


MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

(for period 23 Mmarch to
17 May 1995)

We extend a warm welcome to new
members joined during this period — 12
adults, one junior and four spousc
associates.

ANN COLDPITTS: Mr Adrian Troy Butler,

PATRICK BLIRN - ANN SMITH: Mrs
Jennifer lean Thomas (sp. Mr Colin
Maxwell Thomas).

WILLIAM DOLIGLAS - MARY
GROVES: Mr Charles Alick Marsland
OAM.

ANDREVW  GOODWIN  —~  LYDIA
KMUNRQO: Mrs Joan Elizabeth Greer.

WILLIAM HAMBLY -
SPRINGHAM: Mr
Price.

MARY
Desmond Charles

STEPHEN  MARTIN: Mr  Geoffrey
Harkshaw (sp. Mrs Francis Harkshaw):
Mrs Colleen Patricia Scott (sp. Mr lohn
Stanly Scott).

ANTHONY ROPE - ELIZABRETH
PULLEY: Mr Ronald David Plaver.

THOMAS  SPENCER - MARY
PHILLIPS + WILLIAM TUNKS: Mr Lin
tames Dieper (sp. Mrs Louise Teresa
Picper).

WILLIAM WALL: Mrs Judy White.

THOMAS WILLIAMS: Mrs
Eileen Leman.

Thelma

THOMAS WILLIAMS + RICHARD
PARTRIDGE — MARY GREENWOOD +
JOHN RANDALL + JOHN MARTIN:
Mrs Ann Carolyn Wiles; Mr Rhys
Christopher Withers {jun.).

New First Fleet Ancestor: STEPHEN
MARTIN, Convict, Alexander.

BIRTHS

A warm welcome 1o the following New
First Fleeters:

ANDREW PHILIP BUCKLEY (FF
Edward Kimberley — Daniel Stanfield —
Alice Harmsworth — William Stanley).
18 April at Camden. Son to Vince and
Susan. A grandson for Bonney Savill.

SARAH JANE HANSEN (FF. Peter
Hibbs), 10 May 1995. A daughter to
Leanne and Mark Ifansen. Eighth

generation.

NATHAN DEAN ROD KNIGHT (EF
Peter Hibbs), 2 May 1995, A son o
Danicile Vella and Reodney  Knight
(deceased). Eighth peneration.

THE FIRST
GOVERNMENT
HOUSE SITE

The  Site  occupies & pre-cminent
position within the caltural heritage of
this nation. The Site, bevond all others,
svinbolises the colonial world of Eastern
Australia, For over half a century it was
the cpicentre of life in the new celony.
From this Site the Vice-Regal incumbent
controlled the future of Australia and
bevond in perhaps the most critical ime
in its history. It was also the most
important political post of the British
Empire in the Pacific and as such
represents the tangible accoutrements
of the political and administrative power
of the British Fmpire in the Age of
Imperialism.

This Vice-Regal vccupation of the Site
spanned the arrival of the convicts to
the dawn of the anti-transpoertation
debales - from the imperial outpost to
the birth of a free nation.

After the demolition of the Heouse the
Site remained largely vacant although
its former existence remained in the
minds of many. This existence was
brought to the public attention upon the
discovery of the foundation plate and a
few bricks in 1899

Becausce of the significance of these itens
they were placed within the Mitchel!
Library. The Royal Australian Histerical
Society erected a poreclain plaque on a
plinth commemorating the Site in 1918,
This remained in situ informing all passers-
by of the imporsance of the Site for another
70 years.

When preliminary redevelopment of the
Site revealed footings of the carliest,
1788, building the Fellowship of First
Fleetcrs and the Bloodworth Family
Association immediately met with the
developers. A public meeting followed
and the Friends of The First
Government House Site resulted.

