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7 7rom the President

I do hope all Menmbers had a wonderful Festive ®eascon and are lookinsz forward
to the year ahcad. :

January is always a busy month for your Committee., On Tuesday afternoon
20th January, accompanied by our Hon, Secrctary, Mrs Anne Campbell, I
visited Government Housc to meet our ncw Governor, Sir James Rowland, and
Lady Rowland, and to precsent an Address of Welcone. Then on Wednesday
evening 21st my husband and I were guests of the Wonmen's Pioneer Society
at their Australia Day Reccption. Friday 23rd saw me at the Wentworth
Hotel attcnding the State Reception to cclebrate Australia Day.

We started our own celebrations with our Dinner on Saturday 24th at the
Wentworth Hotel, when over 200 people enjoyed a delicious meal. The three
tiers of Governnent were reprecsented, Dr H. Edwards M.P. represented the
Prinme Minister of Australia; Hon., H. Jensen M.P. represented the Premier of
New South Wales; and the Deputy Lord Mayor, Ald. T. Bradford, represcnted
*e Lord Mayor of Sydney. Everyone cnjoycd our Guest Speaker, Dr David

- .astrons, General Managser of the Bicentennial Authority. It was
particularly pleasing to have with us groups from the Woment's Pioneer
Society, the Pionecr Club and the 1788-1820 Association., We thank all our
- speakers, and everyonec voted the evening a huge success.

The Exhibition held at the Rocks on Sunday 25th was an outstanding success,
with a strean of people viewing it all day. Special thanks are extended
to Mrs Naida Jackson and all her helpers, also to those who helped set it
up on 3aturday norning, This type of day shows the great interest the
public has, as witness the number of enquiries received.

Defore going to the Exhibition I represented the Fellowship at the Australia
Day Service at the Garrison Church,

On the morning of Australia Day we were very honoured to be received
personally by our now Governor, Mr Geof Squires (Willian Saltmarsh -
Mary Phillips) presented our Address of Loyalty to be forwarded to Her
Majosty the Queen, It was good to see so many Members and their families
present.

I'n sorry to report that our popular Treasurer, Mr Ray Meredith, has been
in hospital, but is now home and on the road to recovery. We did niss Ray
over the Australia Day Weekend. I'm sure all will join me in hoping to
see him back very =oon, Whilst visiting him on Saturday Ray asked that 1
extend his thanks to all for cards, enquirics and good wishes,

Mrg Sally Kalina has arranged a programme of interesting speakers for our
Lecture nights for the conming year, so do conc along and enjoy fellowship
with your fellow Members —- 3rd Wednesday in the month, 4th Floor,
Assembly Building, Jamison Street entrance, Sydney, at 7.45 pm.

Beryl Lewis,



Telearam from Prime Minister

The following telecram from the Prime Minister arrived after the Fellowship's
nail box was clecared, and so was not read out at the Annual Dinner —-

Canberra 4.C,T. "Pamic and I regret we are unable to be with you tomorrow
evening to celebrate Australia Day. Our best wishes to all First Fleeters".

Malecolm Fraser.

"The Day We Celcbrate

The Toast "The Day We Celebrate", proposed by'the President at the Fellowship's

Anniversary Dinner, at the Wentworth Hotel, 24th January, 1981:i—-

Mr Toastmaster, Distinsuished Guests, Fellow Members, Ladiés and Gehtlemen,

As we talte one more hopeful step into the "Eizhties let us reflect on just
what we ainm to cclcbrate on this auspicious day —- 26th January., The firsth
thing that comes to mind is the fact that we who can claim kinship-with-a
First Fleeter celebrate the arrival of our ancestors in this country and the
beginning of British settlenent.  From Britain's point of view the First

_ Fleet was a wonderful experlment in colonigcing. But we must look further
afield at the results achieved.

This glorious country today is a result of the foundations laid 193 years

ago -~ foundations laid by ecach man, woman and child who had sailed

15 000 ‘miles over unknown waters to an unknown country and arrived on that one
day in history Saturday 26th January 1788. Their leader, the very humane
but brilliant Captain Arthur Phillip, deserves far more accolades than he
ever rcecelves. It was my privilese in July last ycar to visit the '
Australia Chapel at Bathampton in England -~ a chapel in which the Fellowship
of First Fleeters played a very larze part financially —- and which pays
tribute to this same Arthur Phillip; and I wondered, Why?.  Why isn't there
sonething of <this nature in Australia? Somewhere that tourists as well as
Australians could po and pay silent tribute to this nan,

Tt is hallowed ground in Englahd -~ why not here? Perhaps this may be food
for thousht for Dr Armstrong, General Manaﬂer of the Blccntennlal Authorl
and our puest: npeaher tonight.

