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I 
PATRON: His Excellency the Honourable Gordon Samuels, AC, Governor of New South Wales 

PreJident~ report 

F
ro m a ll repor ts our Aust ra lia Day 
lunc heon was a resound ing success. 
Maybe no t so much fin anc ia lly , but 
mo re impo rta ntly a celebra tion of 

Fe llowship, a celebra tion of our a bid ing debt to 
the pioneers o f o ur nation. 

TV statio n C ha nne l 7 was p resent, to p1·esent 
some facet of'our Austra lian h isto ry to be shown 
fo r the world-w id e coverage of' the Oly mpic 
Games. Let's ho pe that the opening ceremony is 
not over-politically correct and that there is some 
facet of the beginnings of European settlement of 
our country . 

On Austra lia Day I po ke to Ray Had ley 
(f.F. Thomas Spe ncer//\ la,y Phillips) on Sy dney 
s ta tion 2U E about the F ellowsh ip 
;;tnd its releva nce to the First 

T he re was a sp lendid a rtic le in The A11,1trnlia11 
newspape r on Aust ralia Day, which Featured our 
D eputy Convenor of the M embership Committee, 
Joy Pankhurs t (FF M atthew Everingham), a nd 
H ilda M aclean ( FF H en ry Ka b le/Susanna h 
H o lmes) . I must congra tula te Joy on he r 
presenta tion - most histor ically correct! 

Recently in the N SW media there has been 
a move by some p romine nt members of our 
community to move our National Day from 26 
J anua ry. Is this a sop for reconcilia tion ? May I 
say on your beha lf that this day is not negotiable! 
W e cong ra tu late the Pre mie r of N ew Sou t h 
\1/ales, the Ho n. Bob Carr, on his s tance and, 
indeed , his Treasu rer, the Hon, Michae l Egan (FF 

H enry Kable/Susan nah Holmes) 
for his stance to keep this day as our 

Settlement. I w ished to emp hasise ... OUR FIRST ARRIVALS a tional Day . T he 26 J anua ry is 
rea lly something special because 
two to three genera tions hence of' 
Au stralia ns, a ll Aust ra lians 

that our first a rrivals were unw illing 
exiles, jettisoned from o ne hos ti le 
envi ronment to another. It was an 
accident in history that they arrived 

WERE UNWILLING 

EXILES .. . 

in this la nd inhabited by ind igenous 
people w ho had been he re for many, many years. 
Over the past fou r o r fi ve ge ne ration s many 
d escendants of those orig inal in habitants have 
become fore bears o f' F irst F leete rs! ! Could this 
be a starting point for reconc iliation . 

Ray Hadley is a very proud Fi rs t Fleete r, and 
we look for-ward to welcomi ng him into the ranks 
of our· Fellowship. 

OJ1 Sunday 23 Janua ry I was present a t the 
~ tage Se rvice a t Holy Trinity Church and was 

pnv,leged to read both Lessons a t this celebra tion 
of D ivine Service in honour of our first arrivals. 

Again, as in 1988, we a re, as d escenda nts o f 
Firs t Fleete rs, of inte nse interest to th e Japanese 
media. Three o f us have been inte rview ed , Agnes 
Ake rs (FF Thomas Ake rs), Warw ic k Wilk inson 
(FF Henry Kable/S usannah Holmes), a nd myself 
(FF Will ia m Tunks). They also w is h to televise 
a meeting of the Executive ! ! 

reg a rd less o f th e ir d escendan ts' 
a r r ival, t he celebratio n o f' th e 

ge~esis of our· nation shou ld be on 26 J anuary 
each year, forever!! 

There w ill be a welcome at First F leet Ho use 
for new (a nd 'Old') me mbers on S unday 
14 May next and S unday 22 O ctober next. 
Please f'eel free to visit y our headquarters and sec 
ho w w e e ndea vour to spread th e word w ith 
regard to o ur p ioneers. 

It was a delight to w elcome Colin Lawless (FF 
Thomas Chipp/ Henrietta Langley) recently, w ith 
his w if'e Margaret, a t First f leet H o use. Colin is 
exactly one of o u r members out there w ho is not 
o nly proud of' our her itage but spreads the word, 
regardless of w he the r we a re descended bonded 
or free, our forebears laid the foundatio ns of' this 
beloved nation of ours today. 

