


DAYTIME
FELLOWSHIP

Once apain we welcomed some new
faces in the gathering of 25 members
who spent a day at Parramatia on 4
May. We cven had a bit of an incident
thrown in on our way up in the Rivercat.
We passed a ferry that had earlicr
crashed into a bridge due to an electrical
fault on beard. There were plans at onc
stage to transfer us to buses, but we
were eventually allewed to continue as
we were. Most of our assembly had not
been in this area for many years and
were surprised at how large and modern
Parramatta City has become.

Bookings for the Ceoma wip are very
pleasing. and the motel advised that owing
to ceach cancellations we can now be
allocated more rooms. Names on our list
total 35 al the time of writing, and five more
places can be filled. With this number, and
barring cancellations, the motel will send
its own coach to Svdney to pick us up,
instead of meeting us off the train al
Canberra. This may involve a fow extra
doilars in travel costs for some, and a
decrease for others, depending on travel
cntitlements. but the convenience should
benefit all. Once all deposits are in at the
end of [une. aletter will be sent to all those
participating, cxplaining  the travel
arrangement and payment of the balance.
I must apelogise for the fact that in the last
Newsletter my name erroneously appeared
belew the outline of daily activities that the
motel had supplied. It locked like a clear
case of plagiarism, but I'm innocent, your
Honour,

On now to our July function. This is our
soup and damper day. whete a fuli
lunch will be avaiiable after our meeting
and later still, afternoon tea.

Mr John McClymont, past president of
Parramatta and District Historical
Society, will be our guest speaker, and
show us slides on his subjcct, "Early
Parramatta.’ John is a councillor with
the Royal Australian Historical Society,
a member of the Brush Farm Historical
Society, and a member of the john
Horbury Hunt Club, a band of people
who admire work of this last century
architect.  When ‘'The History of
Parramatia’ is published next year, John
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BITS AND PIECES

In the March-April issue of the
Newsletter Helen Bersten, archivist of
the Australian Jewish Historica! Socicty
provided a very informative article on
Jewish arrivals on the First Fleet. By
coincidence, on Sunday, 10 April, a
group of Fellowship members spent an
inreresting afternoon at the Sydney
Jewish Museum. We were first shown a

will be scen as co-author with Carol
Liston and Terry Kass.

We hope for a pood crowd as usual, and
a donation of $3.00 will help build our
funds. Details are set out below. See
you then.

DATE: 7 July (Thursday)
PLACE: First Fleet House
TIME: 11.30am (Meeting)
1.15pm approx. (Guest Speaker}
BERNICE SMART

MEMBERSHIP

REPORT
FOR PERIOD 21 APRIL TO
25 MAY 1994

We extend a warm welcome 0 new
members joined during this period - two
adults. one junior and one spouse
associate.

[AMES McMANLS - JANE POOLE +
[AMES BRADLEY: Mrs Margaret Anne
Duncan (sp. Mr Howard G. Duncan).

THOMAS WILLIAMS: Mr Ali Hammad
Williams; Miss Yasmin All Williams
(jun.).

BIRTHS

A warm welcome to the following New
First Fleeters:

ASHLEE MARGARET ALLAND (F.F.
Anthony Rope - Elizabeth Pulley), 1
December 1993, First child to Don
(#6141) and Bev  Alland, a
granddaughter for Gwen.

THOMAS BENJAMIN CANNING (F.F.
Matthew Everingham), 6 April 1994,
Son to Carol and Peter (#4032) Canning
and grandson to Enid (#4031) and
Robert Canning.

MATTHEW DAVIS (F.F. Henry Kable -
Susannah Helmes), January 1994,
Second son for Helen (#383) and Greg
Davis.

