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From the Pregident

Mdny Members are now asking what the Fellowshlp intends to do for the

Bi--Centenary in 1988. Have you sent in your suggestion? ... Your Executive

* wmittee would like to hear from everyone before making a flnal de01sion. B
ceestions are many and varied, and we do wish to consider everyone's

roint of wview. 8o if you haven't already done so, please let us hesar

from you,

I have had an extremely busy month, the highlight of . which was to attend,
as your President, the State Receptlon for Her Majesty the Queen and His
Royal Highness:the Duke of Edlnburph. It was wonderful to meet them in

Fellowship of First Fleeters was represented.
Friday 13th June saw my husband and myself at Government House for a
Reception in honour of Her Majesty the Queen's official birthday. These
functions are always a delight, particularly as the Host is our. highly
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esteemed'Patron. VJTEEnien Tuesday 17th it was a great privilege’to attend
a State Reception in the State Office Block to meet His Excellency SBir John
Mason, High Commissioner -for Britair,

It is good to know that the Fellowship is receiving the recognition it
deserves, and thus being represented at these official functions,

As a guest speaker this month I have visited Narwee Bvening View Club,
Barlwood Caring Centre (School for Seniors), Cronulla Uniting Church
Fellowshlp and Chatswood View Club.

It was a pleasure to support the Lady Mayoress' Relief Fund by attendlng
a Bread, Wine and Cheese evening at Sydney Town Hall,

“n
This year the anniversary of Governor Arthur Phillip's blrthday falls on
a -Saturday (11th Octoberg, and after our usual wreath-laying ceremony we



President's Report (Continued)

hope to hold a luncheon in the very nice new restaurant in the
Royal Botanical Gardens, followed by an extremely interesting speaker
on Arthur Phillip. More details later, but do keep this date free.

It was particularly pleasing to me to welcome an old friend, Mrs

Betty Goodger, to speak to us at our May Lecture Night. Her subject

was "David Scott Mitchell, the Man and his Iibrary'; the lecture will

be reported by lMrs Sally Ealima latorin the lewsletter. s

I extend sincere thanks to those Members who have forwarded donations
towards the plagues at The Rocks and the Memorial in Sydney Cove.
Beryl Lewis.

Queen's Birthday Honour for Patron's Wife

Lady Cutler, wife of the Fellowship's Patron, Sir Roden Cutler, V. C.,
became a Companion to the Order of Australia (C.0.A.) in the Queen's N
Birthday Honours.

Another award of particular interest to Members of the Fellowship
was that to historian Philip Geeves, who recelved the Order of
Australia Medal (O.A.M.).

***********************************************************

ANNUAT GENERAL MEETING

=i

ime: Wednesday 17th September at 7.30 pm sharps

Yenue: Board Room, 4th Floor, Assembly Building (enter
by Jamieson Street cntrance).

Nominations: Date for nominations to close, under

Rules 32 and 15, is one month prior to meetlng
{(17th August).

Noticeg of lotion: Under Rule 35 to be in by the
1st day of August. ~
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April Tecture Evening.‘L

Mr Noel Thorpe, formerly from the Sydney Water Board, spoke to the
Fellowship on early Sydney. The title of his address: "The Streets
of Sydney". .

Mr Thorpe is no stranger to us, as he gave a brilliant lecture a couple
of years ago on the Tank Stream. This lecture was equally as good,
with many beautiful slides showing the Sydney of years gone by, up to
the present tioe. The glides showed Gs many buildings that have gone,
and it is sad to see s0 many old and historic buildings disappear,
leaving us less and less of our past.

We saw the original old Scots church, and Campbell's wharf, and the 1
original ¥irst and Last Hotel. Also slides of the early trams, and
an interesting one on peak hour traffic in 1916.

Many later photographs were taken by Mr Thorpe, and they were excellent,
He has a natural talent for history, and hopes to compile his knowledge
of early oydnoy,*n a book one day, and I'm sure it will be an interesting
history of our city.