In Fe llowship, 

PETER 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
FOR PERIOD 25 NOVEMBER 1999 
TO I 2 JANUARY 2000 

\Ve extend a warm welcome to new 
members joined during this period - 13 
adults, two juniors, three spouse 
associates. 

WILLIAM BOGGIS: Miss Laura 
Margaret Priestley (jun.). 

ANN FORBES: Mrs Beverley Joan 
Stockley (sp. Mr Cecil Sydney Stockley). 
Major Roderick David White. 

ROBERT FORRESTER: Mrs Dianne 
Louise Millar. 

JOHN GRIFFITHS: Mrs Joyce 
Lorena Barron. 

DAVID KILPACK: Mr Rodney David 
Thompson. 

EDWARD KIMBERLEY + JAMES 
MORRISBY + DANIEL STANFIELD 
- ALICE HARJ\I\SWORTH - JACOB 
BELLETT: l'vlr Arthur Owen Chipman 
(sp. Mrs Judith Fay Chipman). 

NATHANIEL LUCAS - OLIVIA 
GASCOIGNE+ JAMES SQUIRE: 
Miss Christine M. Holland, Mrs Phyllis 
Margaret Kandelas. 

RICHARD PARTRIDGE: Mrs Janice 
Phillips. 

FIRST FLEET HOUSE 
RENOVATION 

JOSHUA PECK: M iss Erin Kathryn 
Bowden, Miss Laura Maree Grace 
Bowden (jun.), Mr Perry Roy Bowden. 

WILLIAl\1 ROBERTS: Mrs Margaret 
Anne Schenken. 

JAMES WRIGHT: Mrs Judith 
Margarita J\ll.urray-Fraser. 

Spouse Associate of Earlier J\ll.ember: 
Mrs Elizabeth Dawn Smith wife of Mr 
Victor John Smith. 

Additional First Fleet Ancestors: 
Thomas Spencer - Mary Phillips + 
William Tunks to John Herbert­
Deborah Ell am for# J 443 Marie Esther 
Fardell. 

DEATHS 
Deepest sympathy is extended to the 
fami lies of the following: 

DORIS JEAN HARRIS (#2703) 
passed away 3 January 2000. 
Descendant of First Fleeters Andrew 
Goodwin and Lydia Munro. 

JEAN WALKER MANGLESON 
(#5505), died 23 October 1999, aged 
83. An adored wife and mother, leaving 
a saddened 13 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren. 

BIRT~S 
Welcome to additional First Fleeters. 

CRYSTAL CHERIE HEALEY (F.F. 
Joseph Tuzo), 5 December 1999. A 
sister for Troy and fifth grandchild for 
Janet (#3574) and Harry Healey. 

LILLIAN MARGARET LOUISE 
MURR_AY (F.F. John Cross - Mary 
Davison [Lady Ju liana 1790]), 5 
November 1999 at Sydney Adventist 
Hospital, a daughter to Neil and Nereda, 
and a sister for two-year-old Hunter. A 
granddaughter to Len (#2437) and Lola 
Murray and to Bob and Wendy Puffett. 
Seventh generation. 

A SNIPPET OF 
HISTORY 
It was recorded that George Johnston 
married Esther Julian on IO November 
1814, the marriage performed by the 
Rev. Samuel Marsden. Both were 
married at the home of Isaac and 
Rosanna Nicolls, Rosanna being the 
daughter of Esther arriving on the First 
Fleet. The home in question is still 
standing in the grounds of Concord 
Hospital. P.G.C. 

The Fellowship of First Fleecers took up 
residence in First Fleet House in March 1988 
when it was officially opened by the then 
Governor of New South Wales, Sir James 
Rowland. One of the guests at the opening was 
Rear-Admiral David Martin, who was to become 
the next Governor of New South Wales and the 
Fellowship's patron. Rear-Admiral Sir David Martin 
was a descendant of First Fleecers George 
Johnston and Esther Abrahams. 

months the backyard has been tiled, a new door 
has been installed from the front room to the 
patio.The framework around the doorway from 
the kitchen to the backyard has been replaced and 
the side window has been repaired.A gate has also 
been installed on the rear access to Crown Street, 
Woolloomooloo. 

An electrician and a plumber were engaged to 
attend to a few electrical and plumbing repairs. 
These jobs were done so that the premises could 
he fully painted both indoors and also the front 
facade . 

