jor J~ F. Miller, M.B.E., Army his torian. It was a 
glorious evening .for our tour of the Barracks , and Major Miller a most 
helpfu:J- and inter esting speaker. 
We wer~ shown around the his toric Barracks and gr ounds , and at the end 
of the · tour the museum was specially opened for us , and we had unlimited 
time t0 see this mos t interesting display of armory and unif orms. We · 
had mapy members from our Society, and it was a very happy evening. 

t • I 

Victoria Barracks his tory began in 1836 with the planning to r eplace the ' 
theri ·e;isting Barracks, s ited on 16½ acres fronting George Street; Sydney • 

. The Board of Officers -appointed by Governor Sir Richard Bourke .selected 
the s ite for the new B.a_rracks,. .which was .rough-Beruhland wi th -sand d\ll1e-s. · 
Its l tj9afi6n-··on· a· high ridge provided a commanding view to the south­
eas tw,a,i'ds to Botany Bay and north to Port Jackson, 
Work ·~~gan on the new Barracks on 8th, Febr uary 1841 with labour supplied 
.mainly··by convicts , and sands tone for the buildings was quarried on the 
site. ,- _· Now over 1 00 year s old, Victoria Barra cks is a fine example of 
Early polonial a~chitecture, and i s one of Aus tralia' s greatest historic 
es tal>llshments. · · 
We thank Major Miller for giving us the opportunity to visit this 
bistoric ' Barracks and for giving us so much time to enable us to see 
everything a1; l.ei~_ure. 

S.JJy KaJ1na. 
(_ 



Me,mbership Repoi:rt 

We have pleasure in welcoming the following· members to the Fellowships~ 

Miss Jennifer A. Holt, West Pymble. (Joseph Hatton,. . . 
,Mr Maµell G. Perry, _Sean Maxwell Perry (jnr), Miss Jane .M. Perry 

· (jnr). lNathaniel Lucas -:- Olivia Gascoigne) 
Mrs Oiive J. O'Reilly, Beacon Hill. (Owen Cavanough - Margaret Darnell) -
Mrs Pi:ynE}la M. Tracey, Narraweena. (Owen Cavanough - Margaret Darneµ) 
Mrs ·Ai;i.son S~ Wilson; )/inston 'Hills. (~tthew Everingham) 
Dr Ed~.ard A • . Freeman, Gosford. (William Tun.ks) 
Mrs Maxine Large; Belmont North. (Samuel Pigott) 

' ,,~ 
Mrs fuµe E. McLean, Miss Jodine R. McLean,(jnr), Foroot Hill, Vic. 

: ( Samuel Pigott) . · 
Miss Leslei Allingt~m, Miss Toni G. ~lington, Charlestown. 

·: l Samuel Pigott) · . . 
Mr Doµelas v. Webster, Seville, Vic. (Daniel Stanfield) 
Master Philip Tunks (jnr), Miss ·Rebecca L. Tunks (jnr), Master Derryn 

\ J. K. Tunks (jnr),Alawa, N.T. (William Tunks, Henry 
:' Kable and Susannah Holmes) 

Mrs Suzanne M. Lester, Triabunna, Tas. (Daniel Stanfield) 
Maste~ Dean R. Goodchild (jnr), Galston. (Joseph Hatton) 
Mrs ~phne H. Ryce,East Ballina. (Matthew Everingham) 
Mrs ?fancy E. Devlin, Blacktown. (Jame's Bloodworth - Sarah Bellamy) ~- . 

Mrs Janette M. Grasst Cotes du Nord, France. _(Dr Thomas Arndell, 
· . Ann ForbesJ 

Mrs Dorothy A. Evans, Washington, U.S.A. (Dr Thomas Arndell, Ann 
Forbes) 

Mr Albert E. Killick, Miss crarolyn M. Killick, Yowie Bay. (Dr 
Thomas Arndell, Ann Forbes) . 

We welcome another First Fleeter nrune - Daniel Stanfield, Corporal 
in the M3rines. 

Membership Committee. 