LUCY MAREE DEAN (F.F. William
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film on the history of Jewry and were
then escorted through the museum by a
very dedicated young man - beginning
with a display depicting those who
arrived in 1788. We were led through
displays of all the differcnt aspects of
Jewish life and customs. All very
informative and our puide very
knowledgeable. He then left us o
browse upstairs at our own pace. This is
where the Holocaust is displayed and
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Roberts). Second daughter for Mark and
Lisa Dean and a sister for Pippa. Second
granddaughter for Brian (#3207) and
Cecily Chesworth.

[AKE  WILLIAM GOLDING (F.F.
Thomas Acres), 28 April 1994, First
born son to Robyn and Craig, brother to
twin sisters Laura and [essica, grandson
o Fay (#4420) and Bert Golding, great-
grandson to Sarah Golding.

KATE MARIE MAGUIRE (F.F. James
Sheers - Mary Smith), 27 April 1994.
First child for Grant and Julie, sixth
grandchild for Ron (#6435) and Zena
Maguire. great-granddaughter to¢ Mabcl
Upfold.

THOMAS ANTHONY NEWMAN (F.F.
Ann Sandlin - John Winter), 24 March
1994. Third child for Denise (#3900)
and Tony Newman, third grandchild
and first grandson of Vince (#3899) and
Jacqueline  Gattenhof. Third great-
grandchild of Dorice Mary Gattenhof.

IAN WILKINSON (F.F. Henry Kable -
Susannah Holmes), 15 November 1993,
Second son and third <¢hild for Kate and
Chris (#384) Wilkinson,

[AMES WILKINSON (F.F. Henry Kable
- Susannah Holmes), 5 March 1994,
First Child for Catherine and Paul
(#2385) Wilkinson.

OBITUARIES

Deepest sympathy is offered to the
families of the following:

DAVID JOHN HAMILTON (#3764),
passcd away 3 August 1992, Beloved
husband of Ellen R. Hamilton.

WILLIAM ROBERT HERBERT (#5410),
passed away 9 March 1944. Past
President and Patron of Herbert Family
Association.  Sadly missed by wife

Leonie and  family, and 16
grandchildren and  cight great-
grandchildren.

ETHEL DOREEN KEWLEY (#5552),
passed away 30 April 1944. Devoted
Mother of her family.

TEAN M. TERRILL, huskand of Samuel
E. Terrill (#1196},
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explained to us by survivors of that
terrible  era.  They shared their
expertences with us and told how they
eventually came to Australia and found
a new life here.

In all it was a very thought-proveking
afternoon and one which should make
us zll appreciate the wonderful country
we live in and the freedom we all enjoy. |

— Naida Jackson












(Continued from previous page)

The day after the clection the "Sydney
Morming Herald" commented on the
clection. It stated bluntly that “the ewvil
consequences of the low franchise is
apparent in the great number of
uncducated men who have been
elected”. Some days later the "Herald”
offered some advice to the embryo
Council. After emphasising that the
Councillors. having taken public office,
could no longer shelter “behind the
snug fences of domestic privacy”, it
continued, “They stand on elevated
ground, exposed to the rough elements
of popular observation and criticism.
They must be content to abide the
peltings of many a storm. They are
public property. Their office has been
created for public benefit. These persons
have been elected by the public voice
and for the public use and in accepting
the sulfrages of their fellow citizens they
have enlisted themselves as public
servants. It is impoertant that this new
relation should never be forgotten by
them™.

After this excellent and timeless advice,
the  paper explained even more
explicitly the Councillors’ positions and
duties. "Their peculiar position is that
they are the first bedy of Sydney
representatives. If by their prudence,
zcal and honest devotedness to the
public interests they should do credit to
the new fledged corporation great will be
the honours shed upon their names and
lasting their fame in our Municipal
annals™.

As a final warning the “Herald” offered
these remarks -

“If, on the contrary, by their remissness,
their ignorance, their blundering
measures. their violent temper and
angry contentions, they shall causc
Sydney to blush for her maiden Council,
they will draw down upon their heads
the scorn and indignation of the whole
Colony and consign their names to an
infamous immortality™.

