




















A MATTER OF IDENTITY

lizabeth ~ Thomas's  first

husband  was  William

Connolly from the Alexander.

In March 1790 the couple

were transferred to Norfolk

Island. In October 1793
William Connolly departed the island
while Elizabeth remained to begin living
with Thomas Hill.

But which Thomas Hill was Elizabeth
Thomas's sccond husband and the
father of her daughter, Mary Thomas.
who was born on 29 November 1754,

There were two Thomas Hills on the
First Fleet, three if James Tennihii. who
used the name Thomas Hill as an alias
when charged in February 1788 for
stealing bread, is inctuded:
Thomas Hill, Old Bailey, july 1784, 7
vears, Scarborough;
Thomas Hiil, Dorchester, March 1783,
7 vears, Friendship;
James Tennihil. Old Bailey. January
1784, 7 years, Friendship.

A Thomas Hill was on Norfolk Island as
carly as 5 February 1791 when a report
was compiled listing Thomas Hill,
Francis Fowkes and Ann Martin as
receiving a nine-month-old sow due to
farrow in Qctober of that vear. (Ref. AJCP
reel 4, C0O.201/9.) This event has also
been noted by Mollie Gillen in her beok,
The Founders of Australia, in her
biography of Ann Martin.

Also on the same reference CO.201/9 is
an account dated 1 Tuly 1791 of ground
cleared by convicts which includes both
Willlam Connoily and Thomas Hill as
each having cleared one acre of their 1&-
acre blocks.

On 20 August 1791 Thomas Hill,
Francis Fowkes and Ann Martin again

shared a nine-month-old sow. pur-
chased for 12 pounds from John
ANsCoLL.

These dates indicate this Thomas Hill to
be one of the First Fleet Hills, It should
be noted that Francis Fowkes and Ann
Martin arrived on Neorfolk Island by
Supply  on 11 November 1789.
Thercfore to be part of this group it is
reasonable to believe that Thomas Hill
arrived at the same time. If so James
Tennihil, alias Thomas Hill, can be
eliminated as he was a witness at a
court-martial on 14 November 1789 and
in April 1790 he arrived back at Port
Jackson from a fishing trip to Botany
Bav to find his home robbed by William
Chaafe.

Identification confusion is compounded
by a Norfolk Island victualling report

1792-95 which has a Thomas Hill
arriving  Norfolk  Island on board
Atlantic on 4 November 1791. In her
book Mollie Gillen also notes this ¢event
and states that “Hill had arrived on the
island by Atlantic in November 1791,
Whether he was the First Fleeter or
Third Fleeter of that name has not been
established.”

lames Hugh Donohoe in his book,
Norfolk Island 1788-1813 The People
and Their Families, claims it was
Thomas Hill from the Second Fleet
Neptune who arrived on the island on 4
November 1791.

Four Thomas Hills were on the Second
and Third Fieets.

1) Thomas Hill, Taunton, March 1788,
7 years, Neptune. According to Michael
Flynn's book, The Second Fleet, this
man died at sea before reaching Sydney
Cove.

2) Thomas Hill, Gloucester, Tuly 1790,
life, William and Ann.

3) Thomas Hill, Northumberland, Julv
1790, 7 years, Britannia.

4) Thomas Hill. Surrey, February 1789,
7 years, HMS Gorgon.

According to C. ]. Smee’s book, Families
of the Third Fleet, the latter two Thomas
Hills died at sea in August 1791.

Other than these two publications no
other record of these deaths has been
located.

However, according to AJCP reel 57,
C0.207/1, Alphabetical List of Convicts
1788-18235, the following men are listed
including numeral references as shown
below:

Hill Thos. Dorchester, March 1783
7 years 12.17

Hill Thos. Taunton. March 1788 7
vears 18.20

Hill Thes. Gloucester. July 1790 life

114.20
Hill Thos. Northumberland, July 1790
7 years 134.33
Hill Thos. Surrey, February 1789
7 years 146.10.193.17

What de the numerical references
mean? Do they mean the three convicis
may have survived? James Tennihil and
Thomas Hill (Old Bailey. july 1784, 7
vears) were not listed. A Thomas Hill
was buried. at Parramatta on 20
February 1792, Could this man have
been the Old Bailey Thomas Hill. not
listed above?

Francis Fowkes left Norfolk Island on
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Queen November 1791 for trial on a
charge of fomenting conspiracy. Six wit-
nesses were included. Could the earlier
Thomas Hill have been onc of those
wimesses? Because, although having
cleared an acre of ground by 1 luly
1791, he is not listed in any later report
as having sold grain to Government
Stores, unlike William Connelly and
others with cleared land who sold suffi-
cient maize throughout 1792-93 1o
afford passages from the island.

From this tenuous evidence it would
appear that the carly Thomas Hill
departed after August 1791 and was
replaced from Atlantic on 4 November
1791. On 26 October 1793 William
Connolly departed the island on Sugar
Cane for Bengal.

A report dated 1o fune 1794 listed
Elizabeth Thomas as a free, married
woman, with one child. dependent for
her livelihood on convict Thomas Hill.

On 19 February 1796 this Thomas Hill
departs Norfolk Island on Reliance for
Port Jackson, presumably being time
expired between 16 June 1794 and 19
February 1796.

The two Thomas Hills on the First Fleet
were each sentenced to seven vears
from 1784. They should have been free
men by 1791 or, given Governor
Phillip's lack of information about the
trial details of the convicts, at the latest
1792-93.

Yet in June 1794, Elizabeth’s Thomas
Hill is still listed as a convict, which
indicates that he may have been the
Thomas Hill from Gloucester, but the
fact that he was a lifer means hi
departure from the island on Reliance
for Port Jackson was not due to being
time expired.

If any of the Second or Third Fleet Hills
were incorrectly reported as dying en
route then the expiry date for only two
of them match Thomas Hill's departure
date of 19 February 1796: Thomas Hill,
Taunton, March 1798, 7 years, expiry
March 1785; Thomas Hill, Surrey, 18
February 1789, 7 vyears, expiry 18
February 1796.

Not one of the Thomas Hills of the First,
Second or Third Fleets are recorded in
the musters of 1801-02, 1805-06 or
1811. Somewhere in the records there is
a clue to this problem.

I would be interested in the views of
other members.

JOHN HARVEY (#6260)