I2,eJ.q,y: )ti t,h . Bad,&e.§ 
' 

Mrs Thelma Guy has reported that the last batch of badges ordered, 
receiy~d early in December, were not acceptable nnd had to be returned 
to the · mnnufacturer. The new supply is expected in mid-February. 
Mrs Guy wishes to apologise to the following for this delay in 
supplying them with badges: Mrs Perry, .Queensland; Mrs Christensen, 
Mt coiah; Mrs McGrath, Queensland; Mrs Ryce, East Ballina; Mrs M. 
Jones, Penrith; Mrs P. Noble, Victorin; the Misses Allington, 
Charle.~town. 
Badges will be dispatdied- to- the.-n.bove -:urunedi::itely upon r1.foeipt. 

Aus~tralio nay C_overage <L . 

Newspapers which mentioned the Fellowship1 s Annual Dinner included the 
"Swi H,erald" and the Goulburn "Evening Post." Channel 2 in its 7 pm 

·• news qµlletin that night covered the Flag Raising Ceremony in Macquarie 
Plaqe :{Jan. 26); possibly the other Sydney Channels did, too. Several 

. First .fleeters were present at a naturalisation ceremony at Ryde Civic 
Centre: on Friday evening, Jan. 25. · 
We would be interested to hear of such publicity or activities by 
members, with respect either to this year'•s Australia Day ceremonies 
or in future years, so. that a more comprehensive report can~- made. 
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1aso~nian Branch . 
As mentioned in the President I s Report, ·members of _ the Fellowship who 
are interested in forming a Tasmnnian B~anch of the Fellowship are asked 
to contact Mrs R. Round, 248 Tranmere Road, Howrah, Tas~nia 7018. Tel. 
(004) 47 9110. 
Mr and Mrs Round also extend an invitation to any visitors to the island . 
to contact them for inf ormation on scenic spots . 

Jo~urna1 of _b.rthJJJ.; Bowes _Slll~ 

:iThe Journal ·of .Arthur Bowes S~yth: Surgeon, Lady Penrhyn 1787-1789," 
edited by· Paul G. Fidlon, B.A. (Hons .), Dip. Ed. (N.s.w.), Ph.D. I 
(Londo), and R. J. Ryan, B.A., may be obtained fro~ _PauJ. Fidlon. Tel. 
818 ~5260 .t 

If there are orders for 20 at a time, the price will be,_i.$13-50 for ~ 
:b~e;Llowship members. 
'.rhe books otherwise are obtainnble at Margaret Waterhouse's bookshop 
in :Macquarie Street and also in The Heritage Bookshop, Lower GeorBe 
.s~crcet, for $19-50 retail price • 

. G:ra.q_d§.cm for Membership CQ.!¥1..J.tte.e .119-Ill.Q..C.t 
2crn on ~0th January, David Benjamin Jackson, son of Paul and Faye 
.;·acl:::;on; grandson of Naida Jackson, of the Membership Com.mi ttee. 
C~:mgrn~ulations all round. · 

i'L::U.'.X .. i_ar::;_-9_f_.~mber of Tunks F~~ 
f~c ma;rria~e · took pl1:lce in Tw:1ut on 5th January of Deborah Skinner 
( :·,m, ·':;tm.ks J and Warwick Haid. The young couple have made Tumut the·ir 
h on:ie ~ 

Qj) i tjl~~~ 

The death has occurred of Mrs A. M. Broderick, mother of Mrs Mary 
Thompson, Life Member of the Fellowship~ The Fellowship extends 
::ympathy to Nrs Thompson and family. 

f:.£.U1t..Q • .llinr, the Commiss.ayifil 
Of all the tasks that faced the First Fleeters, both before sailing 
and on arri val in N.s.w., that of managing the commisariat must have 
been 1111µ.nd-blowing . " What to take? There were literally thousands 
cf items that were quite basic . The list included such items as 
2xes, : shovels, hoes, iron pots, wooden platters, fishing nets and hooks , 
ca~dl~s,, bedding and clothes. llnd how to issue the stores? What 
they brought with them were virt.ually the only supplies in the colony. 
S:he of~~cer in char ge of the stores was the commissary. 
~he first man to hold this important position was Andrew Miller. He came 
out on the "Sirius " with Phill;i.p, and for a short time he was his 
secretary. Miller found the job fraught with problems , even when he 
was given a trustworthy assi2tant, Zachariah Clark. There was no 
coinage , ·and assigned ser vnnts had to be paid in rum, tobacco, tea, 

