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From the President 

Many Members are now asking what the FeJ.lowship intends to do for the 
Bi,--Centeni:i.ry_ in 1988. Have you sent '"fn "your · su-gges·ti-on? . : .... Y.ou.r_ ~xe-0uti'Ve_ .. ,, 
' 'Wl.i ttee would like to hear from everyone: before making a final decisi-on;·· 
~ egestions are many and varied, and we do wish to consider everyone's 
point of view. So if you haven't already done so , please let us hear 
from you. 
I have had an extremely busy month, the highlight of which was to attead, 
as your President, the St ate Reception for Her Majesty .the Queen and H:is 
Royal Highness -the Duk:e of Edinburgh. It was wondefful · to ·meet them in 
such a friendly relaxed atmosphere; · and I feel it .a grea_t honour tha t -the 
Fellowship of First Fleeters was represented. 
Friday 13th June saw my husba;d ··and myself ·at ·Government House for a 
Reception in honour of Her r1ia"j-esty the Queen's official birthday. These 
functions are always a d·elight, particularly as the Host is our ___ g:i,ghly 
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For the bene::.~~ of new r11ember s : -­
OFFICE LECTURES 

Room 312, 
- .Assembly Building , 

2 York Street·; . 
Sydney. 

Board Room, _ . 
4-th Floor, · · ·· ·- ..... · ·-

. ·Assembly J:luilding, 
Sydney. (Eriter· by · 
Jamieson Street entrance) 

· Office hours: 
The . office is open 10 am to 2 . pm Tuesdays a~d- F/icfay'ii. __ .,_., · ··-·-

-:steemed Pa tron. ·· Then on Tuesday 17th it was a great privilege to attend 
a State Reception in the Sta te Office Block to meet His Excellency Sir John 
Mason, High Commissioner -fyr Britaitie 
It i s good to know that the Fellowship is receiving the recognition it 
deserves, and thus being represented at these official functions. . . 
As a guest speaker this :month I -have visited Narwee Evening View Club, 
Earlwood Caring Centre (School for Seniors), Cronulla Uniting Church 
Fe~lowship and Chatswood View Club. · 
It was a pleasure to support the Lady Mayoress' Relief Fund by attending 
a Br'ead, Wine and Cheese evenioB at Sydney Town Hall. -- . . This year the anniversar:y of Governor-Arthur Phillip's birthday f alls on 
a -Saturday (11th October), and. after our usual wreath-:-laying ceremony we 
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President ' s Report (Conti nued) 

hope t o hold a l uncheon i n the very nice new restaurant i n the 
Royal Bot ani cal Gardens. followed by an extremel y i nteresting speaker 
on Arthur Phillip . r-'10re details l ater, but do keep this date free . 
I t was particular ly pl easing to me to welcome an old friend , Mrs 
Betty Goodger, to speak to us at our May Lecture Ni 8ht. Her subject 
was "David Scott JV1i tchell, t he Nan a.rid his Library"; the lecture will 
be r eport ed by M.r s Sally Kalina 1a torin the Newsl etter . ~ 

I extend s i ncere thanks to those Members who have forwarded donations­
towards t he pl aques at The Rocks and the Memoria l in Sydney Cove . 

Beryl Lewi s . 

Queen' s Birthday Honour for Patron' s Wife 

Lady_C~tler, wife of . the Fellowship's Patron, Sir Roden Cutler, v.c., 
beca:nie' ·a Companion to the Order of Australia (C.O.A.) in the Queen' s 
Bir~hday Honours. 
Another awar d of parti cul ar i nterest to Member s of the Fellowshi p 
was that to hi s torian Philip Geeves , who received the Order of 
Australia Medal (O.A.M.) • . 

ANNUAL GENERAL :MEETI NG 

Time : Wedne sday 17th ~eptember a t 7.30 pm sharp, 
Venue: Board Room, 4th Floor, Assembl y Building (enter 

by Jamieson Street entrance) o · 

Nominati ons: Date. for nomi nations to· close , under 
Rules 32 ·ant 15, i s one month prior to meeting 
(17th August) . 

Notices of J\'1otion: Under Rul e 35 to be i n by the 
1st day of August . 
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April Lecture Evening . 

