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(In the- absence on holidays of the President, during which she attended 
the Sec9nd Congr ess of Genealogy and Family History, held at Adelaide 
University, this month's Report has been written by Vice President Mr 
Roy Kabl,e) 
Vice Pre~ident 1 s Report 
The Annual General Meetin:3 of the Australian Federation of Family History 
was held in Adelaide during the Easter Holiday period, and our President, 
Mrs Beryl Lewis, and recently appointed Vice President Roderick Best · 
attende~ as the Fellowship' s representatives. 
Preceding the above mectin6 , the Official Opening of Playf~ir Square 
in the Rocks Area took place , with .official invitations being accepted 
on behalf of the Fellowship by myself and Roderick Best , toeether wi-th 
11 Lady)•lembers dressed in period costume. 
As was mentioned in the previous i ssue of the Newsl etter , the Fellowship 
contributed the costs involved to provide the plaques giving the history 

-.,)f the ~embers of the First Fleet depicted in the magnificent sandstone 
s culpture which forms the centrepiece of the Square. 
The American Sculptor Bud Dumas captured the feeling of the Area, and 
the Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr Bedford, in declaring the 
Playfair Square open1 prai sed the Roclcs Development Committee for their 
attention to detail of the restored area , and also the Fellowship of 
First Fleeters for their i nvol vement in the project . 
Members;:'who have not seen the ar ea are advised to vi sit the site and . see 
the sculpture and read the information on the pl aques, which are suit ably 
endorsed with our Fellowship name. 
I at·t'enq.ed ·the ·f c1_rewell Service to Archdeacon Goodwin of St Philips, 
Sydney , on behal~ of t he Fellowship, on Sunday .April 13. The Primate of 
Australia , Archbishop Sir Marcus Loane, preached the sermon and recot:ldd 
the service of Archdea:con GGO<iwino -· ·- -· __ .. 

-, . 

Our President will resume her usual report in the next i ssue of the 
News l et-ter , after her return from Adel ai de • . 

Roy Kable . 

yal' s Book Is 0Rtl 
Attenti dn Everingham family and other interested people! 

--· ... 
Over a hµndred ~tices regarding the book have been returned to the 
Library: .. of Australian History with the envelopes marked "Not known at 
this . address" . Would you be kind enough to l et all other members of 
the family know that the first book in the Everingham trilogy, entitll.ed 
"Matthew Everinlsham, A First Fleeter and His Times", is-·now on sale? 

(Continued on Page 2) 
t 
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' Val.!.,_s Bo_ok Is Outj__l9.9pt~ej.l 

The dustjacket states that "tho book i s much more than a biography of ·· 
Matthew ·Everingham, it is a valuable reference work on the First Fleet · 
and the· conditions in England responsible for the establishment of a 
convict settlement in N.S.W.; the early period of se ttlement at Sydney 
and in the Hawkosbury district". 

Tho work is published by the Library of Australian History, 17 Mitchell 
Street, North Sydney 2060, to whom all mail orders should be addressed. 
The r e t ail price is $13-50. For one book 95c should be added in the 
Sydney area, $1-30 N.S.W. Country and ~2-20 intersta te (for postage).~ · 
For other rates, write to the publishers. 

The book is also available from Australia's Heritage Bookshop (phone 
27 7401.), 81½ Geor.ge Street (opposite Cadnan's Cottage ), Sydney (Tho 
Rocks). •: Limited s upplies .are availabl e from the Fellowship ( contact 
the President, :Hrs Lewis, on 709 8974) -- copies are available a t a 
concession rate thrciush the Fellowship. The book is also available 
a t other bookshops specialising in Australian History. 

The second book in the trilogy, "A Hawkesbury Story", should be out in 
November, while the family tree, "Cornstalks", should appear in the 
middle of the year. 

•·Hope yo~ all enjoy r eading them as much as I enj oyed writing them. 

Val Ross. 

Arthur BowELs_Smyth Joll!'_n~ 

Those MEimbers of the Fellowship who have already ordered a copy of the 
above Journal should contact tho President, Mrs Lewis (tel. 709 8974) 
on tho matter.. Unfortunately no new orders can be taken. 

As mentioned in the February Newsl etter, Arthur Bo.-,cs Smyth was the 
surgeon :aboard Lady Penrhyn, and it has been edited by Paul G. Fidlon, 
B.A. (Hons.), Dip. Ede (N.S . W.), Ph.D. (Lond.), and R. J. Ryan, B.A. 