The painters will be starting on Monday, 
21 February 2000, and expect to take about two 
weeks.The office will be open during the painting. 

Closing date for 
copy and pictures 
March/April issue 

March 24 2000 

OFFICE HOURS 
The Executive Committee of the time only had 

the front room painted at the beginning as money 
was tight. 

It is pleasing to report that over the last few 
ALICE CLARKE 
House Committee 

CTI 

I 0.00am lb 3.00pm 
Monday to Friday 
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HOLIDAY TO LORNE 
Pick Up on 21 March at Bay 45, Spencer Street 
Coach Terminal at 1.00pm. 

Return to Spencer Street a t approximately 
l 1.00am on 28 March. 

Balance of money du e t o be paid by 
Wednesday , l March. 

Cost: $603 Double; $684 Single (less deposit 

paid) . 

JANE LANGLEY FAMILY 
ASSOCIATION 

The final cut-off date for information to be 
included in the book about the life and times 
of Jane Langley, Thomas Chipp & Henrietta is 

30APRIL 2000 
Any descendants who wish their stories, 

photographs, etc to be included in the book 
must have their information to 

Helen Silk, 87 Arabella Street. Longueville, 
by this date. 

Book launch scheduled for 
Australia Day 200 I . 

DESCENDANTS OF 
DANIEL AND 

ELIZABETH JURD 
(Elizabeth was the daughter of 
William Douglas, Firs\ Fleeter) 

Please contact 
Peter R. Stewart, Marist College,Ashgrove 

PO Box 82ASHGROVE Qld 4060 
who is preparing a volume of the Family Tree. 

FIRST FLEETER 
ELIZABETH HAYWOOD 

As a descendant of Elizabeth Haywood (via 
Margaret Nichols b. c.1796, Charlotte 

Martha Hayes b. 1821 and Henry Joseph 
Pyke b. 1846, et al.) I would like to 

correspond with the members with an 
interest in any of these persons. 

My address is: Mr Ross Hills, 65 I Huon 
Road, Fern Tree, Tas. 7054, 

or: E-maildj-hills@tassie.net.au 

CD 

Hunter YalJey Chapter of 
Fellowship of Fi~t Fleeters 
Meetings of the Chapter are held at the Joy 
Cummings Centre, Scott Street, Newcastle, at 
1.30pm on the third Saturday of each month. 
Information: President, Mr Ray Meredith, on 
(02) 4943 1246. 

North C0ast Chapter of 
Fellowship of First Fleeters 
MEETING DATES AND VENUES FOR 2000 

6 FEBRUARY 

Boambee Bay Reserve 
2 APRIL 
Home of Ron and Pal Benjamin, Mackays Road, 
Coffs Harbour. Phone (02) 6652 7283. Turn right 
into Mackays Rd. from Bray St. (Baringa 
H ospital) and keep following Mackays Rd. over 
the Railway line a nd veer slightly right and then 
left and you w ill see a milk can with 'Mackay's 
Private Rd'. Follow this road to the end. Do not 
take any right or left forks. (There will be small 
Australian flags to guide you.) 
4 JUNE 
Mona a nd J ack Keough, 49 Rosedale Drive 
U runga 
6 AUGUST 

Boambee Bay Reserve 
8 OCTOBER 
Home of J\ilary and Jim Kell, 'Coramba Park', 
880 Coramba Rd., Leigh (Dorrigo) 
3 DECEMBER 
Home of Robyn and Tony Cond lirfe, 13 
McGregor C L. Bayldon (off Linden Ave) 

All Meetings start at 11.30am. 
If you require transport to any Venue please 

contact Secretary, Robyn Condliffe phone 
(02) 6653 3615. 

Northern Rivers Chapter of . 
Fellowship of First Fleeters 
Except for the month of January when the 
meeting of the Chapter is always held on Australia 
Day other meetings throughout 2000 will be held 
on the third Sunday of the months of March, May, 
July, September and November. Details of these 
a nd the venue ca n be obtained by phoning 
President Rod Davis on (02) 6680 2768 or 
Secretary Narissa Phelps on (02) 6628 01 92. 

II 



t he Australia Day Luncheon, held on Saturday, 
22 January 2000, took place in Cello's, the magnificent 
dining-room of the NSW Masonic Club, 105 Castlereagh 

Street, Sydney. 

