
□L.J uu•CJL..JW" u u □LU. · 

PRICE: 504 p.a. 
d I C "I!" Registerttd /or posting as a perio ica ategory 

- --

Please address all correspondence to the Fellowship of First Fleeters, 
G.P.Q. Box 4441, Sydney 2001. 

Vol. 11 No. 2 
March 1980 

-'- ·- ·1etter from Buckinp.Jlam Palace 

t 

Our President has received the following letter:-

Buckingham Palace 
8th February 1980 

Dear Mrs Lewis, 
I am commanded by The Queen to ask you to convey her 

sincere thanks to all members of the Fellowship of First Fleeters 
for their kind and loyal message of greetings , sent on the occasion 
of Australia Day. 

Her :Majesty recei-ved this message with .much pleasure. 
Yours sincerely, 

Robert Fellows. 
Mrs B~ Lewis 

From the Presiden_.t 
It is 'with very deep regret that I open this report with news of th~ 
death .. of Mrs Margaret Markwell on Saturday 15th March. Margaret 
was a wonderful member, a descendant of William Broughton, who 
endear·ed herself to · all - the Fellowship truly was her life. She 
had been a member since the very early days, her membership number 
was 14;3, and she had served as an Executive Committeeman for many 
years. First contact for a great number of new members was with 
Marga:ret in our office on a Friday -- a duty she loveq. to do. She 
worked very hard on the Newsletter and al so the Social Committee. 
The success of Argyle Day was larsely 1ue to Margaret ' s efforts. She 
worked quict;ty in the background and was always ·11there11

• · She will 
be very sadly missed -- the Fellowship has los t a wonderful and much­
loved .~ember, and I and my co.llea0ues have los t a very dear friend . 
To her . son Peter; 1y1h_o came from Canada for the fune:r:al, her sisters 
Joan a~d Ruth, I ex.tend sincere sympathy from all members. 
The Executive Committee have request~d that I bring to your notice 
our involvement in two projects. Firstly the beautiful sculpture 
"First .Impressions" at The Rockso The Fellowship is providing 
plaques, to be placed on each of three sides , giving the history 
behind "The Convict, the Settler and the Soldier" . The official 
opening will be on Wednesday 2nd April at 11 am. Members are 
invited to attend. Unfortunately, due to a previous interstate 

-engagement,~ cannot be ther~, but hope many members will go along • . 
Secondiy, we are ~orkine with the ,Sydney City Council in erecting a : 
memorial to the Firs t Fleet :irl the new pedestrian precinct at Circul.ar 
Quay, Sydney. This will be a t win to one already erected at 
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Ji>ortsmouth, En;3land, and is called "Bonds of Friendship". This is 
due to be opened later in the year. I now make a direct appeal to 
all members to contribute to these projects . No donation is too 
small, and your gift will be acknm1ledged in the Newsletter (names 
only). Committee members have been working with social functions, 
etc, for a couple of years to enable this idea to become a reality, 
and ' I now seek your support -- I'm sure this will give you great 
satisfaction to know you have helped to place this memorial in Sydney 
to our ancestors and thus give them the r ecosnition they deserve. 
At the Executive meeting on Wednesday 12th March Mr Roderick Best was 
appointed a Vice President to replace Mr Ted Linn. We welcome Mr 
Best. and I look forward to workinis 11i th him. -..:... 
I hav:e had a very busy time since last reportines to you. I att'ended 
the 'opening, by His E:~cellency the Governor, of the Wedgwood Exhibition 
at the Opera House - a highlight of which was to sec the medallion 
made f rom clay from Sydney Cove and sent back to England by a "First 
Fled.ter". I was a guest spcal::er at Ryde-Eastwood Legacy, also at 
Hurstville Leis ure Learning Group. A wonderful experience was the 
honour of speaking at the Annual Dinner of the E:rnhange Teachers 
Association at the Sydney Turf Club Function Centre a t Canterbury 
Racecourse. There were teachers present from Britain, Canada, New 
Zealand, France and other countries as well as Australians who had 
served overseas , who now know much more about Fellowship of First 
Fleqters and our early history. 
A real delight was my second trip to NorfoD<: I sland. It was fellow­
ship in . the true meaning of the word -- many of the eroup were new 
members or from the country and we all met for the first time. I 
th~nl<: them all for their friendly co-operation. A report of this 
trip appears later in this Newsletter. 
I look forwar<?- to hearing from as .1;1any as possible regarding our 