~ gar , clothing, flour, salt pork or rice. Free workmen were paid in 
notes ob the British Treasury. Miller's health broke down under the 
2train.,. and he resigned in -1790. He died on the return journey to 
::Jlng]and, · 
..:'i.n0th~; 'First Fleeter , John ,.Palmer, took up the task of handling the 
stores ; · .. : He had had experience at handling and issuing stores as the 
pt:..rser.· on t he "Sirius ." He became · the commissary in June 1791 . The 
job had become more complicated now, for , besides i ssuing Government 
3t 8res , Pa lmer was responsible for negotiating with merchants· to buy in 
new stores. He arranged the deals, fixed .the prices and -drew up 
T;-e~su:ry .. bills. for payments. He had to keep accounts and virtuaW 
act as banker to the colony. (To i3e_.£.<>p.£!,.~) •. 



F.F.F. N~~- I ER _____ _ 
Early Encounters Dctueen Luropeans and .Aborin;incs in New S.2qth Wales 

{Continuine Ena Iforpcr•.s papers on tho subject, reprinted by kind 
porru..ssiori of Ashfield Historical Society an~ ~na Hprper. - The 
prov~ous instslncnt ·concluded 1-1ith the "bcc;inninc of the story of 
PeIJJ.u,lwy, onn of the .i\.boric;inos uho "would h:..;vc nothin,3 to · do with 
the ,~hi te man." Pouulwy firct cone under notice in December 1790, 
uhen he dangerously wounded John McIntire, the c;amckeepcr of tho 
Governor·. Nclntirc cvcntuc1lly died froa the wound) · 

~ -
Pcmuuy lived t-1ith his tribe near the head of Botany Bay. Gove~nor 
Phil+iP oent o·ut an c'.\rDc.4 p8rty fi~oi:! the garricon with · :i,nstrU:ction!3 
to uo·stl"oy or tal~o prisoner cix pcrnons fron thnt tribe, avoidine · 
inj~y to wo1c1en or childrcin. This l-12. S stron3 action on tho part of 
the G:ovcrnor, uho had ah-mys t:..•iod to avoid bloodshed. .After three 
d2ys :the purty returned without h.::wing wounded 2 ,native or taken El 
prisqncr~ 

We hdµr of Pomulily n,sain in Deccnber 1795, '1-rhcn Collins tells of a 
nczro· convict named UeBro -who had fled to the woods to avoid honest 
labour, and lived by robbin6 settlers. Uollinz conr;1cnts:· 

"It v53,s, houcver, reported tha t he h ~1d done one Eieritorious ·action, 
ldll:iq:1c Pemuluy, uho hc.\d jusJc before ~10undcd Collins (the natj.ve) so 
dc:n:3~trously, the.this rccovery·u~:: s a ri10.ttcr- of V8ry g re:.., t doubt ... ," 

4\ b2)bed- spear had boon driv~n into his loins nea r tho vertebrae o=e 
the spine nnd the snrgeons ,,ere unnblo to remove it. Collins left 
the .hospital deciding to trust to nature. For several uceks ho wao 
seen tmlkin:3 about with the spear unwoved, but nt lost they hoard that 
his wife or one of his nale friends had fi:~cd their teeth in the wood 
and drawn it out. 11.ftcr thc.1 t ho recovered~ 

(Collins ·ha.d .taL:en the su:tnar.10---0-f--C.:l-pt-..-:, in-David Collins ·and the -latter 
SElys•· tha t he uas nuch esteemed by cvc:..·y 1-1hi te man uho lmcm hiL1 because 
of hi,s pers onal bravery ancl tho icntlcnc ss of his manners.) _ 

Peuul{-,y c1id not die. He ic nort hoL.:. rcl of in Nnrch 1797. The people 
f1·om the Northe rn Bound8ry Form:; about one mile north of Parrnnatta 
h cJ.d b,9en repea tedly plundered of their provisions and cloth:i.n5 by a 
larGc'. body _of natives. Also a uhite man m1d uornnn had recently 
be 011· ··i:t1llcd. 