One hundred and thirty-four were catered for, ten more 
than attended last year, and was the largest number that has 
been in attendance for a number of years. This appears to 
indicate having the Function on the Saturday closest to Australia 
Day is proving popular. 

OUI- Patron, His Excellency the Honourable Gordon 
Samuels AC, Governor of New South Wales, and Mrs Samuels 
were the guests of honour. On arriva l they were welcomed by 
President Peter Christian and Mrs Christian. Miss Rebecca 
Small was presented to NI.rs Samuels as they arrived and gave 
her a posy of flowers. 

The President welcomed a ll those in attendance. Mrs Beryl 
Lewis, a Past President, said the grace for the luncheon to be 
served and after the luncheon Ron Maguire gave the Loyal 
Toast. 

tn 
The President tben invited His Excellency to address tbe 

assembly. Miss Alice Clarke was asked to respond on beha lf 
of all present lo the Governor's address. Mr Pete,· Christian 
fo llowed with the toast 'The Day We Celebrate'. [His 
Excellency's Address and Mr Peter Christian's toast are 
included in their entirety on pages 6 and 7 in this issue.] 

To conclude, the National Anthem - two verses - was 
su ng with gusto. 

Before leaving, the Governor and Mrs Samuels were 
escorted by the President and 1\1.rs C h,·istian to the many 
tables to enab le the guests lo be presented. 

I take this opportunity to thank the following for their 
contribution in organising tbe Luncheon: Ron and Zona 
Magui,·e lia ising with Cello's Restaurant on our behalf; the 

speakers for their part; most importantly Phyll is Selby and 
Bonney Sa vi ii who handled the bookings and made up the table 
a llocations; Shirley Lord w ho played hostess at the door w hilst 
we were in the boardroom meeting the Governor and Mrs 
Samuels; a nd finally the members who attended, for without 
them the luncheon would not have been the success it was. 

DOUGLAS OAKES 
Maste r Of Ceremonies 

CD 
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Guhernatorial S eech !cc 
AUSTRALIA D~ LUNCH 
H

is Excel lency the Honourable Gordon Samuels AC, 

Governor of New South Wales, in his address to the 
membership a nd friends at the Australia Day luncheon 

said: 
President and Mrs C hristian, members of the Executive 

Committee; members of the Fellowship, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Once again my w ife and I have the considerable p leasure 

of reaping t he benefits of my patronage of the Fellowship by 
joining w ith you in this delightful a nnua l celebration. 

This year, there are two aspects of the gathering w hich are 
of particular note . First of a ll, th is is the last annua l luncheon 
of the Fellowship w hich will take p lace in the twentieth 
century and the second mill ennium. Now I will have to 

apologise to my w ife la ter o n for mentioning this, because she 
feels that I y ield too readily to my natura l lawyer's desire for 
accuracy by rejecting the emotional view that we have somehow 
got one year ahead of ourselves. In the long run I suppose that 
it is a ll for the best; because we can e njoy two sets of 
celebrations, for w hich manufacturers of fireworks will be duly 
grateful. 

Secondly, this w ill be, on any view, if the Fellowship sticks 
to its ordinary timetable, the last opportunity to salute 

prospectively the centenary of our nation's fede ration. 
I have not conducted a ny schola rly research into this topic, 

but I would dare to g uess that there cannot be many countries 
w hic h have two such vital and fundamental anniversaries to 
celebrate. It cannot be doubted that 26 January, 1788, marking 
as it did the commencement of w hite sett lement in this ancient 
land, also marks t he beginning of our mode rn Australia n 
society. It is, of course, true tha t descendants of those w ho 
arrived in Sydney w ith the First Fleet a re in a g reat minority 
among Austra lian people, and have long been so. But these 
pioneers and the ir early descendan ts played a n immense a nd 
immeasu rably influentia l role in the format ion qf"the Austra lia n 
commu nity, and are entitled to a s pecial degree of tribute a nd 

respect. 
The re was the refore much to recommend 26 January 

1788 as the a nniversary to be celebrated as Foundation Day, 
as it was first called . Governor M.acquarie held the first official 
celebration in 1818; and , of course, the Austrnlia Day Regatta, 
w hi ch was originally called the Ann iversary Regatta, was 

Cordeiro, the 'not too shy' commuter 
I am a great bel iever in the wearing of na me tags in the 
appropriate situations. I like to wear my tag w hen l go to church 
so tha t new folk w ill fee l com fortable by knowing my na me, 
w hich may lead to wonderful conversations and for the m, a 
feeling of belonging ... that's my opinion anyway. 

