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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

ur Silver Jubilee Cocktaill Party

held at Parliament House on 31

March last was celcbrated by

some 70 members and friends.

Qur appreciation te our host

the Hon. Stephen Muich,
M.L.C. (FF. Edward Whitton), not only
for allowing us use of the Reception
Room but also for the mini-tour of the
House later in the cvening. We were
given an official welcome in the Council
Chamber, during the sitting, by the
President, the Hon. Max Willis, M.L.C.
Thanks are due to Alice Clarke for
organising the evening.

/.On 4 April, Toy and I with a number of
tembers thoroughly enjoyed the
Balmain Walk. It was led by Bob Irving,
member of the Royal Australian
Historical Society and a long-time resi-
dent of Balmain. Our congratulations to
Bob and our activities convener,
Beverley Naughton, for their efforts in
bringing lo life this gem, which is an
integral part of Sydney’s history.

As your representative I atlended my
first meeting of the Sydney-Portsmouth
Sister City Committee. During the
proceedings a presentation was made to
Rod Best, in appreciation by members,
as retiring chairman of that body.

Congratulations are also in order to Rod
on his ¢lection as a councillor of the
Royal Australian Historical Society.

Plans are in the pipeline for a plaque
ceremony at the grave of Philip Gidley
King in the United Kingdom. A number
of members would know that his actual
headstonc was brought out from St
Nicholas’, Tooting, and placed next to

the graves of his wife and son in the
churchyard of St. Mary Magdalene, St.
Marys, N.SSW., in 1988. We believe
there is a replacement on the original
gravesitc and it is my hope that whilst
on a visit to London for a week in
October this year, I will have the
opportunity of placing our plaque on the
site of this last resting place of our third
Governor.

Unfortunately one of our members and
keen Thursday office helper, Olive
O'Reilly, suffered a nasty accident at
Parliament House on the night of our
Silver Jubilee function. The result was a
fractured hip and Olive is still in
hospital at the time of writing. 1 know
you will all join me in wishing her a
speedy recovery.

We were saddened to hear of the death
of Hm Maclean in May. Jim, a very
proud descendant of Henry Kablc and
Susannah Holmes, was a keen office
helper at First Fleet House and member
of the Executive for some years. He was
granted life membership at our Australia
Day function this year To his wife
Nada, his children, Ian and Glenys, we
offer our deepest sympathy.

My speech on the occasion of our
twenty-fifth year since inauguration is
elsewhere in this Newsletter, and in
closing this report 1 would like 1o
reilerate that whatever the future holds
for we Australians as a nation, the
circumstances which bind us together
as First Flecters far. far outweigh those
that appear to divide us.

In Fellowship,
Peter Christian

DAYTIME
FELLOWSHIP

TOURTO
MANNING VALLEY

August 30 to
September 3

DAILY COACH TOURS

Visit North Brother Mountain,
Port Macquarie, Harrington,
Ellenborough Falls, Comboyne, a
Macadamia Farm, etc., plus a
cruise on the Manning River.

Price includes:

All breakfasts, dinners, moming
teas, three lunches, all coach
tours and cruise, staying at
Telstar Motel, Taree.

Cost $300.00 per person
(twin share)
Plus Country Link train and coach
to Taree — $38 concession rate

Interested members please apply
to the Fellowship Office,
now, for an itinerary
as numbers are limited.




CANBERRA CHAPTER

Once again the Canberra Chapter has
held some very successful activities,
namely the Annual Dinner with guest
speaker Laure]l Heath speaking on the
Female Factory and the Annual General
Mecting with guest speaker Mr Victor
Crittenden.

In November we held a very successful
White Elephant stall at the Weston
Creck Festival. We finished up 1992
with our Christmas Party and started
1993 with our Australia Day Picnic. We
also had members represent us at the
flag raising ceremony and signing the
visitors' book at the Governor-General’s
residence, Yarralumla.

The only problem we seem to be having,
is that even though there is a large num-
ber of members of the Fellowship of
First Fleeters in and around the ACT
and southern New South Wales, we
never hear from most of them. This is an
appeal to those members to make con-
tact with us and to assist with our activ-
ities, as well as to supply some ideas for
other things to do during the year.