· memorial funds in the immediate future. I also remind members that 
this is their last opportunity to order copies of tho "Bowes Smythe 
Jo_Ul'nal" . at wholesale rates (detail s in Fobruary Newsletter). 

Beryl Lewis. 

~e.J;§pip Repor~ 
. We w~sh to welcome the fallowing new members : --

Mrs ·tyel.l Judge , Nelson B2y. (Joseph Elliott (Trimby) ) 
Mif'.is~Gaenor A. Williams, Rose Bay. (John Small - Mary Parker) 
Rogert w. Moxham, Boronia, Victoria . (John Herbert - Deborah Ella.rm) 

· Ste1)hen R. Willi1;1ms, Jnr., Heathcote . (William Nash - Maria Haynes) 
Geoffrey G. Gardiner, Bonnet Bay, NSW. (James Bloodworth -
· · · ·. Sarah B.cllamy) 

·Mrs Mavis M~ K~ Scarr , K:i,neston, A.C.T. (James Bloodworth -
•. . . · Sarah Bellamy ) 

· Harold F. ~illick, Kogarah. (Thomas Arndell - Ann Forbes ) 
Mrs :sandra · M~ Machin-, Koi3arah. ( Thomas Arndell - Ann Forbes) 

... Mrs Thais Mason, Bentluit¥1, Victoria-. (Edward Garth - su·sannah 
· · · ', . Garth) 

Mrs Meredith G. Barkla , Oakwood Park, Victoria. (Edward Garth -
· · Susannah Garth) 

Mrs: Margaret A. Clougher, Taroona, 'l'asmania. (William Nash -
· Maria Haynes) 

}lrs ·ijarie M. Adamson, Sandy Bay, Tasm.ania . (William Na.sh 
Maria Haynes) 

Miss . Sandra B. Williams, Heathcote . (William Nash - Maria Haynes) 
Mrs · Deirdre B. Cameron, Lismore. (James Underwood) 
Mri:f Joyce ~. Bruce, Mudgee . (Robert Forrester) 
Miss· Joy Hunt, Holland Parl(~ _Queensland. (Andrew Fishburn) 
Mrs ·Rosemary Freedman, Lueqrno , N. S.W. (Frederick Meredith) 
Mrs Florence M. Hedees and Ni ss Amanda J. Hedges .(Jnr), Roseville. 

· (Matthew James Everingham) · 
Garry P. Hedges , Waverton. (Matthew James Everingham) 

Mnmhn~~h; n 0.nrnm;++oa 



Fe.bt;_uary Lecti.y:,_e Ev_EID.lJ.1..8 
On the 20th February Mr Ken Tye, of Mosman (a Life Member of the Royal 
Australian Historical Society), addressed us on "Dorothea Mackellar -
Her Life and Hor Work". Mr Tye was privileged to have known the 
late Miss Mackellar, and through his speaking and his slides brought 
her personality closely to us . 
All Australians know and l ove her "My Country" -- the wide brown land 
but few know very much of her other lovely poems. 
Through the slides we saw her as a young woman who wrote with such 
insight and fervour of her country -- and ours. The first slide was 
of an oil portrait now han8ine in· the· Spealcer' s Room in State ...:... 
Parliament Houseo Ot:~.-:· s showed the home at Rose Bay where she was 
born and other homes in Sydney and the country -- the country that she 
knew and loved so well. 