Mr Noel Thor pe , fo r merl y from the Sydney Water Board , spoke to the 
Fellowship on early Sydney. The titl e of hi s address: "The Streets 
of Sydney". 
i'-'ir Thorpe is no str anger to us, as he gave a brilliant l 8cture a couple 
of years ago on' .. the Tank Stream. Thi s l ecture was equally as good. , 
with many beautiful s lides showing the Sydney of year s gone by , up to 
the present t i ne. T4e slides showed us many buildings that have gone, 
and it i s sad to see so many old and historic buildings disappear, 
l eavi ne us l ess and l ess of our past . 
We . saw the oriBi nal ol d Scots church , an~ Campbell' s wharf , and the 
original First and Last Hot0l. Al s o slides of the early trams , and 
an interesting one on peak hour traffic in 1916. 
Many l ater photogr aphs wer e taken by Mr Thorpe , and they were 
He has a natural tal ent for history, and hopes to compile his 
of early Sydney~ n a book ono day , and I'm sure it will be an 
history of our city. . . . · 

excellent . 
knowledge 
inter esting 

.. 
The -Sydney Water Board has a lway_s been 
and you will see many old pictures and 
city. 

i nter ested i n Australian his tory, 
prints i n their .building in the 

(Conti nued on Page 3) 
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April'Lecture Evenin5 (Continued) 

We enjoyed Mr Thorpe' s talk , and found him an inspiring speaker . We 
look forward to having him return soon. · 

Sal-1-y Kalina . 

I>'iembership Report 
We welcome the following new Members into the Fellowship: 
Mr John H. Herbert, Deniliquin. (John Herbert and Deborah Ellam) 
Mrs Kathleen M. Hunt, Deniliquin. · (John Herbert and Deborah Ellam) 
Mrs E. Lois Mahoney, Bl akehurst. (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes) 
rtlrs Hel en C,. Strong~ Master Robert M. Strong (jnr.) and · 

Master Andrew J., Strong (jnr.) . (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes) 
Mrs Anne Sabato, Simone L. V. Sabata (jnr . ) and Master Stefano c. Sabato 

(jnr. ) o . ( William ~unks; Hugh Hughes) • , · 
Mr Lesli e E. Forrester, North Parramatta. (Robert Forrester) 
Mrs Constance H.P. Perkinsr Maroochydore, Qld. (John Palmer) 
Mr Alan H. P. Field, Dunedin, New Zeal and . (John Palmer) 
Mr c·hristopher J. Chalmers, Lindfield. (William Tunks; Hugh ,Hughes): 
Mr Petri e Chalmers, Artarmon. (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes) ··· 
Mi ss Kathleen rri . Chalmers (jnr.), Mi ss Christine T. Chalmers ( jnr ~.), . · 

Master Christo:pher J. Chalmers (jnr.) and Miss Francine L. · .,·, 
• . Chalmers (jnr.), all of Lindfield. (William Tunks; Hugh Hugpes) 

Mi ss Vikki L. Chalmer s (jnr.) and I"iaster Jonathan R. Chalmers· (jnr.), 
both of Turramurra. (William Tunks; Hugh Hughes) . 

Master Byron R~ Evans (jnr.), Mi ss Sian E. Evans (jnr.) and Master · 
David J -~ Evans (jnr.), all of Rosevill e. (William Tunks; 
H_ugh Hughes) - · 

Mr s Susan Sissian, Sylvania. (William Nash anQ Mari a Haynes) 
Mr Norman Cross , T~thra ~ (John Cross) 
Mr Frederick W. B. Moses , Bellevue Hill. (William Roberts) - · 
Mr Barry I. Gardner, Lngarno . (James Bl oodworth and Sarah Bellam~) 
Mrs Gwendolen A, Crawford , Oatle;t. (Willia~ Tunks) 
Mrs Ann E. Jones , Greystanes. (Willj_am Tunks) · 
.r .Allen J. Crawford , Oatley. : . ( William Tunks;) . 

~ast·er .Andrew P. Jones (jnr.) and Master Phillip C. Jones (jnr.), 
both of Grcystanes. (William Tunks) .. 

Mr Leonard G. Thompson, Yarraville, Vic. (Thomas Lucas) 
:tv1rs Lorna J ~ Knape, West Footscray , Vic • . ( Thomas Lucas) 
Mrs Mavi s J . Fleming , Yarraville, Vic. (Thomas Lucas) 
Mrs Evelyn M. Whelan, Yarravillc, Vic. (Thomas Lucas) 

The Membershi p Committee looks forward to meeti ng any new Members a t 
our monthly l ectures. . 
Editor's note: ,~Omitted from the above the suburb of residence of Mrs 
Helen Strong · and Mast~rs Robert and Andrew Strong, and .Mrs Anne Sabato, 
Simone Saba to and Masiter Stefarto Saba to. .All are from the southern 
Sydney suburb of Bl akehurst. 