Contact can be made with members of
the committee on the phone numbers
following:

President, Mr Geoff Cameron,
{06) 2514095;

Secretary, Mrs Helen I"almer,

(06) 2883640;

Mrs Marion Batchelor, (06) 2882558.
Mr Lauric Copping, (06) 2861402.

The following is the proposed program

for 1993.
March
Petticoat Lane - Griffith Centre
April
Heritage Weck
May 15
Visit the Palmerville site, 2.00pm
June
Research Night

July

War Memorial — Research Facilities
August
Research Night
September

Annual Dinner - venue still to be
decided

October

Annual General Meeting
November
Weston Creek Festival
December
Christmas Party

January
Austraiia Day Picnic

REMINDER

SUNDAY EXCURSION,
13 JUNE

TOBRUK SHEEP STATION
TOUR

Coach departures:

Shop 2, Overseas Terminal,
Circular Quay West, 9.00am

Chatswood Raitway Station,
West Side, 9.30am

North Ryde, outside Ramada Hotel,
Epping Road, 10.00am

An enjoyable day assured on a
working sheep station.

$28.00 adults. $15.00 children up
to 16 years. Including coach, lunch
and entrance fees.

Please send ail cheques or money
orders to Fellowship of First
Fleeters, 105 Cathedral Street,
Woolloomooloe 2011, by 4 June.

ADVANCE NOTICE
SUNDAY, 8 AUGUST

INSPECTION OF JUSTICE
AND POLICE MUSEUM

8 Philiip Street, Sydney (near
Circular Quay)

Meet outside Muscum at 1.45pm.

Built in 1853-6. The complex set of
buildings that form the Justice and
Police Museum has had a colourful
architectural and social history: a
continuous association with the law
and with the turbulent world of
Quayside Sydney.
$5.00 Adulis.
$3.00 Concession and children.
Ring F.F.F. Office for Bookings.
360 3788 or 360 31948,

SUNDAY, 10 OCTOBER

TOUR OF BARE ISLAND, LA
PEROUSE, ABORIGINAL
AND FRENCH MUSEUMS

Full-day excursion, details next
issue, Ring Naida Jackson or
loy Pankhurst at the F.EF. Office.

Page 2

DAYTIME
FELLOWSHIP

Once again our group was biessed with
a glorious day for our visit to Old
Sydney Town on 5 May. There was a lot
to see and do.

The excellent outdeor and indoor
comedy skils throughout the day proved
to be a highlight. With a few of our
regular trippers unable to be with us
because of various health reasons, we
were happy to number 16, and to
welcome some of our newer members.
Iv's great to see them supporting our
functions.

Our next meeting is, of course, our
vearly soup and damper day, now
extended even further. so that a good
lunch can be obtained for your
donation. Mrs Joan Hall is to be our
guest speaker, and her subject will be
“Nutcote,” the Sydney home of the Iate\
children’s authoress, May Gibb. S¢

come along and enjoy the day with us.

Looking a few months ahead, we have
secured a booking for our Christmas
luncheon on Wednesday, 8 December,
and we ask members to put that date
aside for our big day. Relatives and
friends are welcome also.

For now though, remember our meeting.
WHERE? First Fleet House
WHEN? Thursday, i july, at 11.30am

BERNICE SMART

—m— —p——— -

BIRTHS

A warm welcome to the following New
First Fleeters:

SAM LOCKART 9 October 1992, EF.
Owen Cavanough/Margaret Darnell. A
son for Ken and Helen and first
grandchild for Alec (#6143) and Carmen
Lockart.

ERIN MAY MAGUIRE 7 April 1993, EF.
James Sheers/Mary Smith. First child for
Steven and lo-anne and a second
granddaughter for Ron (#5749} and
Zona Maguire,

OBITUARIES

Decpest sympathy is offered to the
family of the following:

ERIC JAMES (lim) MACLEAN (#2571}
FE.F. Henry Kable - Susannah Holmes.
lim was an enthusiastic worker and
supporter of the Fellowship, actively
engaged with the Executive Committee.
Qur sympathy to Nada and lamily.

-












OBITUARY [1899] “TOBY” RYAN

Full of years and honour, if lacking in
this world's goods. has passed away an
old Svdney identity, a sterling Austraiian
native — untravelled — James Tobin
Ryan, at the good round age of 82 years.