II Mr Tye told us of how he found the locality -- and the home, "Torry burn , 
on the Allyn River, north of Maitland -- where she had as a girl seen 

'-" the breaking of the drought in about 1900. 

--
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His slides brought the beauty of". this lovely area forcefully to us, 
as they did to her in a hospital bed _·_ in 1 966. 
DurinG his address the speaker road to us , with. understanding and 
feeling , some of her many poems·: in . one collection alone there are 
169 of them, ranging through love of nature , humour, sadness, and 
in particular, "Colour" v of which she had said to Mr Tye, "You know, 
I think that was as close as I came to writing poetry". 
Through what we heard .and saw .that ovenine we came closer .to knowing 
and understanding this wonderful Australian poet, and for that we are -
6rateful. We hope to have Mr Tye as our euest again in the near 
future, and we thank him for ·-gi -.n_ng- us a mogt inspiring and memorable 
lecture o · 
Our ne:;~t speal::er i s Mr Noel Thorpe, from the w .... ,. t er Board, whose address 
will be given on "The Streets of Sydney". A year or two ago Mr Thorpe 
addressed the Fellowshi p on the Tank Stream, a lecture considered so 
interost i ng that many member s asked that ho be invited again. 

Sally Kalina. 

Repor~Lon A.; chi™ J~sho.ll 
On behalf of the Fellowship I attended a workshop at the State Archives 
Buildine conducted for International Archives Week. We were taken on 
a tour of the State .Archives and were given several interesting 
lect'¥es on such subjects as 
* Establishing an archives 
* Organising a manuscripts collection 
* Principles of conservationo 
I found this,.;both interesting and infor mative, and it should be of 
t3reat · assistance to us i n scttins up the Fellowship1 s Archives. 

Joyce Cowell. 
'~:nj;_ly_J:;icaj._c Da.v" at Hcnr.,.Y._.K,endall C_o...ii.~o 
On Saturday 19th April the· Bri sbane Water Historical Society will be 

· holding a "Family Picnic Day" at Henry Kendall Cottage, located just 
off Brisbane Wa.ter Drive at West Gosford. 
Mrs Elaine Fry, Hon.· Secret.:iry, Brisbane Water Historical Society, 
provides the followinc informa·cion: Hours of opening : 10 am to 5 pm •. 
Admission charges: 50c adults , 20c children (5-15 years) -- which will 
include insp~tion of Henry Kendall Cotta.3e and Museum. Plenty of 
parking space for busc.s and cars. Aoong the attractions_: ·The u.oua1-··. 
food stalls (Devon-shire teas, . . hot dogs, etc), produce and cake . stalls, 
tho popular pancake-making; spinning , wood-turning, . pottery, china· 
painting, lapidary demonstrntions, painting by Central Coast Art 
Society members, a programme of races for the children. 
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yi~ijo __ N_o~r..f_~ J.§.l_a_nJl_-:=-_:1lc1rcq_ll_8~Q 

The Fellowship of First Flccters excursion to Norfolk Island, planned 
so many months before, finally took off from Mascot on Swiday 2nd March 
with 28 passengers aboard an East-Wust Airlines Folcker. Tho four-hour 
flight allowed a r enewal of acquaintances of cowitry members with the 
Fell9wship1 s urban members. The captain of the aircraft was inter­
est~d to know that he had so many F.F.F. □embers ~board and invited 
them to visit the fli.ght deck -- a very different affair to the poop 
deck of the Sirius! · Arr:i_ved at Norfolk