It has also been: suggested that Phllllp 8 home at 19 Bennett Street .Bath,
be restored and used as an Australian’ Tuseunl. Tozether with Mr John Vivian,
an eninent restoration architect, I inspected this home and rather lilze his
idea of a neetlnﬂ—place for Australians, particularly Anglo-Australian

zroups operating in Britain,

No doubt all types of hare~brained schemes w1ll be advanced for 1988. We

have a prime example rcported in the press this morning. A former Awstralian
Arbassador to the United States and an Australian historian are suzpessting,
arnongz other thinss, a new Flas and Anthern and a National Covenant of EM1ty.

To my way of thiniking, tinme and noncy would be better spent educating the
community to a 7reater awarcness of those which we now have. Our flag has
served us well both in peace and war, and I would hope it would never be
chanpred.

Last night whilst attending the State Reception for Australie Day, in this
same room, I was interested in a point made by the Premier. Much haz been
said about the Official Opening of the new Federal Parliament House om
Australia Day 1988. Mr Wran clained it was unthinkable that the mairi thrust
of the Bicentenary year should be anywhere but here in Sydney, where this
nation was born. The alternative he offerecd for Canberra was Tth Fabruary,
when Phillip's commission was read and a form of responsible "overnmerlt
established. This is 1“ood for thouzht for all of us. _

But I have disressed.. The city in which we celebrate tOnight is trully one
of the great cities of the world, but how lons will it remain so? We hawe
all beer handed a great heritage, and it is our responsibility to tremsure
and nurture it. - We will never have hlstorlc buildings while we knocks them -
down, to make way for so-called prO”rCSS in the forn of multl—storey

i



hotels. Some have bheecn saved, but each onc that is lost is a tragedy and
rather overshadows the few that are restorad,. I recently read a statenment
attributed to Errol Lea-Scarlctt, the author of the book, known to all
genealosists, "Roots and Branches", and I gqucte in part, "They complaincd
loudly, but picks and shovels and bulldozers are louder than any vocal
complaints®, to which I add «- +they also make more dollar signs and have
more impact on the ballot boxl What a materialistic country we have
become!

Were, through some quirk of fate, my First Fleet ancestors ablc to see ;
Sydney today I would have very mixed feelings, feelinss both of pride and J
shame, It becomes rather tiresome to hear what a wonderful country we k
have. 0f course we have, but we all know, anything is only as pood as its ‘
foundations, It has become fashionable to talk of our rights; but what ?
of our duty -- our duty to our country and its founders. Any of us should
be proud to be admitted to a little sharc in the tradition which they helped
to make and foster. They didn't necd to wait for daybreak to believe in

7 the lisht, and thouzh the society in which we live today does not fully
justify then yet, the day will come. Pray God let it be soon.

This weel:, here in Sydnzy, we saw the end of an era with the departure from
office of our Patron, the then Governor, Sir Rodon Cutler, and the arrival

of a new era and Governor, Sir James Rowland. Sir Roden was extremely
interested in our early history and always aslkéd many gquestions as to our
activities, The association of the Fellowship of First Fleeters with the [ ¢

Governor zocs right baclk to the very first Australia Day and our first i
Governor, Captain Arthur Phillip. As your President, I beseech you all {
to hold fast to your heritage, be true to your country and in celebrating
this Australia Day endeavour to sprecad a knowledpe of our early history to
the coming generations, always renmerberins that in our search for knowledse
we never reach journey's end. .

gow will you please join me in drinking to the day we celebrate —- Australia

Membership Report _
We welcome the following new Members into the Fellowships=— |

Mrs Sandra June Hawlzins, French's Forest. (Owen'CaVanough -
Marsaret Darnell: + Matthew Everinchan) .
Mrs Barbara Louise Moorecroft, Weipa, Nth Q'larnd. (Frederick Meredith)

Miss Angela Louisc Boyd, Mr Russell John Boyd, Mr Ian Edwin Boyd,
Kingsarove. (William Nash - Maria Haynes)

Mrs Joyce Pirchan, Sylvania, (William Nash - Maria Haynes)

Mrs Margaret E, Livingstone, Connells Point. (Froderick Meredith)

Miss Penelcpe M. Stafford, Connells Point, (Frederick Meredith)

Mrg Dorothy Alice Matthews, Nambour, Q'land, (William Roberts)

Mr Stephen John Greenhalsh and Mr Bradley David Greenhalgh, Acland, Q.
(Anthony Rope = Elizabeth Pulley: + Geor~e Johnston ~
Esther Abrahams)

Miss Alison Mary Ford, Paddington. - (Joseph Wrisht) .