Once again 'o n the way home from the Fellowship lunch ' 
the train was packed a t Central and I had to ask three very 
obvious overseas people if they would mind i[ l could have the 

first held in the summer of 1836. The fiftieth anniversary of 
Phillip's landing was enthusiastically commemorated in Sydney 
w ith, to add a modern touch, 'crackers and rockets' ending the 
day's festivities. ' 

So, by the time that Federation occurred in 1901 Australia 
Day was established. C uriously , it was not until 1946 that a ll 
States a nd Territories identified 26 January as Australia D ay. 
That title had been selected in 1935 by the Commonwealth 
Government and adopted by all States and Territories except 
New South Wales, which continued to prefer Anniversary Day 
for some a rcan e reason which I have not been able to establish. 

But a nyway, Federation, though of the most vi tal 
s ignificance, was a n event of a somewhat different nature 

from the land ing of the First F leet upon Sydney's t he n 
inhospitable shore. It was an essentially poli tical and intellectual 
occasion, which did not stimulate the emotional response 

readily generated by the stoical determination of our first 
settlers facing the unknown. 

Some consideration of these aspects of our history 
emphasises, it seems to me, just how short our history is, and 
how recently even ts of great influe nce and importance have 
occurred. As we a ll appreciate, 212 years in the eyes of our 
indigenous peoples, and indeed in the view of many Europeans, 
is the mere blink of a n eye. In only I 00 years we have created 
and established a nation; but it was not until 1949 that separate 
Australia n citizenship became law for the first time. And it was 
only three years before in 1946, t hat the Queen appointed the 
firs t Austra lian Governor of New South W ales. It was as 
lately as 1994 that for the first time a ll States and Territories 
began to celebrate Australia Day on the actual day - the 26 
January- rather than as an appendage to the nearest weekend. 

The celebration of Australia Day has undergone some 
va riations, but remains Australia's great national anniversary. 
H oweve1·, Firs t F leeters can spare a cheer for the anniversary 
of federation. They are entitled to feel a special connection w ith 
that event a lso. W ithout t heir ancestors, no w hi te settlement, 
no federation, no Australian nation. 

My wife and I offer you all. and the Fellowship of First 
Fleete_rs, the warmest wishes for the new year, and for the 
vigorous co ntin uation of the work of the Fellowship in 
honouring our pioneers. 

seat on w hich a ll their bags were placed, muttering, that it was 
a long time to stand to Wollongong. I sat and 'became' 
fasc inated by t he extremely nice looking African gen tle ma n 
s itting opposite me ... His comp lexio n was very dark, his hair 
tailored, and his face just oozed personality. (The other chappie 
came from Pakistan and the beautifu l looking young woman 
from India.) 

CI) 



The Pre<1iJmt 4 the Fel/001<1hip of Fir<,t Fleete,~, e.i.:pre<1,,ed th► 
Awtralia Day toa,Jt at the Luncheon to celebrate the 26 Janwzry 1788 

J/our Excellency, Mrs Samuels, 
members and friends - Today, 
as your President, I am more 

tnan well aware that I a m once again 
preaching to the converted. The genesis 
of o ur native land was unparalleled in 
history - 775 unwilling exiles, guarded 
by some 220 marines, founded a nation 

2 12years ago. 
This is a historic fact!! 
T hose w ho think it fas hionable and 

politically corr ect would call this an 
invasion. Each member of the Fellowship 
he re today is only too well aware of the 
part played by his or her ancestor and 
subsequent descendants in the formation 
of our nation. First F leeters a nd their 
descendants have contributed more than 
their share - one only has to read not 
only the epic volume Fo1111r)e1;1 o/'Awtra/1,1 

by one of our li fe members, Mollie G illen 
AM, but o ther efforts by contemporary 
members; to name a few, A Rich 
h1h,·rila11ce, T,·1111.•porter) to P11l'tlrh:1e, A Lilt/,, 
Rope Goe., 11 Lo11_q Wt1y, lf/il/1,1m Broughton 
1111d the Ke1111a)y Co1111ecti,111 , Where f'i,A 
F/eefe,;, Lie, A 1/lm1ortizl to 11 1ll,mi1e - a nd 
the list goes on and on. 