F._eJ.l..9Ji.sJl:iJ2..Jladge s , Key Ripg;=;, E_t,c;_,. 

Some I•1embers may not realise that the Fellowship now has an attractive 
r ange of such things as badges, spoons and key rings. 

In line with current trends, the price of the Fellowship badge was 
increased r ecently, and is now $3-50. However, the price of the spoon 
has remained at S2, the price it has been from the betsinning. There 
is now also an Associa.tes Badge , priced at $3,.. Here is the full 
range, tjnd their prices : 

Fe;l.lowship Badge 
• (lady ',-9 and gent ' s) ••••• 

Associates Badge •••••••••••• 
Ke Y. Rin~'5S •• · ••••••••••••••••• 

. ,1 

$3-50 
$3-00 
$2-50 

Tea caddy •••••• 
Spoon •••••••••• 
Cake Fork •••••• 

$2-25 
$2-00 
$2-00 

· · These· ar.B a-11-ava1l ab:l:cr -at the Fellowsh±p' s Offi-cc,- -Roon 3·r 2 , -Assemb:ll:y 
BuildinLS , cnr York and Margaret Streets, between 10 am and 2 pm Tuesdays 
and Fridays, or from Mrs Thelma Guy (pho.o,c 869 7917; outside business 
hours, please) . 

t 

' 
~h L€j.,ct~_q_ -- on St · Thoma~J..... Nortll,J3.x.dney 

' 
The :Ma'rqh Lecture Evening was a very interesting one. Mrs Daphne Dobbyn, 
Church ~rchivi~ for St Thomas's, North Sydney, dclichtcd us all with 
her hi·si;or ical and entertaining .talk . on the famous church and the 
minister,s who served _.there . · 

In 1843 the. foundation stone of tho first Church of St Thomas' s was 
l a id. The church was finished in 1845 , but there was s uch a lack of 



• . . . ---· ' ------
clergy. in the colony tha't Bishop Brou[shton was unable 
appointment until the following year, when Rev. W. B. 
up the ,··,:post. 

to make an 
Clarke took 

On Augus t 5, 1846, the church was consecrated by Bishop Broughton, 
and the first marriage took place on November 29, 1846, when John 
'l'aylor married Eliza- Kennedy. Both s i ened 1·1i th a cross; showing 
neither ··.could. write. 
The orieinal church was built of stone and seated 200. Mr Clarke 
had a v~ry large parish to minister to. It extended to Manly in the 
eas~ , the Lane Cove River in the west, past Hornsby in tho north and-.:_ 
to the H~rbour in the south. 
Mr Clarke r otirod in 1870 and the Rev . w. Cave-Brown-Cave was appoin-ted 
Rector. , The question of enlar ging the church was discussed at a 
meeting attended by the Bishop of Sydney, tho Right Rev. Frederick 
Barker. Mr Edmund Blacket was chosen to be the architect. A new 

·portion-of the church was built, and the old. church r emained till th~ 
__, new portion was paid for, and was then repla ced by the new buildingg. 

1:lhen tho time came for r emovin3 the old church, it was t aken down stone 
by stone . .A contractor purchased for £ 200 the old materials, and with 
the steno he built terrace dwellings in hiller Street which became 
known as-.'.§,fi; Thomas I s Terra co. 
The new. St Thomas' s opened to a full and vigorous parish life. Mrs 
Dobbyn -kindly brought very old church regi sters to the Lecture, which 
was fascina~ing . Ono of the ministers, William Clarke, commented in 
~reat detail on the behaviour of mourners at the_ graves ide, and stat$d 
his disapproval of a widow's intoxicated condition in one instance. He 
also gav.c detailed accounts on the type of illnesses from which his 
parishioners died. -
Mr W. c. · . .-Qave-Drown-Cave , who followed Mr Clarke, was considered not a 
stronc disciplinarian. A l etter was written to the Choirmaster, · 
Charles lounger, from a William Cooper. The lotter concerned wayward 
choirboy$ who had fill ed the Vereer's hat with water and inked a 
9urplice, He wrote: "The guilty parties our,ht to be punished. Mz, 

..,.__larke I s -.: departurc has already proved a serious l oss to us in this 
as well ·~s in other mattcrs 11 • 

t 

Mrs Dobbyn1 s account of tho ministers, touched with warmth and humour, 
ma.de it ~ meLlorablo l ecture. She i s a warm ancl charming person, and 
everyone\ loved her. 
We h6pe·to see the Flower Festival at St Thomas ' s Church in October, and 
will give. more details closer to the time . 