The Sydney Water Board has always been interested in Australian history,
and you will see many old pictures and prints in their building in the
city. (Continued on Page 3)
L ]
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AErll Lecture Evening (Contlnued)

We enjoyed Mr Thorpe's talk, and found him an 1nsp1r1ng speaker. We
look forward to hav1ng him return soon.-
Sally Kalina,

Membership Report
We welcome the following new Members into the Fellowship:

Mr John H. Herbert, Deniliquin. (John Herbert and Deborah Ellam)
Mrs Kathleen M. Hunt, Deniliquin. (John Herbert and Deborah Ellam)

Mrs E, Lois Mahoney, Blakehurst. (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes) .t
Mrs Helen C. Strong, Master Robert M. Strong (Jnr.) and
Master Andrew J. Strong (jnr.). (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes)
Mrs Anne Sabato, Simone L. V. Sabato (jnr.) and Master Stefano C. Sabato
(dnr.). (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes).

Mr Leslie E. Forrester, North Parramatta. (Robert Forrester)

Mrs Constance H. P. Perkins, Maroochydore, Qld. (John Palmer)
Mr Alan H. P. Field, Dunedin, New Zealand. (John Palmer)

ir Christopher J. Chalmers, ILindfield. (William Tunks; Hugh Hughee)

Mr Petrie Chalmers, Artarmon. (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes)

Miss Kathleen M. Chalmers (jnr.), Miss Christine T. Chalmers (jnr,),
Master Christopher J. Chalmers (jnr.) and Miss Francine L. ...

. Chalwmers (jnr. g, all of Lindfield. (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes)

Miss Vikki L. Chalmers (jnr.) and Master Jonathan R. Chalmers (jnr.),
both of Turramurra. (William Tunks; Huzh Hughes)

Master Byron R, Bvans (jnr.), Miss Sian E. Evans (jnr.) and Master
David J. Evans (Jjnr.), all of Roseville. (William Tunks;
Hugh Hughes)

Mrs Susan Sissian, Sylvania. (William Nash and Maria Haynes)

Mr Norman Cross, Tathra. (John Cross)

Mr Frederick W. B. Moses, Bellevue Hill., (William Roberts)
Mr Barry I. Gardner, Lugarno. (James Bloodworth and Sarah Bellamy)

Mrs Gwendclen A, Crawford, Oatle (Wllllam Tunks )

¥rs Ann E. Jones, Greystanesu Wlllzam Tunks)

r Allen J. Crawford, Qatley, = (William Tunks)

“Master .ndrew P, Jones (jnr.) and Master Phillip C. Jones (Jnr Y

both of Greystanes. (William Tunks) .

Mr Leonard G. Thompson, Yarraville, Vie, (Thomas. Lucas)

Mrs Lorna J. Knape, West Footscray, Vie. (Thomas Lucas)

Mrs Mavis J. Fleming, Yarraville, Vic., (Thomas Lucas)

Mrs Evelyn M. Whelan, Yarraville, Vic. (Thomae Lucas)

The Membershlp Committee looks forward to meetlng any new Members at
our monthly lectures. :

Editor's note: -<-Omitted from the above the suburb of residence of Mrs
Helen Strong and Masters Robert and Andrew Strong, and Mrs Anne Sabato,
Simone Babato and Master Stefano Sabato. All ave from the southern
Sydney suburb of Blakehurst. : ‘

Donatlons

Donations ‘have been received from the following Members towards the
cost of the plagues at Playfair Squares

Mrs Bi Stephenson Mrs B. Towngend Mrs L. Wilkinson

Addressee Wanted

The following Newsletters have been returned from the Dead Letter
Office. Can anyone.advise on these Members?

Mr 3. W, Weaver, 4/2 East Esplahade, Manly 2095.

Mr A. W. Small, 2/12 Rennison Street, Beaumaris, Vic, 3193,

Mrs D. Upcroft, 35 Cook Street, Baulkham Hills 2153.
*Mrs Janette H, Grounds, 34 Terama St., Bilgola Plateau 2107.




A Family Tree

Have you compiled a Family Tree? If not, why not? Perhaps you
haven't the time; it jis a time-consuming commitment, Perhaps you
think you don't have tho expertisas,

At least you can provide some of the information required, and
maybe some time someone interested will put it together., ~ This is
what you need to do, and cveryono can do this much. ,

List the full name of &ll your relatives (don't forget to include
yourself) and show arainst each onz - or all the information you -
can —- their date of birth, if decezsed date of dosth, name of

father, maiden name of mother, if married nawme of spouse and date

of marriage. For all married females use waiden name, not married
name. Head your list with the name of your First Fleet ancestor

and send it to the dArchivist at the Fellowship office, where it

will be filed until required by that someone whe is going to build

the Tree,

Do not delay just because you cannot remember a date or two. Send
in what you do know now snd follow up with any later information you
might find. Copies of birth, death dnd marriage certificates are
very useful.