On 9 November 1842 the newly elected
Councillors assembled for the first time
in a room in the north-eastern corner of
the old Market Building in George Street
for the purpose of electing a mayor.

Alderman John Hosking achieved the
distinction of being the first elected
Mayor of Svdney. After their arduous
first meeting the Councillors adjourned
until the following weck.

At the sccond mecting the principal
business was the appointment of a
Town Clerk at a salary of 400 pounds
per annum. There were five nominees
for the position and the successful
applicant was Charles Henry Chambers.

A duty imposed on the Mavor by the
1842 Act of Incorporation was to have
boundary stones set up to mark the
limits of the City and thc¢ Wards. The
markers were to be erected within six
months  of  his  election. and
consequently Mr Hosking placed an
order for the requisite number of
boundary stones with the firm of P.N.
Russell.

@®@®Into this wave,
which was a veritable
dumper, the young
Sydney Municipal
Council was flung.
That it survived at all
is surprising - that it
not only managed to
keep its head above
water, but eventually
learned to swim, may
be considered a
small miracle.®®

As well as having boundary posts erect-
ed, the Mayor and Town Clerk were to
make “a circuit of perambulation” every
three years. During this “perambula-
tion” the Town Clerk was to "enquire
whether the name or names whereby
the said metes and bounds, or any part
thereof, are or is described have or has
been changed”. All such changes were
to be entered in a special book known
as the Boundary Book.

This in fact was merely a local version
of the old English custom of “beating
the bounds”. In the days when literacy
was rare, and street maps even rarer,
this custom helped to impress the
boundaries of parish or town upon the
residents by dint of repetition. Tt also
helped to preserve the local records of
such boundaries with accuracy, and so
prevent disputes with  adjoining
parishes.

The first Balance Sheet of the Council
was prepared for the period November
1842 to August 1843 and showed that
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4,462 pounds and 10 pence had been
received and that 4,587 pounds 9
shillings and & pence had been
expended. It is interesting to note that
the expenditure now runs to many
millions of dollars.

It is not generally known that for a brief
period the City Council had control of
the Pelice Force in Sydney. “Had
control” is perhaps not the best term, for
the Council appeared to do little except
foot the bill.

In his instructions to the Commissioner
of Police of 6 March 1843, the Colenial
Secretary wrote, “In the cxecution of
your duries you wiil take orders only
from the Government. The distribution
of the police force will rest with vyou,
under such orders as you may receive
from the Government, although the
numerical strength of the Police and the
amount of their pay and allowances. are
matters which, under the Corporation
Act, are to be regulated by the Mavor
and Council of the City”. A position
which could be compared with the
pelicing of parking meters today.
Council pays the salary and/or wages of
the Parking Police but the State
Government receives all penaities.

As a result of Council’s dissatisfaction
and complaint, an Act was passed in
November 1845 suspending for one
year the cperation of the Corporation
Act which related to the Police and
vesting management of the Force in the
Exccutive Council. The suspension was
continued only until 1850 when the first
Corporation Act was repealed. In the
new Corporation Act the police clauses
were not re-enacted and thus ended the
Councii's connection with the Force,

Three times during the Council’s history
it was suspended from office and
Commissioners appointed to administer
the city. The first time was between the
years 1854 and 1857. The second time
from 1928 to 1930 and the third time
from 1967 until 1969. It is not proposed
to go inte the pres and cons of the
reasons for the dissolution of the
council as there are many and varied
arguments both for and against. It is
merely mentioned here to indicate that
the elected body had not had continuity
of office.

CONCLUSION

I have endeavoured to outline some of
the difficulties and the atmosphere in
which the young City of Sydney was
born. It has continued to thrive and will
thrive and although not the seat of the
Federal Government for the
Commonwealth  of  Australia it
undoubtedly is the principal city and [
feel sure that it will remain so.