Sally Kalina. 

!'1,embersh¼P Re~ort 
Mrs Edmr .13. Ed-.,ards, I"ierewether Heights. (Dr Thomas .Arndell.- Ann 

·. Forbes ) 
Mrs Chris tine A. En~~rsby, Anthony J. Endersby, Jnr, Miss Catherine A~. 

. Endersby, Jnr, Davids. Endcrsby, East Maitl and. 
(William Tunks, Ann Forbes . Dr Thomas· Arndell) 

Dr Thomas J. Lowe, Moss Vale. (Ann Sa~dlin -- new First Fleeter) 
Mrs E. M. McCarthy, of Caringbah; Mr Russell c. McCarthy, of Bathurst; 

Mr John McCarthy, of Rylstone. · (Philip Gidley 
King) 

Matthew A,..- Smith, Jnr, East Killara. (Edward Pugh & Hannah Smith) 
Mr Robert K. W~te, Allambie Heights. (William Broughton) 
Mr Kenneth w. H. Meredith, Asquith. (Frederick Meredith) 
Mrs Olive .M. Mul.polland, Downer-, A.C.T. (William Nash & Maria Hayne$) 
Mi ss Janine A. McCarthy, Jnr, Bathurst . (Philip Gidl:4} King) 

( CoriJ;.in..~_cm_]:qge · 
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Mrs Shir.icy M. Strachan, Maryborough , Victori a . (William Tunks. Hugh 
- • Hughes) 

Mr R. J e S. Staffor d, Wool l ahra . (Matthew Everingham) 
I'-lr John G. Tunks , Condobol in. (William Tunks ) 

We apologi se for the delay in publishi ng t he fore0oing list of new 
members • names , and bi d thcr..1 all wel come to the Fellowshi p . 
There are a further two new members to be added , whom we a l s o have great 
pl easure· in wol co1:1i nB into the F(:l l lowship: ....:,... 
Mrs Alison ·J . Neal, Wahroonga . (Robert Forrester) 
Mrs Eil e~n E. Holli day , Tabulam. (Natthew Evcri ngham) 

The Member shi p Committee looks forward to mee t i ng any new members at our 
monthl y 7~ectures ~ 

Nai da J ackson. Mary Bailey. 

,§_Q,,h6o1.,d~y s _lij._~Ji_J..11,v_:u:._~t.,m.,e_t_e.y_~ 

It was cl ose to 9 am one morning in 1789 , and I sabella Rosson was busily 
cngqeed in convertin6 her one poorly furnished room from a bed- s i tter to 
a school room. Her personal possessions were put a s i de . She pl aced c 
few poor . books on the t abl e , arranged s ome wooden stool s for her pupils 
and took he r: onl y t eaching a id from a drawer . Thi s was a horn book - -
a shee t of paper about 8 i nches l ong by 5 i nches wi de, pasted on a thin .. 
piece of . wood , and covered with thin -transparent horn. On this sheet 
was pri nt ed the._ a l phabet , fie ure_s. from 1 to 9 in Roman and Ar.abic 
numerals·, a few s i mpl e · words and t he Lord I s Prayer ., 

' . 
Preparine thus for her day ' s work, the f i r s t Austrn.l i an school-mistress 
coul d co~templ ate with sati sfaction her situation in ,the colony. Here she 
was , a t :f:hc a6e of 35 years , the proprietor of a "Dame ' s School", the fir st 
in Austrol i a . Onl y two years befor e , on Januar y 10, 1787, she had stood 
in the dock a t the Ol d Bai l ey and been sentenced to seven years transpor .- • 
tion fo·r . s t cal inr-:; househol d furnishines to t he value of 12 shillings . Srre 
had endured the l on~ sea voyage as a convict in the Lady Penrhyn , a 
transport in the Fi r s t Fl eet . Now she was f ree and able to ear n a l iving 
by passi ng on her meagre knowl edge . . 