Fi,·st Fleeters may proudly claim to 
have given this nation one Governor­
General, two recent Governors of the 
State of New South Wales, one Premier 
of that same State in addi tion to ma ny 
thousands of pioneers in three or four 

gene rations w h o have contributed in 

some way to .the d evelopment of t his 
country. 

I have recently received a book , 
Orpha ns of History, w hic h wi ll be 
released early in February this year. l t 
is an inte nsely fascinating story of young 
people, some convic ts, some f'ree, of the 
First Fleet. John Hudson, a nine-year­
old chimney sweep in London , was 
sentenced to seven years transportation. 
He was thirteen when he arrived o n 26 
J anuary 1788. The last record we have 
of John Hudson was that he was marked 
off stores in October 1795. Maybe a t 
some ti me in the future the Fellowship 
may un ear th descendants of this 
unfortunate lad. We are also to ld of th e 

two-yea r-old daughter of Esther 
Abrahams w ho with her mother were 
destined to be matriarchs of foundi ng 
families. 

We here today on ly know too well 
the stories of inc redible hardships and 
successes of these outcasts from a distant 
land at the dawn of the twenty-first 
centu ry. 

The Fe llowship of First Fleeters 
claims a membersh ip of a multicultural 
mix, yes and many descendants who 
claim aboriginal heritage. Member Val 
Ross in one of her volumes of the 
Everingham fam ily notes that in 1988 
there were at least 133 descendants 

c la iming abo riginal plus F irst Fleet 
descent from the youngest son, John. 

A good stating point for 
reconci liation? 

Tod ay t here are some well-meaning 
and perhaps a trifle idealistic members 
of our communi ty who seem to have a 

problem w ith regard to a date 
Australians shou ld celebrate thei r 
national day. 

On behalf of the Fellowship may I 
congratulate our State Premier, the Hon. 
Bob Carr, on his stance for the keeping 
of' our na tional day as 26 January. 

The Day We Celebrate is indeed 
unique in the a nna ls of' human 
end eavour. We a ll jorn together 
regardless of race, c reed and politics to 
honour those who founded our nation as 
we know it today. 

' In hell boat convict ships they came 
They toiled by blood and sweat and 
pa111 
By sufferi ng they carved the ir name 
In history's book of fame 
They were Australia's p ioneers 
Their visions shone above their fears 
Hard work - hard time - for years 
and years 
Salute our pioneers.' 
Advance Australia Fair. 

Please join me in the toast 'The Day 
We Celebrate.' 

·························································· ······················································; ··········· ······················································································ ························ ·······• ·• ·········-

As most of you would already know I am not 'too shy ' and 
that my husband was origina lly from India. I finally decided 
to lea n forward a nd ask him w hic h country he came from a nd 
was he a visitor to our country . Yes, a ll three, were studying 
at Wollongong U nivers ity and 'Chedda' told me he came from 
N igeria 

H e then asked me what Fellowship of the First F leeters 
meant reading off my badge. imagine my amazement w he n they 

~ ew and were aware of the first landing and the early days 
of settl ement. They wanted to know more and w ho were my 
forebears etc. As they were a ll medical doctors doing their 
Masters degree in Public H ealth they then fired quest ions at 
me as to the progress from those early days to the present health 
system and, very importa ntly, w hat was my opinion as to the 
role of the extended fami ly in this mod ern society as to a n 
individua l and his materialistic wealth. 

I used all my knowledge of o ur wonderful F irst Fleeters 
telling how each came as an individual and w hy - surviving 

w ith the he lp of their friend - then mostly for Females 'being 
chosen ' and those relationships producing large numbern of 
children, many of w hom did not live of course, but each elder 
chi ld helping t~e younger as their age increased a nd in most 
cases fam ilies would try and support each other in difficu lt 
times, rig ht down through the years unt il. I fe lt, the last 20 
years. lt is t he n in my humble opinion that loving and caring 
for one's fe llow man began to crumble . 

Their q uestions were fascinating a nd I was a bsolutely 
thrilled to have this golden opportunity telling these visitors 
the his tory of our g reat a nd muc h loved forebears - and it was 
because of that extended fa mily that today we had all gathered 
together to honour them 

It was a sha me that my journey had to fin ish at Woonona 
as we were still flat out talking of' our different cultures, but 
oh w ha t a wonderful day for me. 

