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These are the final
submissions for the 50th
anniversary Honour Roll of
First Fleet Descendants.

AUSTRALIA DAY

Winston Hills Rotary Club invites all First Fleet
Members and their friends to an “Australia Day
Flag Raising”. to celebrate the resteration of the
Sandstone Steps originally build by Convicts on
Toongabbie Creek.

In early days this area was a market garden and
evidence still exists of the convict houses and
the tale of the Hanging Tree, which is said to be
stifl standing.

A traditional Aussie Breakfast of Bacon. Eggs
and Damper follows the singing of the National
Anthem and raising of the flag.

An early starting time of 7 o’clock in the morning
concluding around 10 o'cleck allows time for
participation in other activities throughout the
day.

For more information on how to get there please
contact lohn Bourne {Rotarian) on 639 8618,

This concludes our column. We would like to
thank those members who contributed
throughout the year and wish everyone a very
merry Christmas with good heaith and
happiness for the New Year.
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‘The ‘Aluminium Almanac
of Bloopers’

n the upper terraces of First

Government House Place, the

Historic Houses Trust of NSW

has erected a series of engraved

metal plates  which are
supposed to form a diary of some of the
more important (and not so important)
events in Australian history. The Trust’s
choice of what it thinks is worth
commemordting is. at the very least,
debatable — but it is the clumsy historical
inaccuracies in the Almanac that really
demonstrate the lack of care taken in its
compilation. Then again, rumour has it
that the Almanac was put together by a
Melboumne academic. Might this ail just be
a case of interstate one-upmanship?

Below is set out a list of some of the
inconsistencies and errors which have
already been spotted in the Almanac.
You are invited to inspect the Almanac
for yourselves to see if you can find any
further mistakes.

1606-1699: No mention!

(Whatever happened to Janz, Hartog,
Houtman, Pelsart, Torres, Tasman,
Viamingh, Dampier and the rest?
1770: No mention!

(Whatever happened to Captain Cook?)
1782: “Ssu K'u’ Ch'uan Shu completes
his library in the four branches of

literature in Peking.’

{(What influence did these writings have
on the course of events in pre-Firs! Fleet

Austrafia which would merit  his

inclusion?)
26 January 1788: No mention!
(Whatever happened to the First Fleet?)

November 1791: 'Governor Phillip
speared by Aborigines.’

(Wrong! Governor Phillip was speared
in September 1720!)

1795: The first play performed by
permission.’

(Wrong! The first play, The Recruiting
Officer, was performed in 1789!)

April 1803: ‘First suicide in the colony.’

(Wrong! The most likely nominee for
this melancholy honour is James
Downey, who was found hanging in his
hut in October 17911)

January 1808: ‘Governor
arrested in the Rum Rebellion.’

Bligh

February 1808: ‘Governor Bligh bans
traffic in rum and spirits.’

{After he was arrested? Wrong again!
Governor Bligh banned the traffic in
rum and spirits in February 1807!)

From the ‘Site Gazette’, newsletter of
‘The Friends of First Government House
Site.”’
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‘THE STRANDS OF ANTHONY
ROPE AND ELIZABETH PULLEY’

Consideration is being given to a Reprint (NOT an Update) of

this popular history.

Many people have phoned and written for copies which I was
unable to supply. A reprint will only be available IF

SUFFICIENT ORDERS ARE PLACED.

Any person interested please send a stamped. self addressed
envelope {or details to Sylvia Taylor, 44 Coerabin Crescent,

Toormina 2452,

Please advise friends and relatives who may be interested. If
any member of a Family History Society can place a notice in
their newsletter (ar no cost) it would be greatly appreciated.

THIS 15 NOT A COMMERCIAL VENTURE AND [ NEED TO

COVER ALL COSTS.
Sylvia Taylor (#5595), (066) 532483
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A WORD FROM
WOLLONGONG

Joy Cordeiro (#6155) writes illustrating
a simple way in which to promote the
Fellowship:

During the past few months. here in the
Wollongong area. I have had opportunities
to represent the Fellowship on three
occasions and thought you may like to
know about them.

During Heritage Week, T set up a small
exhibition of my own charts and books
and of course my convict and marine
forbears. The weather was dreadful but
my position was inside, thank goodness.

I found the chart on the First Fleel ships
attracted the most attention especially
from the children, the adults were very
curious 1o see if they could recognise a
name they knew on the crew lists.

I was quite pleased when three folk
made known they had First Fleeters, but
sad when they showed no interest in our
organisation. Another two were lapsed
members!

One lecal View Club asked me to be
their guest speaker, and speak. of
course, on the first voyage.

From that another invitation to do the
same at Wollongong Wesley Creative
Learning Group - the history group.

From these last two talks, 1 think I covered
70 people. I think I did a "reasonable job,
but there is never enough time given for all
the questions that people like to ask.

In the future, 1 believe 1 will be asked to
speak about my five days on the

Endeavour and that should give me= o

another chance to bring in the first year
of the Colony.
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INQUIRIES

Mrs Joan Mootre (#6124) of 31

Donaldson Street, Bradbury
2560, ancestor Edward
Humphreys, would like to

contact Miss Margaret K. Turner
to exchange information.

Mrs Jennifer 1. Thomas
(#6384}, 41 Wadham Parade,
Mt Waverley, Vic. 2149, is
locking for descendants of First
Fleeters Patrick Burn and Ann
Smith. Particularly those who
are descended from their son
Thomas Burn and his wife
Laeritia (Lydia) Alcock.