So thi:ly 2rm0cl thcE1sclves and, 2.fter plU'Suin,~; tho na tives all nicht, 
c~mc µpon thorn a t , S'l.1.lliJise. Sooinc; that the settlers : ucre ai~racd, the 
natives fled leavi11c.; ·a quantity of Indian corn, oone nusket ball c.nd 
other --: o.rticlcs. They follo1·10d. them to the outsl:irts of Parramatta 
c:incl on.tercel the tm-m. 

Collins tells the s tory: 

" •••• about ~ctn hour t1ft0r were follouccl .by PemulHy, a riotous and 
troub+esooe savage. Thes e 1rnrc known by tho settlers to be the 
sar,1e lfho had so 'ff.l:'equcntly annoyed them; and they intended, if possible, 
to s ctze upon PeI:1.uluy; who in a c;rc <.l t r ace threatened _ to s pear the 
first/ n.1.an that d8rcd to approach hiLl, and octually did thr0r1 a spear 
a t onp of the sold..iers." 

Immcd;1;3tcly a musl::et wns fired and Pcouluy ~ms 110w1dcd, Nany spears 
wore .~ throun, but the muskets were r;1ore deadly and five natives ,1crc 
killcl:l. Collins says tha t this was unpl easant to the Governor, but 
no o·tl;jor cou1•sc co·u1c1 be t.s:ken. 

" •••• lor _i1-.was t heir custom, uhcn they found thct1selves rnorc nuricrous 
ancl bo.t ter arr:iod th.uh tho whi to · p8oplc, to c1cr,.1and ui th insolence 

. whatever they lm1itcd; and, if • r efused, to have r ecourse to rnurc1er," 
. . 

Po.i:1uh1y had r e c8ivcd seven bucL:shot in hin hoc.cl cmd body, and ua s 
t o.l;:on seriously ill to hospit8.l. 

(Continued over pa:30 ) 
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In Nay 17o/1' Ooverner Phillip uen·t to Parreoatta to see lrmcl between 
Duck ·-Rivcr and Gco:..·se's River. Collins roports .JS follous: 

"Hnvinc proceeded cl.oun tho Riv-Jr ( Geurce 's) th~y stopped at a po.in'c 
nc2r ~btany Bay, ~,here they r.iet wit~1 several 1xn•-'Gics of m1tives, anong 
uhuo ·d.as P::muluy, who, havinc_: perfectly recovered f~m-his uou.nds, had 
osca~x~d frof:1 the hospital with an iron a'Jout his lee . IIo oau and 
spoke 0i1i-ch one of the c eiltlc::ncn of tho p::rrty; cnquj.rinG of hilil uhethcr 
the Governor ua s angry and sce,:1od pl0ascd at be inr; told that he w2s 
not; notuithstandinn uhich, there could be but little doubt thGt his 
savo.ge: brutal disposition uoulcl t1Dnifcot itself whcnGver e:~citod by 
tl1e al)peara.nce of an u.ns.ruqd uan." 

.1.\. ycs r .· 1atcr, in Mi:1::..1 ch 1798, 0olli.ns urit~s 21.c;8in obout Por.iuluy. 