0
I s l and the aircraft made a 

pass over the i s l and before makin~ a 180 turn to land on the main 
s trip, thus eiving everyone aboard a bird's-eye-view of our home f#.--
a wqek. Right f ron the outset Norfolk Island put itself out to 
wel-cpme us with the members of the Island ' s Historical Society 
present at the airport to greet us. The r emainder of our party of 
ei~t members arrived ~he next day. 
Perhaps lforfoDc I sland had never before been so minutely inspected. 
Each day two busos took our member□ on an ori:;anised tour to some part 
of i;p.e island , and every aspect of its history, ecogr aphy , flora and 
fawia, . administration and soci al life uas inspected and discussed. Bui, 
this. was not enou3l1! In their spare time member s hired cars and drove 
to r~mote cor~ers of the island inacces s ible to the buses; others 
went horseback riding alon0 narrow bridle paths , while the more 

· ene:r:gctic went on a hike from the s umr,1i t of Mt Bates to the Cook 
me~o;'ial. One very fit member was observed hil:ins up tho road to 
thc:: summit of Mt Pitt and stridinB off in tho direction of Kin~ston 
and Cas cade. Even the coral and fish in Emily Bay were inspected 
thr6ugh the glass bottom of a boat. And, for good measure, the 
isl~nd 's local light aircraft was hired so that the coas tline could be 
viEfri~d offshore and the nearby i s l ands of Nepean and Phillip 
in~p~cted from the air. 
From the outset public relations were very good. The local radio 
static~ r eported our activities over the breakfast session almost 
daily and the two local news sheets g8.vo us a very good covcra1se . 
Ncmb~rs dutifully wore their F.F.F. badges and name bars, and the 
loqa+ business community soon l ea rnt to spot a First Fleeter at a 
dist~nce. They were very inter ested in the Fellowship itself and 
in oi.µ' own personal histories, especially if our ancestors had any '----­
conne,ction with the islnnd 1 s early hiotory . 
Our party was accorded a number of special privileges. One .was a 
condµcted tour of the r ecently re stored administra tive buildings at 
Kingston by the Hon. William A. Blucher, M.L.A., who e:rplained how 
the ~overnment of ' the island works and how the islanders are now 
adapting to the self-gover~ent r efor ms int roduced last year. The 
isla~d 1 s sources of income (mainly post age s tamps); the islanders ' 
attitude to such ncw-faneled ideas as the Torrens system of land 
titles (many of the i s l ~nders zealous ly guard their original land 
Brant corti11icates ); and the peculiar syst em of requiring inhabitants 
to donate a fortnight's l abour on the local roads or pay a small tax, 
were·. all explained. Another special privilege was a tour of Govern­
mei;:i.t .:House througn the courtesy of His Honour tho Adminis trator and 
the m,embers of the local Historical Society who acted as guides. 
Night life on Norfolk I s land i s almo~t entirely given over to 
f easting. There seems to be a convention that one should dine in a 
diff¢:rent r est aurant each night, but to visit every rostaurant on the 
i slaljd would require an extended stay. Some restaurants have a 

· speoial fuature such as a dinner the Commandant of the Penal Settle­
ment,/ might have enjoyed, which would include the local fish Red 
Emperor, ro~st beef, Colony Ham and Dublin Cream Pie. Between 
cour~es at this dinner we sang sones from the Garrison Song Folio --

· Botany B2y, 10,000 Miles Aw~y, and Click! ••• Our Farewell Dinner, 
held ·at historic Bishopscourt, featured Norfolk I s.land dishes cooked 
in traditional Pitcairner 1 s styl e . We discovered that bananas can be 

( Continued on Pt-~ ge 5) 
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treated in many different ways besides drowning them in custard. On 
another night we gorged ourselves on seafood, and the one evening we 
dined at our own hotel we were treated to a J..A\Jll feast. 
Of course the official reason for our visit to Norfolk Island was to 
place a plaque on the headstone of First Fleeter Thomas Headington. 
This duly took place on a significant day, Foundation Day, which is 
apµ.blic holiday for the island. It turned out to be a splendid 
day, and we began it with a tour of the convict ruins remaining from 
the,,.Second Settlement at Kingston, under the 3uidance of Michael 
Prentice, a young man who really knows his local history, and who has 
that rare ability to impart his knowledge in an entertaining way. 
During this tour we visited the old Crank Miil, and, descending int~ 
the >old basement, :Michael told us that these foundation walls were 
probably erected during the First Settlement. We had our lunch, 
picnic style, in the ruins of the old civic hospital at which the 