. . 
The official attitude to education was t hat it was important , but that i t 
was essenti ~l l y a t ask for the Church to undertake . The col ony ' s f i r s t 
Chaplain,. who came out -on the Golden Grove , was Rev . Ri chard Johnson• a 
well-educated man who had been a t eacher in Enel and before entering tho 
minis try ; I n the first years he t au6ht s ome of the children himsel:f, 
and l ater he was made respons ibl e for the supcrv:i.sion of all schools . I n 
1793, when Johnson' s church was er e cted , a s choolroom was incor porated. The 
f i r s t teacher waS; William Richardson, a First Fl eeter who had been 
transpor ted on the Al exander . He had mar r i ed I sabella Rosson of t h e 
f i r s t Da!l}e ' ~ School._ -.J.The sch()_()l di d ~10.µ. and soon ha_~ th_ree teacher s 
and 150 pupils , the chil dren of N.s;w. Corps members , set~l er s and 
convicts;. · 

Soon s chciol s were being establ ished i n other dis tricts . Some ·were 
Governmerit orph,mage school s , some wore private a·cademi es , and many were 
church sqhools . 
All of .t hem attended to · the educa t ional needs of the young Australians 
of the e~r l y Nineteenth Century . 
They werc;:i build.i~ on the foundations l aid by the First Fl eet educa tors . 

l988. Bi-C_e11,knii,r1£ 
Members are invi t ed to SU8 6est suitable a ctivities that. the Fellowsh.:il.p can. 
carry out as part of the Bi-Centenary Cel ebr a t i ons in 1988. 
t 
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Enrly Encounters Between Europeans and Aborigines in New South Wales 

(Continuin3 Ena Harper's papers on tho subject, reprinted by kind 
permis~ion of Ashfield HistoricEJ), Society and Ena Harpere At the end . 
of the 'previous instalment a canoe belonging to "a fine youn.s man" named 
Balloodcrry had been wantonly destroyed at Parramatta by some convicts. ­
Balloode~ry ·was one of a number of nat_ives who sold or exchanged fish 
1·1ith .tne people of ParraD.att a . Finding his canoe destroyed, Ballooderry 
vowed :to t ake r evenge on all white people) · 

. . 
The r~sult wai:i that one of the six convicts was hanged and Ballooderry.....:..­
was told of this . Novertheless , . when he met an unarmed man who had 
s trayed froo Parramatta as fa r as the Flots, he wow;i.ded him in two places 
with a spear. Governor Phillip then s trictly forbade Ballooderry to 
appear again at any of the .settlements. Then the other natives, his 
friends, were alaroed, and Parramatta was seldom vis ited by any of them, 
and all commerce with them ceased. 

'· 
Here C9llins' sympathies are with the natives : 
"How much greater a claim to the appellation of savages were the wretches 
who were the cause of this than the native who was the sufferer?" 
The Sydney Scene . We have been trying to build.up a picture of what 
r eally :happened between Europeans and .Abori[sines in the early days of the 
Sydney :settlcnent. 

At this stage a further remark should be made regarding Boorong, the 
.Aboriginal (5irl who went to live ,vi th Rev. and r1rs Richard Johnson. A · 
modern·: commentary su:;gested that s he _was o.ade to ·act as a maid. This 
may have been true, but further reading of the Journals has shown 
nothing to support this view. Capt ain Watkin Tench says· she was received 
with great kindness by Mrs Johnson, and other r efer ences mention the fact 
that she was taken on expeditions to act as an interpreter b~twecn ~he 
white iµen and her peopl e . Later she became lmown as .Abaroo. 

It i s ~ery -obvious thGre was a mixed reaction among the Aborigines to 
the settlerso · As we have seen, there were some Aborigine9 who 
actually lived in the homes of the newcomers, s ome who traded with them 
and ottiers who would have nothing to do with them except when they stole 
food or clothing or burnt down crops or dwellings. 

In the·' fir s t place i t i s · interesting to read how Aborigines behaved in 
the company of Europeans, t hat i s , when they were living in a fixed 
dwellµig. In the Journals of Captain Tench we read of Imeerawanyee, 
a young Aborigine. 

. . 

"This good-tempered lively l ad was become a gr eat f avourite with us, 
and almost constantly lived a t the Governor's house. He had clothes 
made up for him; and to amuse his mind he was taught to wait at table . 
One da,y a l ady, _Mrs M'.Arthur, wi fe of an officer of the garrison, dined 
there, : as did Nanbaree. This latter, anxious that his countryman should 
appeal' .·. to advantage in his new office , gave him many instructions, 
s trictly charging him., amone other things , to t ake away the l ady' s plate, 
whenever she should cross her kni fe and fork, and to gi ve her a clean 
one. This I meer anwanyee executed, not only to Mrs ·M1.Arthur -but to 
several of the other guests . At l ast Nimbaree crossed· his knife and 
fork with great gr avi ty, cas ting a glance at t he other, who looked for 
a momep.t with cool indifference at what he had done, arid then turned his 
head another way . Stung at this supercilious treatment, he called in 
rage ; ·J;o know why he was not attended to, as well as the rest of the 
company . · _ But Imeeranwanyee only l aughed; nor could all the anger and 
r eproaches pf ~ e other pr evail upon him to do that for one of :his 
countrymen, whi ch he cheerfully .continued to perform t o every other 
pe~son!' • ·· , 