"A strance i dea W3S found to prJvuil llnonc tho _nntivos r ospectinc the 
onvaGc · Pcs uluy, uhich wa s very lik~ly to prove' :r2 t 3l to hin in the end, 
Both ho and they entertained an opinion tha t, fror.i h_is havinc.; been 
freque.µtly wounded, he could not be l:ille:d by our firearms. Throu;3h 
this f~ncied security, ho uas said to be at the hcs d of every lJnrty 
thDt ;::,,ttaclrnd the I:JC.ize grounds; and it certainly be cane CJ~pedient to 
convinco thar.i both thc1 t he uc:is not 011.doued with 2.ny such cx'croordin..:lry 
0::.cup'~~on." 
Houovezj a year 1:::d;cr .PcrJ.Ulwy is st;Lll a live · ~mc1. ;J s vonor..1ous ao ever. I1 

. Noy, Qijllifls l"cports the death of a n.) rino settler at Gcorf;C 'r.; River 
opc•nroq. to L~c2th by· hootil.c Aooric.;i1ws. I-fa notes thGt the natives 
bdlon.c;od to tho tri bo of ,-,hich l>euL.iJ.uy ,mn the laac1.cr, 3.lld mko.s 
this cor.'l!:1cnt: 

"It r.1iG}lt be sup::.:,osocl th~:t in this c::orciso ( d ,~ncL1: ), and the coupany 
of their f.:::r.ialcs, their an_::;ry_ and tui'°!:>UL.mt passions would be at r ast. 
ond that tho ic.~_ea of ri1m·dc1' could. not en ten' thoir ninclo; yet they hava 
been L:.rioun to. start m·my, in search of sono tms us p~ctinD object .of 
their :r;cvanc;o or hatred, uho before tho r;1or11inc ha s received a dozen 
spear~ :t hrow;h his boc1.y; and. this · □an in his u.ncultivatcd ata~~" 

In tho-;_cncl Ponttl.11y 11as 1-:illcd or c'i.icd , t hou::3h I tm not sure hou or 
l1hen. --~ The "Sydney Gazette" Vol. I 2 Oc·cobcr 1803 h;.., s tnc·sc uords: 

"By an :unconquerable attn cbl:1cnt to theoc b.. rbs roun ucaG(rn, and an utter 
c.lislikc. to civilized custons, t . s "' - a.r,,,, .,,. co of r.ien are princ.ip3lly 
in-iicnt on the work of c1cpopuJ..::tion, uhi1J hns not, r;jJ,100 . tho fato of 
Pcnulu:(, c:r·~ondcd beyond their oun wilc1 ho.U1Yiic. 11 

"Si.nee }the estsblir;b.Li::,n t of th~t f Gnilj.a r ird;o1•co U1·sc uhich nm, 
su0s i s t cd botuecn us and the n.:., tivcs, ::iovcrcil of th:)n hod found it to 
their inter est to soll or eJ::change fj_sh anonc tho p.Joplc at Porrar.iatta~ 
they bcins contented to r eceive o or-lall qmmtity of uithcr brco.d or 
cnlt moat in barter for uullot, broan anc1· other fich. To the officero 
uho rctl.idcd there this p:..·ovGd a n:..·oot conveni ence, ;:md they oncouraGcd 
tho na t;i.veo to vj_sit tho□ ns often a s thp__y_ coul.c1 bring then fish. . There 
, ,ore, - h¢wovar, amonc the convicts sono uho u orc so uathinkinG or so 
d opr3ve~ as wo.n-conly to destroy :1 co.noe bolo11::,;in3 to a fine yoU11(~ 11<'..m, n . 
n.::tive, · uho had left it c1t sonc little cl:i.ot~u:i.cc iron the: sottl-::r.Kmt, 
and os )ie hopoo. O\,'lt of tho m:iy of obsorvr:-tion, uhilo he ucnt Hith soLte 
fish to·: the huto. His r ace a t finc'i.inc hio cD.noc d.estroyocl uas 
inconc:s tvnble, ancl he threatened to t e l:0 his mm i•cvon0e, ;:md in his own 
u::y, uppn all ,1hite people." 

(l'.,o Bo 00>1tinuccl) 

Conin.r; Ey,cnt 

Feb. 20: .. ]'irst lcctu.rc for 1980, llr t:on Tye, "Dm•c-i;hon l ::t:•c!::~:1J __ ·_r, Ikr 
Lif c and lic:i.• 1/or!::." ......................... 