· Fell,owship played host to the members of the Norfolk Island Historical 
Soc~ety. · 
At~ pm we gathered round the grave of Thomas Hcadin~ton for the 
unveiling . Our President expressed the pleasure it ~ave the Fellow­
ship to be on Norfolk Island for this important event after two years 
of negotiation. His Honour tho Adminis trator, Mr Peter Coleman, 
congratulated the Fellowship on its worlc over t he past -12 years and 
unveiled the stainless steel plaque set in the side of the headstone, 
observine as he did so that the flag which covered the plaque was a · 
repl:ica of the Queen Anne flac; f lown in the Colony at the time of the 
Fir~t Settlement, the distinguishing feGture being the absence of the 
cross of St Patrick on it. As members of the F.F.F. stood silently 
beside the grave we r emembered the motto of the Fellowship and 
wondered if Thomas Headington could ever have imagined in his wildest 
dre~ms that such a ceremony would take place at his graveside 182 
yeai:s later-. ·· -

It. would be imposs ible to list all the curious things we saw and did, 
but/ a short -list would surely include a visit to a horse stud where : 
we saw the soporific effect of a man breathing int o a horse's nostrils; 
the ,delieht that bulls experience when their tails arc rubbed the wrong 
way; unloading a ship a t Cas cade by the use of lighters; banyan trees 
originally used to mark the boundaries of the settlement and a truly 
magtjificent specimen at the airport; cows grazinG at the roadsides at 
a _cos t to their owners of $10 per head pGr year (last year it was only 
a dollar a head , s o rforfolk I s l and lmows some thing of the effects of · 
inflation); a tour called "Behind the Hedges 11 which turned out to be . 
an inspection of the i s landers ' private gnrdens; community · hymn singine 
a t S.t Barnabas' Chapel; the ubiquitous Norfolk I sland Pine, guavas and 
lantana and the colourf ul shrub "natch me i f you can". 
Many of the Fellowship had brou1s}it their family histories, so in spare 
moments we discussed proeress and problems, and several consulted early 
inland s urve:ys kindly lent by members of _the His torical Society, in the 
hope of locai>ing where their ancestors had once lived. We f ea s ted as 
much on his tory as we did on food, and found our friends in the 
Historical Societ.y.,moro than willing to co-operate, as unfortunately 
the < history of the .'First Settlement takes third place to that of the · 
Second Settlement (a touri'st drawcard) and the Third Settlement, whose 
many descendants are so active in the.Island's commerce and s overnment 
today. To the ordinary tourist the _ l c.~onds of Barney Duffy and the 
Bloqdy Brid:?,e are the titbits to feed his i ma{sination of "the bad old 
days", but to the ~ore serious mcrabers of our party it was interesting 
to l.earn f rom our historical f riends their not so highly coloured 
vo~$ions of these stories . 