. . 
This i s only one small aspect of the overall scene. I n June 1793 Captain 
David Collins gives a vivi d picture of the mixed life .that the natives 

'we.r e living. (Continued overleaf) 
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"The n~tives had lately become troublesome, particularly in lurking 
between-• the different settlernents and forcibly t aking provisions and 
clothing f~om the convicts who were passinB from one to another. One 
or two ,of the convicts having been wounded by them, some small parties 
were sept out to drive them away, and to throw a few shot amon~ them, 
but wxth positive orders to bo careful not to take a life". tThis would 
have b~¢n in the western suburbs area). 
"Several of these poople, however, continued to reside in the town, and 
to mix with the r esidents in the most unreserved manner. It was no ~ 
uncommon c:j..rcumstance to see them coming into town with bundles of firewood 
which tp_ey had been lured to procure, or bringing water from the tanks; 
for whic:h services they thought themselves well rewarded with any worn-out 
j acket er trousers, or blankets, or a piece of bread. Of this latter 
article '~ they wore all exceedingly fond, and their constant prayer was for 
bread, ~mportuning with as much earnestness and perseverance as if begging 
for bread had been their profession from their infancy, and their attach­
ment to ·us must be considered as an indication of their not receiving any 
ill~tre~tment from us". 

About 2$ years l ater another writer, named Peter Cunningham, gives an 
unforgettable account of the scene as he saw it then in a book called 
Tli9-...Y.§..~~-i.P N e_1:1 __ So u th Wa_J,,.~:a: 

"The n~~ives throughout the county of Cumberland have become so much 
dependent upon the whites that without what they beg, earn or steal they 
could ,n~t well exist. Many of these men work upon the settl ers ' farms 
a t odd(ijobs throu.ghout the year, and also at harvest .... 

. ·' •~. 
11 The S~iney tribes live chiefly by fishing, boine s'upplied with hooks 
and lings by individual s in the town, to whom they bring all the fish 
they c~tch, r eceiving payment in old. clothes, bread and rum •••• 11 

Peter Cµnningham continues with a description of the scene in the 
strcet~_of Sydney. 

"The women everywher e 7 that I have soen 1 wrap themselves in some species 
of cloak made of oposswn ski ns , or el se in a bl anket, but the men wallr 
cnrolessly about quite naked, without be trayine the least shame; even 
many at -. this day parading the s tree t s of Sydnoy in µat_qr.,.?]. costume; or 
with a pair of breeches probably dan.3ling around their necks, which the'-"' 
modest ~caning donor intended to be applied elsewhere . 

"It is amusing to see the consequenti al swagger of some of t'hese dingy 
dandi es ~ as they pace lordly up our streets , with a waddi.Q twirling in 
their bil.ack paws. No Bond Stree t exquisite could ape the grea t man 
botter , / for none are better mimicks of their superiors; our colonial 

· climati~ed females mincing it past those undrapcd beaux, or t:nlking 
with th.~m carelessly face to face, as if unconscious of their nudity; 
while tp.e modest_ !1§.y!.:::2oper..§. will gi ggle, blush, cover their eyes with 
their :fingers , 'and hurry confusedly by" . 

- ✓_ .• \,. ' 

Corroborecs at Jk_~ckfJ;EL_ld Hill. One fact i s memorable. The meeting 
pl ace of the Aborigines in and arou,.nd Sydney was ne3r Brickfield Hill. 
Clay suitabl e for bricks and tiles had be_en found on the outskirts of 

- the town, during the :fir•s t ·year of -settlement a t this ·spot . South of 
modern. ~gthurst S_treet, George Street used to continue up a hill where 
the clay was found on the eastern side . Below a steep incline between 
Bathurst and Goulbu.rn Streets the eround s loped to a small stream in the 
vicinity of present-day Campbell Street . 

(To Be Continue'd) 

.Qs>jµin_r;; :§von_t. ..._ 

May 21: Lecture 
Mitchell Library 

t 

Evonin:3 ,-, Mrs Dotty Goodger, Field Librarian for the 
- "David Scott •Mitchell, the Man and His Library". 