Please reriember that, as tho years roll by and we pass on, the task
of preparing a Family Trec becomes more difficult for the Gencalogist
ot the future. :

May Lecture Fvening

This was a remarkable locture —— "Dav1d Scott Mltcholl, the Man and
his Library". The speaker was Mrs Betty Goodger, Field Librarian
for the Mitchell Library. Mrs Goodger is 2 most enthusiastic and
entertaining speaker, who certainly loves her history. She puts so
much dedication and devotion in her work, and it shines through so
clearly,

I feel as if I know David Scott Mitchell perscnally after that lecture
evening, though he was just a name to wme before,

Born to a wealthy fumily in 1836, Mitchell was a clever student, and
was in 1852 one of the first group of students to attend University
here, He became a2 B.i., M.ie. and later Master of Law,

Through tha yearsg Mitchell acquired a wonderful collection of books
and original documents,. IHc also cellected paintings, diaries and
charts. Mrs Goodsger showed us a slide of his homo — masses of
books piled to the ceilings, and littls room for forniture.

His passion for boolts remainced with him 2ll his life. ITater plagued
with i1l hezlth, hc becamc a recluse and books were his 1ife and
worid. e had the world's leading collection of Australlana, a
priceless treasura, and he probably wondered at that stage in his 1life
about his colloctlonf and what would bzcome of it.

So he kindly offered ‘his collection %o the nation, his only request
being that a suitable building be provided to house such a gift., Sir
Hector Carruthers asked his civil servants to find such a site, and
in 1910 the Library wos completed.

The Lecture Night was a happy one. The Board Room was filled to
capacity, with many lMémbers, one coming all the way from Mittagong.
Also new Menbers attended, and it is always nice to welcome new faces.
Thank you, Mrs Goodgcr, for the memorable lacture and for the beautiful
glides you kimdly brought to show us.
. - Sally Kalina,

Notices of Motion

The attention of Members is drawn to Rule 35 of the Fellowship's
Constitution and Rules, which recads: "any Member desiring to submit




R .

Notices of lotion (Contlnued) S sl sl

any 'special matter for the consideration of the innual General:
Meeting, shall give notice thereof in writing to the Secretary
not later than the First day of sugust prccedlng the holding of
such meetlng".

Ba ankstown Historical Society's 21st Annlversarz Cclebrations

Different functions associated with Bankstown Historical 3001ety g

20st anniversary Celebrations have been, or are to be, held this =~ -gg
month, Activities to be held on the weckend of 28th/29th June ..

ar¢. as follows:

On both the Saturday and Sunday there w111 be an Open Afternoon

(from 1 pm to 4 pm) of Ths Homestcad, in Lionel Streat, Georges Hall

{off Lshcroft Strect; bus from Bankstown station). There will be

an inspection of the entrance hall, attic and cellars; a photographic
igplay; historical films; and afternoon tea. Proceeds to the

After—car Agsoclztion,

Also available both days will be a 9O-m1nute trlp along the Georges
River aboard MV Mirabel, departing Fitzpatrick Park Wharf, Picnic
Point, at 12 noon-and 2.30 pm Saturday, 10 am, 12 noon and 2 pm
Sunday. Cost: aAdults $2-50, pensioners $1-50, children $1., Refreshe
ments available. 1nformat10n on the trip avallable by. phonlng

774 1173 or 772 3437. :

The Bankstown Historieal Society suggests that, for a full day's
outing, a picnic lunch be brought and a visit made to lLake Gillawarna,
which is directly opposite isheroft Street on Henry Lawson Drive —-
next to the sitec of the original "Homestead", built by Major

George Johnston about 1798. _ '

Barly Encounters Betwecen BEuropeans and dborizines in New South Walesg
(Continuing. Ena Harper's papors on the subject, reprinted by kind -
permission of ashfield Historical Society and Ena Harper. Much of

the previous instalment dealt with Aborisginal attacks on farms, where
it was pointed out that, while the military were sometimes called upon,
there does not appear to have bzen any whOluSdle massacre of
aborigines in defence of the farms)

Firc at Mr 4lt's Farm, The attacks by Aborigines on the settlers!
farms. Of interest to those in the mid-western suburbs is "the