Mr Keith Sydney Webb, Bellevue Hill, (Mary Phillips ~ Thomas Spencer)

*Mr Thomas Hadley Webb, Mannus via Tunbarumba, (Mary Phillips -

‘ Thomas Spencer) . '

Mrs Helen Mavies Stewart, Whangamata, New Zealand. (Hugh Hushes +
Willian Tunks) S ,

Mrs Joan Maitland, Greenwich, (John Cross)

Miss Fay Frances Douslas, Wollstonecraft, (John Cross)

Mr Francis Nathaniel Lucas, Collaroy Beach., (Nathaniel Lucas -
Olivia Gascoiprne) :

Mr Alfred Charles Lucas, Maifra, Vie., (Nathaniel Iucas - Olivia Gascoigne)

Mrs Molly Lorraine Stone, Ryde. (John Small -~ Mary Parker)

My Wallace A. Jenkins, Telesraph Point. : (Thomas Chipp -~ Jane Langzley)

Mrs June Heather Broomhead, Canpsie, (Fredericlk Meredith)

Miss Nancy Lucas, Crows Nest, (Nathaniel Lucas =~ Olivia Gascoigne) .

Menbership Committee,
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Addrcss of Heclcorg

1vbed to the Governor of

Ter :with is the text of the Ado Weyols] of Jeleone nrosgn
;1a Boporti=-—

Wow South Wales, as roferred to in the Presidont

Higs Bzccllency Air Horshal Sir Jamcs Anthony Rowland, Enight Conmander of
the hOub G-collent Ordor of the ritish B:iopire, upon whon have o
conferred the decorations of the Distincuished Flyln; Uross and thv Air
Forece Cross, Governor of the State of Iow South Walcs and its donendencies
in the Connonwealth of Austr.lia -

Moy it pleasc Your Excellency, the rnenbers of the Fellowship of First
Flecters, bvlnu dzocendonts of those who Joufnovou oil1 the cleven ships
conprisins the First Flect, vhich srrived in Sydaey Cove on the 26th of
Junuary 1788 and whose iavolveient with the Ofiice of Governor G:tonds
boek to the Leader of the Pirct Fleot and the first Goveraor of the
Lolony, Ceptain Lrthur Phillip, beg leave respoctiuvlly to offer their
sincere conrratulations to Your Bxecllency upon your appointnont to this
Office and do horeby proy thet you bhe blesscd with sound hcali th, joy and
honour, and thﬁ* sarcuant to your suidance the peace, order and food
sovernnent of this Siote and its dencadencles shall continuc,

I, Deryl Lowis, President of the Foellowship of Firet Tlecters, subscribe
thlu sdéresg on behalf of cach and cvery renber of the Fellouship this
20th day of January 1981, _
) Your loyal anc obedicnt scrvent,
Beryl Lowis, President.
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Hew Governor to Be Patron

His Bucelleoney Alr lisrshal Sir James Rovlond,
I{-DaEp' D.l?lCI’ AtFoUn, G’OJ\' ™oy Of 11- W S(,ﬁ'uth
Wales, has lkindly consonted to be Patron of
tliz Pelloyrship of Firagt Tlectoerg.
A 336 9626006 T 36 506 396600 I I IR I I3 NI

Bicenteinnial Boolk Project

Since the last leusletter a Steoring Corittos hac

net to discuss the
various 1n1t1at1vcs reqguired to coryence worls on tho Bicent;1n al Bool:
Project, - A basic orsonisctioncl o ruutv"“ voo devornined and a linited

Cia. .y

nwber of people qur0ﬂﬂh 3l s licyever, the Stocring; Cormitteoe hoad
no soonar reported to thc u"”CuthC and coined, its approval than certain
neuspaper articles besun to ap YPOIT . These articles advised thoat a
staff menber of liacguarie Univorsi ity hac nadc solic "alSCOVOTIOS" and uas
to publish biorraphical urticles on ccriein of the Pirst flesters sone
2, s [a}ad T’ .
titv: in 1901,
Until furthor and rore detoiled inforowtion ahout thin nublicition is
Inmown it ig f2lt that our project shoula be held in coeyailce.
However, ag this sor10u°lJ cuts into the anount of tiume available, the .
steering Cowndttee ¢3ill vocucsto thot o1l Lyloer“ sond in hiosraphical
inforpation on *hﬂ l¢rst Tloctors so thot, i1f the prejocet doos procced,
we uill have storted on the crouadioerl.
I: the projout deos ot wroccud, the sunply of the inforiction will not
hove been wasted, for it will be a wvelcoie addition to the Fellouship
Archives, ‘ ‘ . ' '
411 infornation should be gent to:
Bicentonnicl Poelr Frujuct
¢/- Fel lOAuth of Fivrot
G.P.0, Dox 4441,
53 ¢3 2001,
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