A NATION BY DESIGN?

The following Is a Preface to a report on the vovage of the First
Fleet to Australia which was written by an officer cn the Prince
of Wales, and printed in 1797. It is thought unlikely that the
prejace was written by the officer.

It makes one wonder if, as some proponents claim, there were not
some other reason than clearing the hulks of England of their
unwelcome guests for the vovage of 1788. It would seem there was
a genuing desire to set up o vioble colonv of settlers and establish a
genuine expression of interest in the Pacific.

PREFACE 'The employment and preservation of Convicts has
always been the peculiar object of political concern in every
well regulated state. In England they have never been
expatriated. but constantly sent to some distani settlement or
colonisation. For above a century, America has been the place
to which such unfortunate objects have been relepated; but
since the unhappy civil war, government seems to have been
at a loss whither to send their felons. To keep them at home
has been found inconvenient. as too great 2 number employed
together defeat the purpose of any reformation, and besides
endanger the quietness of civil society. For some time such
unhappy convicts as have infringed the laws of their country
have been employed at Woolwich, te raise works f{or the
service of the warren; and for that purpose hulks of old men
of war have been stationed there for their reception; but time,
which discovers zll things, in a few years shewed the absurdity
of this scheme: for Englishmen are not like foreigners, they are
born free, and whatever their crimes may be, while on English
ground, they cannot forfeit their natural right so as to become
slaves, and altho' confined in the trammels of apparent
slavery, they know their birth right and thal a few years will
restore them to the full enjoyment of it. Thus circumstanced it
is not wondcrful if their morals were not much mended; they
were bad subjects before they came there, and most, when
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FIRST FLEETER EDWARD GOODIN

A dedication service is scheduled for Sunday, 14 January
1996, at St. Anne's Anglican Church, Ryde, for a memorial
plaque to be attached to the tombstone of First Fleeter Edward
Goodin. Edward Goodin was born 1762 in England and died
aged 77 on 5 [anuary 1839.

The Mayor of Ryde City Council. Councillor Jim Hull, has
accepted an invitation to raise the Queen Anne flag that will
be covering the tombstone.

The President of the Ryde Historical Society has also accepted
an invitation to attend this dedication service.

Former President of the Fellowship of First Fleeters, JTames
Donohoe, a descendant of Edward Goodin, will be arranging
for the reading of the culogy.

The dedicatien will follow the 9.30 Morning Service. Although
the Service is open to everybody. we seek the presence of as
many descendants of Edward Goodin as possible to be with
us on this day.

The St. Anne’s Churchyard Trust is in the process of having the
cemetery resiored. Numerous tombstones have been replaced to
their original sites and included in these are Edward Goodin and
his wife. Ann, and other members of their family.

Five known First Fleeters are buried in St. Anne's churchyard.
They arc Iohn Small, James Bradley, Edward Goodin, Toseph
latron, Richard Hawkes.
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liberated, turned out worse members of seciety than before
their confinement.

‘The multiplicity of laws which are only to be compared in
their effect to no laws at all, as the distributors of those laws
can always find some to countenance their partiality, having
for these late year multiplied the number of felons to such a
degree. that every jail was full of convicts witheut any place
where to transport them for their own reformation and the
public safety; a plan was at last adopted, which, while it gave
them an opportunity of reforming, and as it were renewing
their misspent lives, at the same time, cut off all hopes of
returning to their old associates in iniquity. The unfrequented
tract thither. the advantage of solitude, the necessity of
cultivating the land for their own support; the prospect of their
conneciing ameong themselves for their mutual defence, were
thought sufficient reasons to put the plan in execution:
perhaps the distant idea of replacing lost colonies, might
operate some way lowards it. However that may be, Botany
Bay, an island on the coast of New Holland, first discovered
by Captain Cook, was the destined spot, by our legislators, for
the seclusion of these bad subjects. Accordingly seven vessels
were engaged by government in the month of lanuary 1787,
for the purpose of conveying male and female convicts to this
distant settlement.

‘The command of this fleet was given to Captain Phillips (sic},
who immediately hoisted his broad pendant as Commodore
of the squadron; he had the peculiar indulgence from
government to chuse ail his own officers. Every article which
could be thought of use to the settlers was pul on board by
government, and the account of his voyage which has been
lately authenticated by official advices. is here offered to the
public for their satisfaction as well as those who have any
concern with those exiles.'
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Memorial plaques have been placed on the tombstones of
John Small and James Dradley. The tombstone of joscph
Hatton and Richard Hawkes are missing.

FRANCES HANNAH CLEMENT

The Fellowship of First Fleeters in conjunction with the
Arndell Family Association will be having a dedication service
for a memorial plaque attached to the tombstone of Frances
Hannah Clement on Sunday, 21 [anuary 1996, commencing
at 11.30am.

Frances was born on 21 January 1788 on Lady Penrhyn while
the First Fleet was anchored in Botany Bay. Her mother was
Elizabeth Dalton whe later married Thomas Arndell; her
father was John Clement.

The Arndell Family Association will be having a family picnic
at nearby Parramatta Park on this day.

The President of the Arndell Family Association, Mr Bob
Davis, will read the eulogy for Frances Hannah Clement and
the Reverend Seton Arndell, also a descendant of Thomas
Arndell, will dedicate the tombstone in St. John's Cemctery.
Parramatta.

For further information on the event and the family picnic,
please contact Bob Davis on (02) 477 1138.

DOUGLAS OAKES, lagues Convenor
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