JOY CORDEIRO 

CTI 



 

t he Saturday Travel Section of the Sydney Morning Herald 
seems the most unlikely place one would expect to read 
about one's humble First Fleet Forebear, Sarah Bellamy, 

aged fifteen years when convicted of stealing approximately 
fifteen and a half guineas, in July, 1785. 

John Huxley a roving reporter for Qantas and British 
Travel Association was promoting Birmingharrr, England's 
second city, as a good place to stay to explore Shakespeare's 
Stratford-on-Avon, Warwick Castle and Worcester with 
its Famous cathedral and cricket ground. But of the 
many historic and attractive villages in the 
Midlands it was Belbroughton that won his 
attention, and he wrote: 'Black and white half­
timbered cottages. High, flower dotted, bird 
fretted hedgerows. An imposing pink 
sandstone parish church. And scarecrows! 
On this special weekend, the postcard-
pretty village of Belbroughton has been 
invaded by scarecrows. Dozens of them. 

'They are everywhere: poachers 
pull ing fish from the stream, posties 
leaping out from behind pillar boxes, 
druni,s slouching over a pint at the pub, 
newly weds posing for pictures in front 
of the chu rch. 

'Plumbers, priests, little Bo Peeps 
... all await the judges of the "annual 
stuffup" to provide the results of this 
year 's "straw poll ", for the village's best 
scarecrow. Strolling through the narrow 
twisting, turning streets of Belbroughton 
- hidden cosily in the 'heart of England', 
barely thirty minutes from Britain 's second 
city, Birmingham - there is so much to delight 
and to distract the eye that it is easy to miss the 
simple plate afixed to a low wall beside the Village 
Green.' The word ing on the plate reads: 

Sarah Bellamy born in Belbroughton, 1770, was 
convicted of theft and transported to Australia on 
Lady Penrhy n as part of the First Fleet, 13 May 1787. 
Belbroughton History Society e,·ected the plaque to mark 
the visit of her descendants in the Bicentennial Year, 13 May 
1987. 
Sarah Bellamy was baptised at Belbroughton, Wores, on 

3 Februa,y J 770 as daughter of Richard Bellamy and Elizabeth 
Staunton. At the age of nine she was apprenticed to a loca l 
farmer and by 1785 was employed by Benjamin Hadon, a 
weaver, a t nearby Dudley. At Worcester on 9 July 1785 she 
was sentenced to transportation for seven years for theft of a 
purse and money belonging to Hadon. The purse was valued 

~ at twopence, the money totalled 16pounds 5s 6d and with two 
promissory notes another I 5pounds 5s. At the trial Sarah 
'guiltily prayed to be publicly whipp'd at afternoon of the 
next two market days' but was disregarded. She remained in 
jail at Worcester until 25 November 1786 when she was 

ordered to Southwark jail tollwait delivery to a transport. With 
21 other female convicts from this jail she was conveyed by 
wagon for embarkation at Gravesend on Lady Penrhyn on 31 
January 1787. She bore a child on board towards the end of 
the voyage. 

At Port Jackson on IO February 1788 her son Joseph by 
Joseph Downey was baptised and died two weeks later. In the 
Colony Sarah lived in a two-room house with two doors and 

a window, and a hearth for a fire, on the east side of the 
Cove. 1 ~ was probably constructed by James 

Blood:..Vorth by whom she bore a son baptised 
James Bellamy Bloodworth on 17 October 1790. 

Sarah a nd Bloodworth would have eight 
children and lose four of them in infancy : 

they would become a couple much respected 
in the community . In 1806 Sarah was 
,·ecorded with one male and two female 
children, noted as 'natura l'. 

My sister Ula and I had the honour 
of' unveiling the plaque on the wall of the 
Village Green in May, 1987, for 
Belbroughton History Society's First 
Exhibition, held in the Paris h Hall, a 
former tithe barn with beautifully 
restored b lack oak timber and white 
walls. Every aspect of village life was 
recorded, from Church, Education, 
Music, Sport, Industry, (Scythemaking, 
from the mid sixteenth century to mid 
1960s) . Belbroughton was recorded in 

the Domesday Boole Centrepiece of the 
Exhibition was a three-sided stand w ith 

the Story 4 Sarah to which we had 
contributed First Fleet materia l. 

ALICE CLARKE 
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