Donatioll§. 
Donations have been received from the following Members towards the 
cost of the pl a_ques at Playf'.air Square ~ 

Mrs B~ · Stephenson 'Mrs. B. Townsend 
' . 

Mrs L. Wilkinson 

Addresses Wanted ...._. . 
The following Newsl etter~ have been ·returned from the Dead Letter 
Office. Can anyone.advi se on these Members? 
Mr S. W. Weaver, 4/2 East Esplanade, Manly 2095 . 
Mr A. W. Small, 2/12 Rennison _Street, Beaumari s, Vic. ·3193 . 
Mrs Do Upcrofty 35 Cook Street, ~aulkham Hills 2153 . 

'Mrs Janette H. Grounds, 34 Terama St., Bilgola Pla teau 2107. 



t 

--4-· 
A Family Tre.§. 

Have you compil ed a Family Tree? If not, why not? Perhaps you 
haven I t the time;_ it i§. a tirne-consuminf; CO!iilli tment . Perha ps you 
think you don't have the expertiso . 

At leas t you can provide some of the informa tion required, and 
maybe some time so~eone interes ted will put it together. · This is 
wh!'.:l t you n0ed to do, and Gveryono can do _ this much. 

Lis t the full name of all your r e l atives (don't forget to include 
yourself) arid show aeains t each ono -- or all tho information you 
can -- t heir da te of b~rth, i f deceased dqte of doa th, name of 
father, maiden name of mother, if marri ed na~e of spouse and da te 
of marriage. For all married f emales use maiden name , not married 
name. He2d your list with the name of your First Fleet ancestor 
and s end it to the i\rchivis t a t the Fellowship off i ce , where it 
will be fil ed until r equired by tha t s or:1e ono who is going t o build 
the Troe. 

Do not delay j ust because you cannot remember a date or two. Send 
in wha t you do know now and f ollo~v up with any lat8r information you 
mi eht find. Copi es of birth, death and marriage certificates a re 
ver y useful. 

Plea s& r emember that, a s the years roll by and we pass on, the t a sk 
of preparing a Family Troe bucomes more dif ficult for the Genoa loei st 
of the future . 

May Lectur e Evening 

This was a r emarkable l ecture "David Scott Ni tchcll, the Mc.m and 
his Library". The sp2alrnr was I'-Ir s Betty Goodt3er, Field Librarian 
for the :Mitchell Library. Mrs Goodger is a most enthusi astic and 
enterta ining s peaker , who certa inl y loves her hi s tory. She puts so 
much dedication and devotion in her work, and it shines through so 
clearly, _ 

I feel as i f I kno.-1 David Scott ll'li t chcll personally after tha t l e cture 
evening , though hu was just a name to me before . 

Born to a weal thy fumily in 1836, Nitchell was a clevcr ·student, and '----' 
was in 1852 • one of the f i rst group of st\ldents to o.ttend Uni versity 
hero. He became a B. i •• , M. 1 •• and l ater M1:1 ster of Law. 

Through th8 years Mitchell a cquired a wonderful collection of books 
and original documents . Ho al so collocted paintings , diaries and 
cherts. Mrs GoodGGr showed us a slid0 of hi s home - ·masses of 
books piled to the ceilings , and littl3 room for furniture. 
His passion for books remained with him all his life . Later plagued 
with ill health, ho became a r e cl use and books were his life and 
world. He ha,c;i. _ the world's l eading colle ction of 1\us traliana, a 
pricaless treasur e , and he probubly wondered a t t hat stage in his life 
a bout his collection, and what would become of it • 

. j' 

So he kindly offered ' his collection to the nation, his only request 
being tha t a s uitabl e building be provided to house such ·a gift. Sir 
Hector Carruthers asked his civil serva~ts to f i nd such a site , and 
~n 1910 the Libr ary w~s completed . 

The Lecture Ni ght was a happy one . The Board Room was f illed to 
capacity, with many Member s , one coming all the way from :r'1i ttagong • 
.Also new Members a ttended, and it i s a lways nice to welcome new f a ces . 
Th.::mk you, Mrs Goodg0r , for the memorabl e l e cture and for the beautiful. 
slides you kintl.y brou5ht to show us. 