- account of a fire at Mr 4Alt's farm rzcorded in Vol. 48, Part 5,

Journzl of the R.4.H.S. It is in an article written on augustus
Alt by B. T. Dowd. - :

"It was during the year 1794 that Augustus alt received his firgt
grant of land. The farm contained 100 acres at Petersham Hill
district, granted by Francis Grose, February 20, 1794. ~-Called
"Hermitage Farm", 11t extended from Iron Cove Creek south-westerly
to within a few chains of the o0ld Liverpool Rozad, embracing what-
is now Croydon railway station. It was the houso of Alt's farm
which was referred to by him in his memorial, previously mentioned,
as having boen plundered and burnt to the ground by blacks, with all
effects. therein, in August 1798, This happened at a time when Alt
wag abscent during a sitting of the Vice-—-bdmiralty Court 1n Sydney,
some sevcn miles distant". :

There is no direct angwer 'to . the.guestion as to why was Mr: Alt'
house burnt, but it would appear that on various:.occasions the

nborigines shuuod their rosontment to the settlemant of the land by
Europeans by deotroying, dwellln or huts.and murdering anyone who

was unprotacted. . - . s , ‘ - A

So Tench writes in hlS dournal in 1788—-

%

", ,,.similar to the vindictive splrlt Mr Cook found to ex1st among,
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Early Bncounters (Continued)
their countrymen at Endeavour River ; they more than once attempted
to set firc to combustible matter, in order to annoy us".

Colling writes of the destruction of the hut of a settler at Prospect
Hill in August 1791, but docs not say how it was carricd out. He
says the owner Would have been murdered but for the timely appearance
of another settler with a musket.

In June 1798, the year that Mr 4lt's house was burnt, Collins
writes as follOWS°

", ...the scttlers at the northern farms were much annoyed by the -
natives, who came down in a body and burnt several of their houses,
This was the more unfortunate, as those farms appeared to have had
. some industry bestowed upon them".

It would appear that the burning of thc houses was done in a spirit
of revenge, a protest at the Europeans! fixed claim to the land, and
we can only conclude that the same motive applied to the burning

of Mr 41t's house at Croydon.

Aborigines alons Parramatta Road. As we have seen when considering
the foundation of the western suburbs, the area between Sydney and
Parramatta was heavily woodcd and in the early days the track between
the two settlements was very primitive. It will be seen from an
article in the "Sydney Gazette" written November 11, 1804, that it
was common for Aborigines to be seen in the bush along the road.

"A menace was a few days since hecld out by a band of natives, which
we here relate with a design of putting travellers on their guard
‘against a people in whose friendship and fidelity no confidence can
at any time be placed, 4 few days ago Gilberthorps, a settler
driving his cart from Parramatta to Sydney, when about mid-way
discerned a body of natives, about 30 in nunmber, to be loitering.

- about the sides of the road: but this net being uncommon he
procecded onward, unsuspecting any malevolent intention,  When he
had approached to within a couple of hHundred paces of their rendezvous,
geveral of the men stepped into the road and shipped their spears to
receive: but suspecting this ceremonial to be no indication of
friendship, he instantly turned short, and drove expeditiously

toward the placc from whence he set out, closely pursued; other
inhabitants of the settlement appearing in view, the chase was

given up". ' :

This encounter would have taken place near the Burwood-Croydon portion
of Parramatta Road and gives a bricf picture of the situation between
gsettlers and aborigines in our area at this period.

As more and more of the forest trees were felled and farms like Mr
Alt's were established, there was less and Xess refuge for the
Lborigines, If they dld not settle in the towns they had to retreat
further and fufther inland. As time went on, therc were fewer
accounts of depredations on farms in the Sydney-Parramatta area
and constant refererces to attacks in the Hawkesbury farmlands. One
hundred years later the Aborigines had vanished from our area, as
suburban homes replaced the farms.
: (To Be Concluded)

Coming Events

Junc 28/29: Bankstown Historical Society's 21st Anniversary Celebra-
tions, '

July 16: Lecture, Mr John M. Bennett, Legal Historian and asuthor::
"Mdney's Early Maglstrates”

Septa 17: fAnnual General.Mecting, Board Room, 4th Floor, Adssembly
Building,

Octs 11t Wreath-laying Cerepony, Governor Phillip's Birthday,
Royal Botanic Gardens. o
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