The Friends unsuccessfully lobbied for the
cntire extant Site to be treated as a whole.
The then Minister for Planning and
Environment, Bob Carr, decided in 1987
to include the Thillip Street terraces in a
scparate conservation study and these
were then leased independently of the
remainder of the Site.

Success did however come in the form
of preserving the initial foetings and the
construction of a multi-slorey building
in such a wav as to permit the display
of the footings and the provision of an
interpretation centre. Al of this was
specified as a part of the design
competition launched on 30 November
1988,
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Despite all of this activity arising from a
recognition by the then Premier, Mr
Wran, that the impertance of the Site
derives from the footings and what the

represent the current arca is mooted as—

a Museum of Sydney having a forecourt
in which the footings are located. In the
apinion of the Friends, this distorts the
entire perspective on the Site,

To then further this distortion. signage
identifying the Site for why it has been
crected in minute letters. While others
might question the statutory power of the
THistoric Houses Trust o establish a
Muoscum  of  Swdney  without  any
connection in its operations to a historic
house. the concern of the Friends iswith a
fundamental issue of the role of the Site.

The Friends acknowledge that it is not a
simple task to convey the importance of
this site in the cultural heritage of the
nation.

But this does not seem to justify a
subsuming of the Site inte a musecum
dealing with the history of Sydney - as
nceessary and as worthy that may be.

For some 70 yvears only a few historians,
passers-by and these who worked on
the Site knew of its significance. After
more  than o decade  fighting  to
overceme this unjustified obscurity, the
fear exists that the current proposals will
result in the Site once more being
returned to that abscurity.

Walk to the Site, look around. Do you see
a Museum of Sydney emblazoned for all

to sec or can vyou readily spot the
significance of the Siie for all Australians?

It is difficult to find any reference to The
First Government House or its Site.

ROD BEST (#1116)

GLEBE WALK
SUNDAY 13 AUGUST
1.00 — 4.00pm

Place to meet
Dr H J Foley Rest Park
Cnr Glebe Point Road & Bridge Road,
Glebe

Cost $5.00

Robert Irving, well known historian and
author, will lead this walk of the
beautiful suburb of Glebe.

We will visit the Church of 5t John
Bishopthorpe and the Sze Yup Chinese
Temple. We will leam about the
historical architecture of the area as
weli as some conservation work and a
few good modem buiidings.

This walk is about 5 kilometres of fairly
steady, level walking so wear
comfortable shoes.



















TUNKS FIRST FLEET TOUR TO THE COLONY

How Private William Tunks
came lo join the Voyage of
the First Fleet to the Colony
of New South Wales.

William Tunks’s life in New South
Wales has been well documented
already. Joyce Cowell's book, "Memorial
to a Marine’, sets out his story from the
time when he arrived in Australia
aboard Sirius as a private in the
Marines. It also covers his transfer to
Norfolk Island, where he began a liaison
with a femalc convict, Sarah Lyvons, and
their subsequent resettlement in
Sydneytown,

William's family {descendants) trec has
also been thoroughly researched and
documented. However, till now, his
origins before boarding Sirius have been
clouded in mystery. 1 have now been
able to piece together a picture of
William Tunks's life prior to his
emigration to the embryo colony of New
South Wales. In doing so. ! have drawn
on information researched by Joyce
Cowell, and by her First Flect colleague
Alice Clarke. I have also drawn on the
information  supplied by English
researcher Gillian Hughes, who was
employed by the Tunks Descendants
Association to find out what records of
William’s  military career are in
existence. Ms Hughes's letters temised
a number of records searched. many of
which vyielded no references. However,
no attempt to collate the clues obtained
had been made.

I have sorted these clues into order and
there now emerges a picture of William’s
career in the Marines from 1778 o
1788, where it slots into his known
activitics in the Colony.