“Toby,” the name he was universally
known by, was bomn at South Creek,
near Penrith, the precise spot known as
“Bird's Eye Corner,” on January 4th,
1818, Lachlan Macquaric being
Governor. Born in humble life, Mr Ryan
achieved success as the architect of his
own fortunes, and at one time was very
wealthy. In the good old colonial days,
when a squatter was a squatter, and not
the worricd representative of some rack-
renting financial institution, Mr Ryan
was owner of many broad acres and lord
of large herds.

In the roaring golden fifties. when cattle
were bringing fabulous prices. Mr Ryan

AGED 82 YEARS

held on the Macquarie River. among
other propertics. the stations known as
Mumblebone, Buttabone, and
Maryinbone, three “bones” of which
“Toby" had some fine pickings. In those
roaring fifties Mr Ryan built a grand
mansion on the Nepean River, at the
Emu Crossing which was named Emu
Hali, where he dispensed hospitality
such as only squatters and sporting men
of the good old breed knew how to
dispense.

The writer had the pleasure of being a
guest at Emu Hall in the goed old days,
and can vouch for its pood cheer. As a
sporting man, Mr Ryan was well-known
as a straight-goer. his colours being in
evidence at the principal country
meetings, his sideboard at Emu Hall
holding many trophies of the turf. For
many years Mr Ryan represented The
Nepean in Parliament, When, through

droughts and reduced prices in cattle,
evil times came upon Mr Ryan. and
Emu all was abandoned, “Toby”
became Jandlord of the Crown Hotel,
George-street, Brickfield-hill; but a man
of such hospitable nature was not likely
to make a second fortune as a publican.

A few vears ago Mr Ryan essayed
authorship, and published a book of
reminiscences. As the production,
unaided, of a man of slender education,
the book is a wonder. In its publication
the author was not assisted even by the
necessary proofrcader. The book is
interesting as being the production of an
old colonist with a well-stored memory.
The remains of Mr Ryan were interred in
the family vault in the little cemetery at
Emu Plains on Thursday. Mr Ryan has
left a widow and children, and
numerous grandchildren.

SARAH MORE THAN A MATCH

Sarah Cox was the daughter
of Francis Cox, a black and
white smith. and was the
sister of Maria Cox who
marricd George Bloodworth,
son of fames Bioodworth
and Sarah Bellamy.

Sarah  was the  first
Australian woman to sue for
breach of promise. She was
an altractive girt who earned
her living in the millinery
estabiishment of Mrs Foster
in Castlereagh Street.

The respondent was a
Captain Pavne who plied a
ship between Sydney and
Hobart. He was a friend of
Mrs Foster and when visiting
her Payne’s amorous eye
lighted on Sarah and so he
courted her with a view to
matrimony.

Sarah’s one fault was she had no
money. He made many promises 10
Sarah, bui the only one he kept was to
leave the sea. He then set up as a small
brewer and soap maker and courted
Sarah between 1821-1825.

Payne considered his prospects would

be better served when he met and
married the widow of a wealthy brewer,
Mrs Laverton. Sarah accepted that, and
even the fact that Payne and his wife
taunted her. However, when he cast
aspersions on Sarah’s good morals, it
was too much, and finally she decided
to take action.

She cngaged a bright young lawyer, W.
C. Wentworth, to plead her ¢ase in an
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action for a breach of
promise.  Payne  chose
another  bright  lawyer,
Wardell. Payne persuaded a
man by the name of
Armstrong to  steal love
letters from Sarah and then
made statemenis that she
had always intended to

cross-egxamination,
Armstrong broke down and
revealed the truth.

Payne tried to prove he was
wealthy, but Wentworth
proved that he was penniless
and mortgaged to the hilt,
and had reached desperation
point. Payne was found
guilty of the grossest breach
of promise. The verdict;
damages 100 pounds.

Sarah was full of admirarion for the
voung lawyer and a friendship
developed. Four years later, in 1829, the
couple were married. Wentworth took
his bride to Vaucluse House and the
happy couple had two sons and six
daughters. Sarah became one of the
leading ladies in Sydney society.

— Alice Clarke

marry a Mr Suttor. Under“®y