Sally Kalina . 

Notices of Motion 
The attention of 1V1Gmbers · i s drmm to Rule 35 of the F·ellowship' s 
Constitution and Rulr->. s , which r eads : "Any J.Viomber de siring to submit 
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Notices of Motion (Continued) . ... ·---··-·- ---• ~·~ ... ~ ... - . :'· :. 

any speci al .matter f or the consideration of the ,Annuar General 
Moeti ng , shall give notice thereof •in wri t i ng to the Secre t ary 
not , :Later than the First day of iiugust preceding the hol ding of 
such· meeti ne". 

Bank~townHi storical Society' s 21s t Anniversary Celebrat ions 

Di f fer ent functions associated with Bankstown Hi storical Societyt-s 
2~st iUlniversary Celebra tions have been, or ar e to be, held this · ....:a.. 
month. .Activi t i e-s t .o oe . hel d on the weekend of 28th/29th Jll.I).~ . • ·· 
ari. as folldws: · · · · 

On both the Saturday and Sunday there wi l l be an Op0n .Afternoon 
(from 1 pm to 4 pm) of Ths Homestci'ad, i n Lionel Street, Georges Ha-11 
(off kshcroft ,Streot; bus· from Bankstown s t ation) . There will be :_ 
an inspect·ion of the entr ance hal l , a ttic and cellars ; c! _ photoe r aphic 
displ ay ; historica l films; ~nd afternoon t ea . Proceeds to the 
After~Care Associ a t ion. 
~lso. available both days will be a 90- minute trip- 2long the Georg~s 
River aboard MV Nirabe:J_, departing Fi'tzpatrick Park Wharf , Pi ·cnic· 
Point, at 1 2 noon and 2. 30 pni s a·t urday , 10 am, 1 2 noon and 2 pm_ .• ... 
Sunday. Cos t : Adults .$2- 50, pensioners $1-50, children $.1. Refresh­
ments avai l able . Informatio"n · oh the trip available by. phoning 
774 1173 or 772 34~7 . · 
The· B.ankstown Historical Soci e t y s uggests that, for a ful l day' s 
outing , a picnic luncp. be brought and a vis it made to Lake Gil lawarria , 
which i s directly opposite ~shcroft Street on Henr y Lawson Drive 
next to the s i tc _of the original "Homestead 11

, buil t by Major 
George ~c:,hnstoh a bout 1798 . ·· 

Early Encount ers Betwoen Europeans and Abor_i,-;inos in New South Wale s 

(Continuing. EnR Harper' s p3pors on tho s ubject , r eprinted by kind 
per mi s s i on of Ashfie l d Hi storical Soci e t y and Ena Harper . Much of 
the previ ous instalment dealt with Abori ginal attacks on f arms, where 
i t wa s pointed out th::it , ~,hi l c the m.ili tary were sometimes called upon , 
there does not appear to have been any whol esal e massa cre of 
.abori gines i n defence of the f a rms) . 
Fire at Mr Alt's Fat m. 
f arms. Of i nter est to 
account of a f ire at Mr 
J ournal of the R.A.H. S. 
Alt by B. T. Dowd . · 

The atta cks by Abori gi nes on the scttl ers ' ­
those in the mid- western suburbs i s ' the 
.Alt ' s farm r ecorded in Vol. 48 , ·Part 5, 

It i s in an ar t icle written on August us 

"It wa s · dur-ing the year 1794 that Augus tus 1~1 t received his fir$t 
gr ant of l arid . The f ar m· contained 100 a cres a t Petersham Hill . 
d;i.str::i..ct , eran,tcd by Franci s Grose, February 20 , 1794 . · ·Cal l ed 
"Her mitage Farm", i t extended from Iron Cove Creek south-west erly 
to within a few ch~~ns of the ·old Liverpool Road, embra cing wha t 
i s. now Croydon r a ilway s t a tion. It was the house of Al t ' s farm · 
which .was referred to by .hi m in hi s memoria l , pr eviously · mentioned, 
as having been plunder ed and burnt to tpo ground by blacks, with all 
effe cts therein , in August 1798. This happened a t a t i me when Alt 
was 8bscnt during a s itti ng of the Vice- Admiralty Court in Sydney , 
some seven miles dis tant" . 
Ther e i s nodiroct an swor 1 to .the question a s to why was M.r · Alt ' s 
hous e bur nt , but i t would appear tha t on various,occasions the 
i1boriginos sh~ cd their r esontr.i.ent to the settlement ~f the l and by 
Europeans by dostroyine,._ dwe·llings or huts and mur dering anyone who 
was unprot~ct ed . 
So Tench write s in- his Journal i~ 1788- -·. : ' ' 

" •• • • s i mil a r to the vindictive spirit Mr Cook found to exi st among 

... 