The Description Book discovered by
Alice Clarke whilst researching her own
forchears in England vields the only

clue to his birth, namely that he came
from Worcester and pave his age as 18,
Armed with these facts, [ have searched
the International Genealogical Index,
available on computer through Family
History Centres of the Church of Latter
Day Saints. There is only one William
Tunks (Tonks) born in Worcester
anywhere near the required period. He
was in fact 20 on cnlistment, not 18,
which could be explained simply by a
‘yes' answer to an enlistment officer’s
demand ‘are you 18, sonny?". There are
still considerable gaps in our knowledge
of our First Fleet ancestor, but 1 hope
that the foltowing may be of interest to
William's descendants, I have also been
successful in tracing William's family
tree back several generations.

William Tunks was baptised on 4 June
1758 in the parish of North and Middle
Littleton, Worcestershire, Engiand. This
village is in the picturesque Vale of
Eversham. noted for its agricultural
produce, particularly fruit. North and
Middle Littleton is about 25 kilometres
east of the city of Worcester and thus in
the north-east quarter of the county, the
sector  of  Worcestershire thar s
associated  with  coalmining and
hardware industries. William was the
son of John Tonks and Mary; ne
marriage is recorded between William's
parents. However, 21 months later, his
father married a Margaret Perkins in the
same village church.

In 1778 the 100th Company, Chatham
Division of Marines, was raised, in
response to the American War of
Independence. By 14 June of that year
we find William listed among this
company as follows: "Age 18. Height
5'4”. Hair/Complexion fair. Trade collier.
Born City of Worcester. Enlisted
14/3/1778.

During the latter half of 1780 Tunks was
not victualled ashore so  was
presumably at sea with the 100th
Company, or possibly a POW of the
Amgerican privateer The Bonhomme
Richard, which engaged and captured
HMS Serapis in September 1779,

In 1782, 100th Company of Chatham
Division was disbanded in response to
the end of the American War of
Independence, confirmed by the
cessation of pay and subsistence lists.
William Tunks was discharged from the
100th on 21 July 1783, and the peace
scttlement was in place from 29 July
onwards.

The next mention we find of William is
18 months later, when he appears in a
muster lst as a member of 69lh

[age 8

Company of Portsmouth Division, datea _

20 lanuary 1785. Portsmouth Division
was known to have been assigned
Worcestershire  and  Warwickshire
among others for a recruiting drive at
the time, so possibly William returned
to civilian life after the war then re-
enlisted when recruiting officers arrived
in his district.

Twenty menths later, on 20 September
1786, William was discharged from
HMS Ganges, a British training vessel
which forms part of the naval
establishment at Shotley, a harbourside
viliage in Essex on the east coast of
England, to Haslar Hospital. Haslar, in
Gosport which is near Portsmouth on
the south coast, has been the British
military hespital from its completion in
1753 — at the time the world’s largest
brick building - to the present time.

Meanwhile. discussions had been
taking place in England, now deprived
of an offshore prison in the American
colonies, to send a party of marines
together with a large complement of
convicts to the great unexplored land
bevond the East Indies discovered by
Captain Cook over a decade before.

A month later, while William probably
still languished in Hasiar Hospital,
HMS Sirius was being readied for this
voyage. She commenced wages and sea
victualling at Deptferd on 25 Qctober
1786, and two days later received her
warrant to sail with a complement of
160 men. William was being victualled
onshore at headquarters in Portsmouth
from 15 February 1787, when his age is
listed as 26, consistent with the original
two-year error when he first enlisted in

100th Company. Chatham Division. He —'

remained there until mustered in May
1787 for the voyage of the First Fleet.

William's activitics aboard HMS Sirius
were not remarked upon by his senior
officers. Coming from the strict class
system of eightcenth century England.
this is not surprising. although it might
be disappeinting to his descendants
trying to unravel his past. We therefore
can assume that he fulfilied his dutics
throughout  the  cight-month-long
voyage, until the First Fleet arrived in
Sydney Cove under the command of
Captain Arthur Phillip on 26 January
1788.

Judith M. Steele (#1112)
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