The · names Mc19ie, Dolly, Naomi, Cqllcen, Agnes, Diane , Chris and Michael 
may -not mean much to 41-ost readers of this Newsl etter, but to the 
member s of our little expedi~ion they were peopl e who II)ade our stay 
very enjoyable and with whom ue made friends in such a 'short _time. At 
our farew8ll dinner we sai d "thank you11 and presented F.F.F. memento(1S 
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,,of our visit. We also said· in a practical way our thanks to our 
"President, who had succeeded, despite constant chanees and many diffi~ 
culties , in brineing the tour to a successful conclusion. 
With ' a shock we realised that we had survived a week without TV, the 
news,papers and the radio (al most), and i t was with an even grea ter 
shoclc that we realised that back in "civilisation" where we would soon 
be heading, there were strikes, shortages and disor&anised communica­
tions. The hal f - empty sui t eases we had brought were nm·, bulging with 
souvenirs , and oven at this l ate hour there were frantic revis its to tho 
shops to buy something for Aunt Emma or Uncle Joe . I n adjoining hotel 
rooms are wnents began as to what was limited by Cust oms . WGs it $2 , 
$20, :·$200 or $2000 duty- free on goods? Both drinkers and non- dr:iaiters 
suddc:ml y became concerned a s to how much liquor could be eot through 
Custqms duty free . Was it a "reputed quart", "a litre", or "a bottl.e 
and a half per person"? And anyhow, what was half a bottle? Some 
said ·a full bottle less three nips qualified . It seemed that only the 
Sydney Customs barrier would solve thes e probl ems ! 
Three of our party l eft on s~-•tU1·day ' s pl ane , and on the Sunday afterr · 'n 
our new-found friends , officials, members of the Historical Society a......: 
six i,f our members who, at the last moment , were taken off the loading 
list 1to wait another day, farewelled 27 members on their way back to 
cheer.less Sydney. One returning member found his tel ephone bill waitin1 
for him and ruefully reflected that on Norfolk I rJl and t el ephone calls 
are ,free ! 

Thor~ can be no doubt that we all thorouGhly enjoyed our stay and that 
the :I:s l and and j_ts peopl e had a profound effect on us . Just what effec· 
the Fellowship visit ors had on the Islanders i s hard to assess in such a 
short time, but there can be little doubt that the I s l and desperately 
need~ tourists to survive, and the Isl anders were bending over backwa~ds 
to impress us that they are more than wortha visit . Certainly 36 
mcmb<irs of our Fellowship cap. unanimousl y endorse that . 

Geoffroy Squires. 
Note .. by Edi tor: A very woll-wri tton, interesting and informative report1 

Hoa~_t., Surp.,,_er_y; f..9I...1L Junior~ 

Benjamin Wheatley (Joseph Hotton), aged 2 ·years and 9 months, a juni'tr:r" 
membe.r of the Fellowship, who had to have a massive heart opera tion when 
he was only a few weeks old , underwent further heart surgery on 6th 
March. We are pleased to r eport that Benjamin i s fit and well again. 
OJ>itqary 

We reeret to have to record the r ecent deaths of three members of the 
Fellowship. 

As mentioned by the President in her report, tho death has occurred of 
Mrs Mar ear e t M.:i.r kwell, a very conscienti ous worker for the Fellowship 
for many years . This is, i n fact, the f irs t i ssue of the Newsletter 
ove~ :·a l o~ puriod that Mare,arot did not contribute to, either in · 
conte·nts or in production. This makes it a sad i ssue of the Newsletter 
for ~he . Edi tor _ap.d all those connected with i t s production .. 
The '. c\eath occurted ·in Rankin Par k Hospitt1l, Newcastle , on 1st February 
of c4arles Kenneth Thompson, of Mayfield . Mr Thompson had been a member 
for 9nly a short time , but was very . proud of his membership. 

Mr A~gust Richard (Dick) Squires , of Quoanbeyan, passed away on .14th 
Marqh, aged 84 years . Mr Squires was the f ather of Geoffroy Squires, 
who ·wrote the report on tho Norfolk I s l and visit . 

We ~~tend sympathy to the f amilies of each of these late members . 
"Early En<munt_~•~ . 
The · next instalment .,of "Early Encounters Between Europeans and Aborigines 
in lf;S .W." will -appear in 1;ho April i ssue of the Newsletter . 
Q.omip,B Events 
16th ~pril: Lecture, Mr Noel Thorpe, "Streets of Sydney". 
19th April: "Family Picnic Day 11 , ,Henry Kendall Cottage , West Gosfo:rd. 

.x._w.~u _ v _v w v u ...... •• 