 

6 • Earlv Encounters (Continued) 
their countrymen at Endeavour River, they more than once attempt ed 
to set fire to combustibl e matter, i n order to annoy us"e 

Colli ns writes of the destruction of the hut of a settl er at Prospect 
Hill in i1.u13ust 1791 , but doos no t say how it wzi s carried out . He 
s ays the owner woul d h8vc been murde:red but for the timely appe_arance 
of another sett l er·· with a rntistcet . · 
In June : 1798, the year that Mr 1il t ' s house was burnt , Collins 
writ~s as follows: 

" •••• the s ettlers at the nor thern farms were much ann9yed by the 
natives , who came down in a body and burnt several of their houses . 
This was the more unfortunate , as those farms appear ed to have had 
some industry bestowed upon them". 
I t would appaar·that the burni ng of tho ho~sos was do~c in a spirit 
of r evenge, a protest at the Europeans' fixed cla i m to the l and , and 
we can onl y concl ude that the same motive applied to the burning 
of Mr Alt ' s house a t Croydon. 
Al;)Origines al ong Parramatta Road . _ As we _have seen when cons idering 
the foundat ion of the wGstern suburbs , the a rea between Sydney and 
Parramatta was heavil y woodod and i n the earl y days the track between 
the two settl ements was very primitive . It will be seen from an 
article i n the "Sydney Gazett e " written November 11, 1804, _tha t it 
was common for Aborigi nes to be seen i n the bush along t he road. 

"A menace wa·s a few days s i nce hel d out by a band of natives, which 
,;.te here relate with a design of putting travellers on their guard 
·against a peopl e in whose f riendship and f i delity no confidence can 
at any time be pl a ced . A few days ago Gilberthorpe, a settl er 
drivinG his cart from Parramatta to Sydney , when about mid-way _ 
discerned a body of nati ves , about 30 in nunber , to be loit~r.Jnts .: 
-a0bout the ·s ides of t he road: but t his not bei ng uncommon he 
proceeded onward, unsuspectins any mal evolent i ntention~ When he 
had approached to within a coupl e of hundred paces of their r endezvous, 
several of t ho men stepped i nto the road and shi pped their spears t o 
r ecei ve : but suspectine thi s ceremonial to be no indi cati on of 
fr i endship , he i nst antly turned short , and drove expeditiousl y 
toward the pl ace from whence he set out , closel y pursued ; other 
inhabitants of the settl ement appearing i n vi ew , the chase was 
e i ven up". 
This encounter would have taken pl a ce near the Burwood-Croydon portion 
of Parramatta Road and eives a brief picture of the situation between 
settlers and ~borigi nes in our a rea at t his peri od . 
As more and more of the forest trees were felled and farms like .Mr 
Al t ' s were establ ished , there was l ess and }'{3ss r efuge for the 
Aborigi nes . I f t hey di d not se t t l e i n the to\-ms they had to retr0at 
further and further i nl and . As t i me went on, there wore fewer 
a ccounts of depredations on farms i n the Sydncy- Parramatta ar ea 
and constant referenaes to attacks i n the Hawkosbury farmlands . One 
hundred years later the Aborigines had vanished f rom our area, as 
subur ban homes repl a ced the farms . 

(To Be Concluded) 

Coming Events 
June 28/29: Banlrntown Historical Society ' s 21st Anniversary Cel ebr a-

Jul y 16: 

Sept. 17: 

Oct. 11: 

tions . 
Lucture , Mr John M. Bennett, Legal Histori an and author:; 

"~dnoy ' s Early Ivmgi s trates". 
Annual General -, Meeti nti, Board Room, 4th Floor , Assembl y 

Building . . 
Wreath-layi ng Ceremony , Governor Phillip ' s ~i rthday,_ . , 

Royal Botanic Gardens . 
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